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LETTERS 


Sartorial  manners 

I  can  assure  Danny  Cockerline  ( TBP,  Jan- 
uary) and  Jerry  McCarty  (Letters,  TBP, 
February)  that  1  would  stand  beside  them 
both,  armed  with  a  baseball  bat  if  neces- 
sary, to  defend  their  right  to  dress  as  they 
please.  I  also  have  some  advice  for  them 
both,  to  which  I  trust  they  will  at  least 
give  some  thought. 

First,  read  The  Naked  Civil  Servant. 
Quentin  Crisp's  book  is  a  must  for  any- 
one aspiring  to  the  role  of  eccentric. 

Second,  consider  the  following  from 
the  pen  of  Oscar  Wilde:  "If  a  man  chooses 
to  throw  his  eccentricities  in  the  face  of 
Society,  he  has  no  right  to  be  dismayed  if 
Society  notices  his  eccentricities."  Now 
before  you  protest  that  you  do  not  object 
if  Society  "notices"  —  what  you  object 
to  is  the  ridicule  and  violence  that  is 
visited  upon  you  —  you  must  realize  that 
these  deplorable  reactions  are  simply  part 
of  the  reality  which  we  live  with. 

Which  brings  me  to  a  quotation  from 
Ayn  Rand:  "If  you  choose  to  ignore  real- 
ity —  reality  will  wipe  you  out." 

Notice  carefully  the  word  "choose(s)" 
in  both  quotes.  Please  consider  its 
implication. 

In  the  more  than  fifty  years  since  I 
came  out  (at  the  age  of  thirteen)  I  have 
had  many  friends  who  would  probably 
make  you  two  look  pretty  tame  —  but  I 
never  heard  any  of  them  whining.  Like 
the  man  in  the  song,  "The  record  shows 
they  took  the  blows  (pun  intended)  and 
did  it  their  way." 
Jim  Egan 
Merville,  British  Cohtinbia 

Permit  me  to  make  some  remarks  regard- 
ing Danny  Cockerline's  response  to  Jo- 
seph Lamping's  letter  in  the  February 
issue. 

Although  I  find  it  difficult  to  condone 
Mr  Lamping's  attitude  that  "advertising 
your  sexuality"  is  completely  undesirable. 


L 


Our  omission 


In  our  March  issue,  we  inadvertently 
failed  to  credit  the  illustrator  of  the 
image  which  accompanied  our  story 
on  the  St  Catharines  washroom  ar- 
rests. The  illustration,  below,  was  pro- 
duced by  Tony  Hamilton.  Our  apolo- 
gies to  Tony  for  forgetting  him  in  our 
last-minute  layout  rush  —  and  our 
thanks  to  him  for  producing  such  a 
fine  drawing  on  very  short  notice. 


I  reject  more  vehemently  Danny  Cocker- 
line's  response  to  it.  Danny  must  be 
aware  that  there  are  too  many  reasons 
why  some  gay  people  keep  their  sexual 
preferences  intensely  private:  close  family 
connections,  job  security,  difficulty  as- 
similating homosexuality  into  certain  reli- 
gious beliefs  or  ethnic  backgrounds. 
When  a  person  identifies  deeply  with  a 
community  which  affords  some  social 
support,  the  discovery  of  his  or  her  ho- 
mosexuality can  create  serious  problems 
when  it  is  incompatible  with  this  com- 
munity. I  am  sure  every  "closet  case"  has 
a  different  set  of  complications.  Just  be- 
cause Danny  —  young,  male,  never  mar- 
ried, living  in  a  city  and  unemployed  —  is 
free  of  these  prohibitions,  he  has  no  pre- 
rogative to  dismiss  them  or  pretend  they 
are  insignificant. 

In  an  ideal  world,  there  would  be  no 
need  to  write  this  apologia  for  those  who 
are  not  out,  because  there  would  be  no 
need  to  be  closeted.  Unfortunately,  we 
are  a  few  long  miles  off  the  coast  of 
Utopia  just  yet.  Knowing  this,  the  people 
at  The  Body  Politic  have  always  avoided 
dragging  people  unwillingly  from  the 
closet  or  intimidating  those  who  wish  to 
stay  in.  I  can  only  assume  that  someone's 
blue  pencil  wasn't  ruthless  enough  when 
Danny's  response  appeared. 

It  is  shocking  enough,  however,  that  it 
was  conceived  in  the  first  place.  Danny's 
complaint  in  his  original  article  was  that 
there  are  people  who  discriminate  solely 
because  of  appearances.  Certainly,  then, 
he  should  have  the  sensitivity  to  see  be- 
yond the  superficial  sense  of  Mr  Lamp- 
ing's argument.  He  should  have  answered 
it  with  compassion;  instead,  he  has 
slapped  Mr  Lamping  with  an  undeserved 
insult. 

Michael  Wade 
Toronto 

Love  to  Danny  Cockerline  and  Jerry  Mc- 
Carty. As  for  Mr  Joseph  Lamping... 
well,  sir,  what's  your  problem?  I  spent  a 
portion  of  last  summer  dealing  with  "fas- 
cism" at  gay  bars  in  Toronto.  At  Chaps,  I 
was  told  I  needed  six  pieces  of  ID.  Upon 
producing  six  pieces,  I  was  told  I  needed 
seven.  When  I  showed  the  seventh,  I  was 
finally  told  the  truth:  "We  don't  serve 
people  with  rainbow-coloured  hair." 
After  a  demonstration  in  April,  1983,  my 
lover  and  a  woman  friend  and  I  wanted 
to  go  to  Cornelius.  We  had,  all  three  of 
us,  been  demonstrating  against  a  police 
raid  on  a  gay  male  bathhouse,  but  we 
were  denied  entrance  to  the  bar  if  we  in- 
sisted on  staying  with  our  female  friend. 
The  St  Charles  Tavern  refused  to  serve  me 
one  day  because  I  was  wearing  a  skirt. 

It  makes  me  want  to  scream  and  puke 
that  gay  people  (or  any  other  people) 
fighting  for  their  liberation  can  be  so 
hypocritical,  can  turn  around  and  oppress 
themselves. 

I  could  be  labelled  many  different 
things.  "Faggot"  and  "Punk  Rocker" 
are  a  couple  of  them.  "Artist"  and  "Per- 
son" arc  a  couple  more.  When  will 
people  sec  that  labels  mean  ni>ihing  more 
ihan  what  the  person  applying  ihem 
ihiiiks  they  mean? 

Mr  I  amping,  yes,  the  sky  /.s  the  limit. 
We  spend  much  loo  much  time  being  op- 
pressed and  oppressing  ourselves.  If  we 
can  all  work  toward  the  limitless  potential 
we  all  ha\e,  progress  miglu  no  longer  be 
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^  February  issue  sparked  a  major 

=  internal  debate  on  race,  sexuality, 

=  and  the  role  of  this  magazine.  We 

=  decided  to  get  it  into  print. 
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=  households  we  set  up  and  their 

=  impact  on  local  politics;  and  in 

=  the  news,  Lee  Zaslofsky  examines 

=  changing  housing  patterns  in 

=  Tor  on  to  and  their  po  ten  tial  effect 

=  on  the  gay  community. 

=  9:  Discrimination 
M  by  decree 

=  The  Canadian  A  rmed  Forces 

=  perpetrates  another  lesbian  purge. 

=  Two  former  servicewomen  reflect 

=  on  life  in  a  world  where  a  little 

=  too  much  '  'esprit  de  corps ' '  can 

=  become  a  "security  risk. ' ' 

M  11:  Censorship 
I  by  commission 

=  Anti-porn  forces  wary  of  state 

=  po  wer  think  they've  found  a  way 

=  around  it:  human  rights  laws.  Lee 

=  Waldorf  and  Gillian  Rodgerson 

—  talk  to  activist  Susan  Cole,  who 

=  likes  the  idea,  and  lawyer  Lynn 

=  King,  who  doesn't. 

M  47:  Outsiders 

=  Is  there  a  place  in  "The  Lesbian 
=  Community '  'for  a  new- wave 
=  dyke  who  likes  pink  hair  and  Jimi 
=  Hendrix  albums?  Michele  Belling 
=  has  found  one,  and  wonders. 
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The  perfect  place  for  a  country  getaway 


Come  to  Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse  and  help  us 
celebrate  our  GRAND  OPENING. 

On  the  May  18th  long  weekend  1985  your  hosts  Janice 
Prince  and  Lian  Gluckstern  will  be  opening  the  doors 
of  their  Guesthouse  in  Bogner,  Ontario.  This  will  be  a 
very  special  weekend  including  many  special  events 
such  as  a  large  pig  roast,  baseball  games  against 
neighbouring  Shetlands  Meadow  Guesthouse,  fishing 
contests,  long  walks  along  their  100  acres  of  land, 
lazing  by  the  fire  and  much  more. 

There  will  be  accommodation  for  20  people  as  well  as 
extra  campsite  accommodation. 

So  reserve  space  now  for  this  fantastic  event!  Call 
(416)  927-7574  or  write  to  Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse 
c/o  255  Gerrard  St.  East,  Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2G1. 

Prinstern  Acres  Guesthouse 


ijuMMcey" 


Restaurant 
81  Church  Street,    Toronto     2>6%'12>^7 

fully  licensed 


''We  all  abhor  fat. 

Look  around.  Gays,  who  scream  to  be 
accepted  as  equals,  still  fill  the  personals 
with 'No fats.'" 


such  a  scary  thing. 

If  it  feels  good,  do  it.  Live  and  let  live. 
All  you  need  is  love.  Be  free! 
Keim  Quayle 
Toronto 

Dying  of  neglect 

I  lost  a  friend  today,  he  died  at  2:15  this 
morning.  Not  of  AIDS,  not  of  disease, 
not  even  at  the  hands  of  a  frantic  homo- 
phobe.  No,  Trevor  died  of  neglect.  He 
died  because  we,  the  community  of  Gays, 
would  not  give  him  the  love  and  attention 
that  he  needed.  We  killed  Trevor! 

Let  me  tell  you  about  Trevor.  He  was 
32,  not  old,  even  by  today's  standards. 
He  was  well-educated,  with  degrees  in 
both  science  and  education.  Trevor  had  a 
fine  job,  earning  over  $50,000  per  year 
and  giving  much  of  it  to  those  without. 
He  had  a  fine  apartment,  good  car  and  a 
nice  lakefront  cottage  in  the  Muskokas. 
Trevor  had,  or  could  have,  everything. 
Everything  but  what  he  really  wanted:  a 
friend.  Trevor  didn't  want  a  one-night 
stand,  he  could  buy  those.  No,  he  wanted 
someone  who  would  show  a  little  interest, 
soiTieone  with  whom  he  could  talk  about 
personal  things;  someone  with  whom  he 
could  go  to  concerts,  the  island,  movies; 
someone  to  share  his  little  lakefront 
cottage. 

But  Trevor  had  a  fault,- a  handicap,  the 
greatest  handicap  anyone  in  the  Gay 
community  could  have,  a  curse  greater 
than  AIDS  because  it  could  not  be 
forgiven  as  the  result  of  an  unlucky  fuck. 
Trevor  had  the  ultimate  curse:  Trevor  was 
FAT! 

The  Gay  community  does  not  forgive 
fat.  Look  around  the  bars.  The  Fats  have 
given  up!  Those  who  still  have  faint  opti- 
mism sit  in  corners  alone,  listening  to  the 
music  and  watching  the  "normals."  No 
one  goes  and  sits  with  the  fat;  no  one 
talks  with  the  fat.  Fatness  might  be  a  dis- 
ease, it  might  spread  —  or  worse,  some- 
one might  be  seen  with  a  fat,  causing  im- 
mediate dislocation  within  the  pecking 
order. 

We  abhor  fat.  Look  around.  Gays, 
who  scream  to  be  accepted  as  equals,  still 
fill  the  personals  with  "No  fats."  Com- 
passionate Gays  still  ask  "How  much  do 
you  weigh?"  during  the  first  —  and  if  the 
answer  is  not  acceptable,  the  last  —  tele- 
phone call.  Liberal-minded  Gays  still  de- 
mand a  photograph  as  their  price  for  a  re- 
turn letter.  Gays  decry  the  Nazis  for  their 
compulsion  with  the  perfect  race.  We 
have  our  own  views  of  the  "perfect  race," 
and  we  are  far  less  tolerant  than  the 
Nazis. 

Trevor  didn't  want  to  be  fat.  He  sought 
medical  help,  dieted  and  exercised,  all  to 
no  avail  except  that  he  learned  more 
about  metabolism,  diets  and  diet  drugs, 
and  had  more  strength  and  stamina  than 
the  Lounge  Lizards  who  made  fun  of 
him.  Being  fat  is  a  complicated  issue,  not 
something  to  be  dismissed  by  saying  that 
people  should  "use  a  little  will  power." 

Trevor  begged  for  some  attention  and  a 
little  love.  Instead  he  received  scorn,  rude 
jokes  and  unpardonable  abuse  from  his 
brother  Gays.  Trevor  lived  with  and  faced 
continual  loneliness  within  his  fat  body, 
until  this  morning.  At  2  am,  Trevor 
finalized  his  will,  cleaned  his  apart- 
ment and  then  dissolved  some  cyanide 


a  glass  of  Diet  Coke. 

Who  is  responsible  for  Trevor's  death? 
"Not  I!"  said  the  Lounge  Lizards.  We 
are  all  to  blame.  We  who  are  so  involved 
in  the  search  for  the  perfect  cock  or 
achieving  ultimate  political  freedom  have 
neglecteii  those  within  our  community 
who  are  less  than  perfect.  We  cannot  de- 
mand equal  rights  until  we  offer  them 
ourselves. 

Anonymous 
Toronto 


Positive  play 


In  response  to  Paul  Rapsey's  letter  in 
your  February  issue,  I  remember  seeing  a 
play  in  Toronto  a  few  years  ago  which 
now  seems  to  have  been  before  its  time.  I 
think  it  gave  the  "more  balanced  and  per- 
haps more  subtle  expression  of  life"  that 
Rapsey  calls  for  in  gay  plays. 

The  comedy  Mixed  Company,  like  The 
Go-Go  Boys,  had  as  a  central  theme  a  gay 
male  and  a  straight  male  learning  to  get 
on  together,  and  learning  about  their  sim- 
ilarities and  differences.  Like  The  Dress- 
ing Gown,  it  was  set  in  Toronto,  was  a 
series  of  episodes,  has  a  joke  about  Sud- 
bury, had  a  naked  ass  and  had  a  straight 
female  among  the  guys.  But  The  Dressing 
Gown's  message  is  that  gays  are  divided 
into  certain  negative  stereotypes,  and 
when  two  of  them  get  together  it  leads  to 
an  extra-negative  situation.  Mixed  Com- 
pany seemed  to  have  a  positive  view  of 
males  and  gays,  or  at  least  showed  they 
could  go  in  positive  directions. 

I  enjoyed  The  Go-Go  Boys  and  even 
The  Dressing  Gown  as  entertainment,  but 
wonder  why  we  forget  the  positive  in- 
spirations. The  only  answer  I  can  come 
up  with  is  that  positive  outlooks  (even  the 
last  scene  in  The  Go-Go  Boys  was  a 
downer)  are  not  fashionable  among  thea- 
tre commentators  and  that  many  gays  are 
still  uncomfortable  with  positive  views  of 
themselves.  Perhaps  some  of  us  still  see 
gay  theatre  as  a  place  where  we  can 
wallow  in  our  persecution.  Anyway,  let's 
move  on  and  encourage  more  gay  plays 
that  are  about  hope,  striving  and  change. 
Thomas  Morrissey 
Toronto 

Misdirected  accusation 

Alan  O'Connor's  short  note  on  Pamela 
Harris's  Faces  of  Feminism/Toronto  1984 
(TBP,  February)  erroneously  implies  that 
the  absence  of  identification  of  the  lesbi- 
anism of  some  of  the  sitters  in  her  photo- 
graphs is  an  editorial  decision  of  the 
photographer. 

In  fact,  the  text  which  accompanies 
each  photograph  was  written  by  the 
woman  (or  women)  in  the  picture.  Pam- 
ela Harris  has  said  (in  Photo  Communi- 
que, Winter  1984/85):  "1  want  to  work  in 
partnership  with  the  women  i  am  photo- 
graphing, placing  a  portrait  on  one  side 
of  the  frame  and  leaving  a  parallel  space 
free  for  them  to  fill  with  whatever  infor- 
mation seems  important  about  who  they 
are,  what  they  do  and  the  ideology  that 
binds  their  actions  and  lives."  And,  fur- 
ther, "...1  would  like...  to  give  the  women 
I  am  photographing  a  chance  to  ponder, 
formulate  and  define  what  is  paired  with 
their  faces." 

O'Connor's  accusation  of  "a  failure  of 
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''I  wonder  why  we  forget  the 
positive  inspirations.  Perhaps  some  still 
see  gay  theatre  as  a  place  where  we  can 

wallow  in  our  persecution." 


courage  and  nerve"  is  certainly  misdirect- 
ed. Furthermore,  I  think  it  unlikely  that 
those  lesbians  included  in  the  Faces  of 
Feminism  project  are  choosing  to  "con- 
ceal" their  sexual  orientation  through 
cowardice  or  nervousness. 
John  McElhone 
Kingston,  Ontario 

Positive  presence 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  Affirm's  iVational 
Consultative  Council,  we  decided  that  a 
belated  but  enthusiastic  vote  of  thanks 
should  go  to  The  Body  Politic  and  collec- 
tive member  Gillian  Rodgerson  for  the 
excellent  coverage  you  gave  the  debate  on 
the  ordination  of  lesbian  and  gay  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Church  of  Canada  (see 
TBP,  April,  May  and  October  1984). 

Over  the  months  of  the  debate,  Gil- 
lian's reporting  was  by  far  the  most 
thorough  and  insightful  of  all  the  media. 
Furthermore,  her  presence  at  General 
Council  was  special  in  a  number  of  ways. 
To  the  Affirm  members  she  symbolized  in 
a  very  tangible  way  the  interest  and  sup- 
port of  the  wider  lesbian  and  gay  com- 
munities that  might  not  otherwise  have 
been  possible  in  rural  Manitoba.  We  also 
firmly  believe  that  the  presence  of  a  les- 
bian reporter  from  The  Body  Politic  had 
a  very  positive  influence  in  the  press  room 
at  General  Council. 

Affirm  believes  that  the  work  we  do  to 
change  attitudes  and  to  challenge  and  up- 
set the  theological  structures  which  sup- 
port the  oppression  of  lesbians  and  gay 
people  is  work  done  on  behalf  of  all  our 
lesbian  and  gay  sisters  and  brothers.  Your 
presence  and  the  support  it  lent  during 
our  struggle  of  the  past  year  was  much 
appreciated  and  will  not  be  forgotten. 
Bill  Siksay,  Secretary, 
Affirm  —  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  the 
United  Church  of  Canada 

Respecting  differences 

As  a-teacher  of  English  as  a  second  lan- 
guage in  a  Quebec  CEGEP  (college),  I 
often  feel  there  has  to  be  more  to  life  than 
this....  And  then  there  is  that  moment 
that  makes  it  all  worthwhile. 

Not  too  long  ago,  a  colleague  showed 
me  a  composition  written  by  an  ex-stu- 
dent of  mine.  I  had  given  the  advanced 
oral  expression  course  and  she  was  now 
taking  my  colleague's  advanced  composi- 
tion course.  I  was  not  only  impressed  by 
the  quality  of  her  English  but  amazed  by 
the  depth  of  thought.  Here  is  what  she 
wrote: 

Homosexuals  should  not  be  treated  as 
different  people. 

Homosexuality  is  a  subject  of  great 
controversy.  The  present  conflict  of  opin- 
ion over  sexual  preference  is  not  a  new 
one  but  it  is  being  fueled  by  our  increas- 
ing exposure  to  homosexual  behavior  in 
general,  and  especially  by  the  increasing 
number  of  men  and  women  who  admit 
that  they  are  '  'gay ' '. 

The  core  issue  is  whether  homosexual- 
ity represents  '  'normal ' '  behavior  or 
"sick" behavior,  and.  further,  whether 
individuals  should  have  free  choice  in 
deciding  with  whom  they  feel  sexually 
cotnpatible  and  with  whom  they  share  a 
sexual  preference. 

Every  individual  should  have  the  right 
to  live  his  or  her  life  the  way  that  person 


wants  to.  If  my  neighbor  who  is  a  man 
decides  to  live  with  another  man,  then 
good  for  them  if  that 's  what  they  want. 
They  don 't  bother  me  because  their 
private  life  is  none  of  my  business.  They 
are  not  thieves,  murderers,  or  molesters: 
they  just  want  to  live  together;  therefore, 
I  don 't  see  why  the  society  would  con- 
demn them  or  the  thousands  of  other 
"gay"  couples. 

Some  people  feel  justified  in  condemn- 
ing homosexuality,  and  they  quote  the  Bi- 
ble by  chapter  and  verse  to  support  their 
views.  There  are  others  who  feel  threat- 
ened by  gay  people  when  they  see  them 
merely  walking  down  the  street. 

Sexuality  is  innate;  it  is  natural.  Now, 
how  we  go  about  expressing  our  sexuality 
in  terms  of  our  behavior  is  a  learned  pro- 
cess with  some  selection  and  some  rejec- 
tion of  the  many  things  we  see  around  us 
from  the  day  we  are  born. 

Most  of  us  turn  out  to  be  heterosexual, 
but  others  turn  out  to  be  homosexual, 
and  still  others  become  bisexual.  There 
are  numerous  gradations  and  variations 
in  each  sexual  lifestyle,  so  who  are  we  to 
judge  which  is  the  right  one? 

/personally  think  that  it 's  a  shame  that 
in  so-called  civilized  countries  such  as 
Canada  and  the  United  States  we  have  to 
face  that  kind  of  prejudice.  People  don 't 
accept  "gays"  because  they  are  in  a  way 
different  than  the  rest  of  us. 

There  are,  I  know,  many  organized 
groups  including  religious  groups,  that 
condemn  homosexuality  or  the  gay  life- 
style. For  many  members  of  these  groups, 
there  is  but  one  choice,  and  that  is  hetero- 
sexuality,  so  they  condemn  everyone  who 
differs  from  this  norm.  I  would  argue 
that  they  consider  this  thought:  homosex- 
uals have  been  part  of  the  different  races 
during  our  entire  history  on  this  continent 
and  abroad.  We  have,  both  "straight" 
and  "gay",  worked  together  and  we  have 
survived  to  this  very  day.  Some  homosex- 
uals have  probably  taught  generations  of 
the  best  and  brightest  of  our  minds  and 
maybe  some  of  them  are  our  teachers 
now.  Others  have  tended  us  in  hospitals, 
driven  the  buses  we  ride  on,  served  us  in 
restaurants  and  stores.  So  I  don 't  under- 
stand the  fears  of  those  who  condemn 
gays. 

Men  and  women  have  to  respect  one 
another  for  the  ways  in  which  we  are  alike 
as  well  as  for  the  ways  in  which  we  are 
different.  Only  then  will  we  understand 
that  our  sexual  "similarities"  outweigh 
our  sexual '  'differences ' '.  We  need  to 
erase  ignorance  from  the  people 's  minds. 
Then-,  and  only  then,  will  we  be  able  to 
accept  that  homosexuals  are  people  too. 

Now  isn't  that  something  when  we 
consider  it  comes  from  an  eighteen-year- 
old.  I  had  fears  that  the  debate  on  homo- 
sexuality presented  by  her  classmates  had 
been  a  fiop,  but  this  proves  that  it  was  not 
—  it  was  food  for  thought.  I  really  enjoy 
my  job! 

Bernard  Courte 
Montreal 
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Stay  Informed 
About  Issues 
Affecting  You 


"The  gay 
movement's 
newspaper 
of  record. 

—  The  yHlage  yoice 


In  times  such  as  these,  issues  such  as  the 
direction  which  our  movement  takes,  its 
actions  and  reactions,  who  makes  the 
decisions,  and  for  what  reasons,  are 
critical.  For  over  ten  years  Gay 
Community  :\ews  has  been  dedicated  to 
the  principle  that  an  informed  community 
is  our  greatest  asset. 
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APRII.  20  -  21,  1985  •  TRINITV-ST.  PAULS  CHURCH.  427  BLOOR  STRUT  WKST 
(1  Bl  (KK  WRST  OF  SPADINA)  FIRKSIDK  ROOM  •  II  AM  TO  5  PM  •  FKF  $25  -  $40 

Hosted  by  The  Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario/Coalition  pour  les  droits  des  personnes  gaics  en  Oniano 
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MARCH  26-31 


AT 

TARRAGON'S 
EXTRA- SPACE 

30  BRIDGMAN  AVE 

TICKETS 


AND 
MEN'S 


BY 
JOHN 
HERBERT 


PREVIEW  $4 

STUDENTS  $5 

ADULTS  $6 

SUN.  MAT.  P.W.Y.C. 


531-1827 


PARTICIPANTS 
URGENTLY  NEEDED  FOR 

AIDS  STUDY 


Toronto-based  men  who  have  had  sexual 
contact  with  men  ill  with  any  AIDS-related 
condition  (including  persistent  swollen 
lymph  glands)  are  needed  urgently.  Also, 
any  man  ill  with  AIDS  or  an  AIDS-related 
condition  (anywhere  in  the  world)  should 
inform  his  Toronto-based  male  sexual  con- 
tacts of  his  illness  and  of  the  urgent  need  for 
them  to  volunteer  for  this  University  of 
Toronio  study. 
f'arricipalion  offers: 

•  ABSOIXTK  CONFIDENTIALITY; 

•  Direct  access  to  professionals 
to  assist  with  any  concerns; 

•  Careful  monitoring  of  health 
with  feedback  of  relevant  findings. 

This  study  will  investigate  why  some  men 
are  more  susceptible  to  AIDS  than  others. 
For  eligibility  or  other  information  don't 
delay! 

PLEASE  CALL  (416)  595-4940 

(MON-FRI9amlo6pm) 


Harvey  L.  Hamburg 

Barrister,  Solicitor,  Notary  Public 

Announces  the  termination  of  his 

partnership  with  Paul  W.  Trollope 

and  the  opening  of  his  new  office  at 

97  Maitland  Street, 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  1E3. 

Office:  968-9054,  Home:  365-1855 

Practice  restricted  to  Real  Estate, 

Wills  and  Estates  and 

Criminal  Law. 

Effective  April  1985 


BRANCHING  OUT 

Lesbian  Productions 

Information  meeting  for 
new  members  and 
volunteers  interested  in 
Branching  Out 

March  25th,  7:30 -9:00  pm 
11 14  Queen  St.  West 
For  information,  call 
965-1575 


EDITORIAL 


Time  to  catch  up  with  public  opinion 

A  Baptist  minister  in  Manitoba  has  called  for  one  woman  who  has  had  an 
abortion  to  be  put  to  death  as  an  "example"  to  others  contemplating  the 
same  action. 

In  the  last  year,  several  clinics  in  the  United  States  have  been  firebombed, 
resulting  in  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  damage.  Thankfully,  no  one  has 
died,  yet. 

These  are  extreme  examples  of  actions  taken  by  a  movement  that  calls  itself 
"Pro-Life." 

A  less  violent,  perhaps,  but  equally  disturbing  effect  of  the  anti-choice 
movement  is  the  action  taken  by  the  Ontario  government,  in  the  person  of 
former  Attorney  General  Roy  McMurtry,  when  he  appealed  a  jury's  acquittal 
of  Drs  Henry  Morgentaler,  Robert  Scott  and  LesHe  Smolling  on  charges  of 
conspiring  to  procure  a  miscarriage. 

So  far,  a  total  of  four  Canadian  juries  have  found  Dr  Morgentaler  not 
guilty.  Surely  this  says  something  about  public  opinion  in  this  country  on  the 
subject  of  the  laws  governing  therapeutic  abortions. 

The  controversy  over  Canada's  abortion  laws  has  raged  since  their 
"reform"  in  1969.  At  that  time,  it  became  legal  for  a  woman  to  obtain  an 
abortion  if  her  Hfe  or  health  were  in  danger.  Provided  she  could  obtain  the 
approval  of  a  three-member  hospital  abortion  committee.  Provided  the 
hospital  in  her  area  had  an  abortion  committee.  Provided  the  members  of  the 
committee  would  actually  approve  therapeutic  abortions.  Provided  her  fami- 
ly doctor  would  write  a  letter  to  the  committee  recommending  that  she  have 
the  procedure.  Provided  that  the  hospital  was  not  past  its  quota  for  that 
week.  Provided  she  was  not,  after  all  this,  more  than  16  weeks  pregnant. 

In  Canada,  where  equal  access  to  medical  care  is  theoretically  provided  for 
all,  if  a  woman  does  not  have  a  sympathetic  doctor,  she  must  participate  in 
what  is  often  wryly  referred  to  as  a  "lottery."  For  example,  many  women 
desperately  phone  the  Gynaecology  Clinic  of  the  Toronto  General  Hospital 
day  after  day,  hoping  to  get  one  of  the  few  appointments  allowed  each  day. 
And  getting  the  appointment  for  assessment  does  not  necessarily  guarantee 
getting  the  abortion. 

Dr  Morgentaler's  free-standing  abortion  clinics  may  not  be  the  perfect 
answer  to  what  everyone  agrees  is  an  imperfect  situation.  Canada's  abortion 
laws  must  be  made  more  fair,  to  all  women,  not  just  to  the  ones  with  the 
resources  to  work  within  the  system. 

Abortion  is  never  an  easy  choice.  It  is  not,  nor  should  it  be,  a  decision 
taken  lightly.  But  it  must  be  a  choice.  It  is  a  very  personal  decision  and  one  in 
which  the  state  has  no  more  business  interfering  than  the  decision  to  have  a 
child.  Control  over  our  own  bodies  and  over  our  own  sexuality  is  a  right  that 
lesbians  and  gay  men  have  demanded  for  a  long  time.  When  the  state  denies  a 
woman  the  freedom  to  choose  to  have  an  abortion,  it  is  denying  her  right  to 
control  her  own  body. 

Four  juries  have  refused  to  find  Morgentaler  guilty.  It's  time  our  govern- 
ments did  the  same.  Gillian  Rodgerson ,  for  the  collective  D 
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Like  many  downtown 

Toronto  gays  Jan  Gi7gier 

finds  that  his  apartment 

building  houses  an 

interesting  mix  of  straight 

and  gay,  young  and  old. 

But  if  the  national  trend  to 

building  renovation 

prevails  Jan  and  most 

of  the  North  Jarvis  gay 

community  will  be  out 

on  the  streets. 


THE  NEWS 


Toronto's  densely  populated  North 
Jarvis  area,  long  established  as  gay 
turf  and  the  hub  of  the  city's  gay 
community,  could  be  radically 
transformed  by  a  trend  to  renova- 
tion and  conversion  to  condominiums  in 
dozens  of  apartment  buildings  built  in  the 
1960s  and  1970s.  Ordinarily,  gentrifica- 
tion  —  the  process  in  which  homebuyers 
in  large  numbers  or  developers  move  into 
a  rundown  neighbourhood,  buy  cheaply, 
upgrade  their  property  and  push  out  the 
existing  population  —  is  considered  one 
of  the  ways  in  which  gay  territories  are  es- 
tablished. In  North  Jarvis,  however,  gen- 
trification  threatens  to  disrupt  and  dis- 
perse an  established  gay  population. 

Streets  like  Wellesley,  Jarvis,  Church 
and  Alexander  are  lined  with  buildings 
which  thousands  of  gays  call  home.  But 
in  many  of  these  structures,  heating,  elec- 
trical and  other  systems  are  wearing  out. 
Landlords  faced  with  the  cost  of  replac- 
ing or  repairing  these  facilities  tend  to 
decide  that  they  might  as  well  renovate 
the  whole  building,  reducing  the  number 
of  units  and  increasing  the  rent  to  recover 
costs.  Some  decide  to  sell  the  building 


rather  than  investing  in  renovation,  and 
the  buyer  may  be  a  developer  who  demol- 
ishes the  existing  structure  and  replaces  it 
with  new,  and  more  expensive,  housing. 

Figures  quoted  in  a  federal  government 
publication  released  in  January,  Consul- 
tation Paper  on  Housing,  confirm  this 
trend.  "Apartment  starts  have  declined 
by  58  percent  from  a  peak  in  1973  of 
106,450  to  a  low  in  1983  of  44,125  units." 
Meanwhile,  "expenditures  on  renova- 
tions as  a  percentage  of  total  housing  ex- 
penditures have  increased  to  about  40 
percent  of  total  expenditures  in  1983" 
(from  30  percent  in  1977).  This  and  other 
figures  "emphasize  the  importance  of 
the  existing  stock  in  meeting  future  hous- 
ing demands."  This  suggests  that  "the 
need  for  renovation  ...  of  the  existing 
stock  will  increase." 

For  gays,  as  for  other  tenants  in  North 
Jarvis,  the  effects  are  disturbing:  evicted 
to  allow  renovation  work,  returning  ten- 
ants would  be  faced  with  rents  hundreds 
of  dollars  higher  for  somewhat  larger, 
somewhat  newer  apartments.  But  there  is 
a  more  profound  impact  on  the  gay  com- 
munity as  a  whole:  as  low-  and  moderate- 
priced  housing  evaporates  and  gays  move 
away,  the  concentration  of  gay  residents 
which  forms  the  focus  of  the  city's  gay 
community  could  dissolve. 

That  in  turn  could  destroy  whatever 
political  clout  the  community  now  has.  A 
geographical  concentration  of  gay  people 
—  or  more  precisely,  gay  votes  —  pro- 
duces politicians  interested  in  gay  issues. 


The  only  two  members  of  city  council 
who  can  be  counted  upon  to  take  up  gay 
issues  are  the  two  aldermen  from  Ward 
Six,  which  encompasses  North  Jarvis.  It's 
been  said  that  Ward  Six  is  the  only  elec- 
toral constituency  in  Canada  where  a 
good  position  on  washroom  sex  is  a  pre- 
requisite to  a  successful  political  career. 
With  the  dispersal  of  gay  voters,  whatever 
infiuence  gays  now  have  on  council 
would  be  gone. 

Ward  Six  Alderman  Dale  Martin,  for- 
merly the  head  of  a  city-wide  tenants  or- 
ganization, is  well  aware  of  the  trend  in 
North  Jarvis.  "The  gay  community  is  like 
the  other  communities  under  attack  in 
downtown  Toronto,"  he  says.  "The  artis- 
tic community  on  Queen  Street  West  — 
itself  heavily  gay  —  is  under  the  gun  as 
well:  rising  land  values  and  aging  building 
stock  are  combining  to  undermine  both 
communities."  Martin  says  he  doesn't 
want  to  be  an  alarmist,  noting  that  the 
trend  is  a  fairly  long-term  process.  But  he 
points  out  that  dozens  of  North  Jarvis 
buildings  will  be  at  the  crossroad  within 
the  next  five  or  six  years:  they  will  reach 
the  age  of  20  to  25  years,  the  age  at  which 
buildings  start  to  require  major 
upgrading. 

One  building  in  the  area  has  already 
reached  that  crossroad:  262  Jarvis.  It's 
an  older  building  of  about  70  bachelor 
units  that  sits  across  the  street  trom  the 
Hotel  California,  former  home  of  The 
Outpost,  a  gay  leather  and  western  bar. 
The  building  looks  somewhat  decrepit. 
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but  it  is  livable  —  and  rents  are  reason- 
able at  $260  a  month. 

Jan  Grygier,  one  of  the  building's 
many  gay  tenants,  likes  262  Jarvis  in  spite 
of  its  aging  facilities.  "It's  close  to  Ryer- 
son,  where  I  go  to  school,  and  I  like  the 
independence  of  having  my  own  apart- 
ment. I've  lived  in  other  parts  of  Toronto, 
but  so  far  I've  only  felt  really  at  home  in 
the  downtown,"  he  says.  "And  262  is 
great  because  of  the  interesting  mix  of 
people  here  —  gays,  straights,  old  and 
young  —  you  feel  you  have  real  people 
for  neighbours  when  you  live  here." 

But  262  Jarvis  is  under  immediate 
threat  of  major  renovations  that  would 
force  rents  to  go  up  by  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars per  month  for  each  apartment.  "I'd 
hate  to  leave  here,"  says  Grygier,  "but 
there's  no  way  I  could  stay  and  pay  high- 
er rents  —  on  my  student  income,  I'm  • 
having  trouble  now." 

Faced  with  the  prospect  of  eviction,  the 
tenants  have  joined  together  to  resist  the 
landlord's  plans.  Working  with  Ward  Six 
Aldermen  Jack  Layton  and  Dale  Martin, 
they've  persuaded  city  council  to  invoke  a 
one-year  freeze  on  the  issuance  of  a  dem- 
olition permit.  The  year  ends  in  Novem- 
ber. Between  now  and  then,  the  tenants 
of  262  Jarvis  have  a  chance  to  devise 
some  way  out  of  the  impasse.  The  land- 
lord has  presented  plans  to  the  city  that 
call  for  massive  changes:  about  a  dozen 
of  the  70  apartments  will  be  done  away 
with  to  add  space  to  those  that  remain. 
Already  some  minor  alterations  have 
been  carried  out.  "They  put  in  some  use- 
less new  windows  and  some  tasteless  car- 
peting in  the  lobby,"  Grygier  notes.  But 
until  November,  everything  is  now  on 
hold. 

Everything  except  feverish  negotiations 
to  save  the  building  as  moderate-income 
housing.  And  a  new  idea  is  being  put  for- 
ward, an  idea  that  has  implications  for 
tenants  throughout  the  area.  Martin  and 
the  tenants  are  trying  to  work  out  a  form- 
ula that  would  allow  the  tenants  to  buy 
and  fix  up  the  building  —  without  evic- 
tions. Martin  says  government  help 
would  be  needed.  Both  the  federal  and 
provincial  governments  have  long  had 
programmes  that  assist  groups  who  want 
to  develop  non-profit  housing.  To  help 
262  Jeu^is,  governments  would  have  to 
advance  one  more  step,  to  the  realization 
that,  with  affordable  housing  in  short 
supply,  funding  has  to  be  available  for 
\.\\t  preservation  of  such  housing  as  now 
exists,  to  allow  tenants  to  safeguard  their 
homes. 

Grygier  believes  that  such  an  approach 
could  help  preserve  the  gay  community 
that  has  taken  root  in  North  Jarvis. 
"Lots  of  gays  have  money  that  they  could 
put  into  existing  buildings,  but  can't  af- 
ford the  steep  prices  for  renovated  units," 
he  says.  "But  it  would  have  to  be  a  com- 
munity thing  —  we'd  have  to  get  together 
to  do  it." 

Martin  agrees.  He  proposes  a  broad 
programme  that  would  set  out  to  preserve 
the  security  of  tenure  and  provide  needed 
repairs  at  the  same  time.  "Gays  and  other 
threatened  communities  should  form 
mortgage  funds  that  would  be  used  to 
buy  buildings  and  turn  them  into  co-ops. 
The  gay  community  is  well  placed  to  do  it 
because  it's  organized  and  has  the  resour- 
ces. And  it  needs  to  do  it  because  the  kind 
of  thing  that's  happening  at  262  Jarvis  is 
due  to  happen  to  dozens  of  gay-tenanted 
buildings  over  the  next  few  years." 

Whether  Toronto's  gay  community 
"needs  to  do  it"  is  open  to  debate.  But  it 
is  clear  that  there  is  a  geographic,  as  well 
as  social  and  cultural,  aspect  to  the  com- 
munity. North  Jarvis  has  a  broad  range 
of  services  that  reinforce  each  other  and 
make  each  other  work  —  gay  bars,  gay- 
oriented  shops  and  businesses,  the  519 


Church  St  Community  Centre,  Hassle 
Free  Clinic.  Without  a  large  number  of 
gays  living  nearby,  many  of  these  services 
would  move  away  or  disappear.  And 
without  a  substantial  amount  of  afford- 
able housing,  many  gays  would  have  to 
move  away  too.  Perhaps  the  feeling  and 
reality  of  community  could  survive  such  a 
process.  Perhaps  the  years  of  interaction 
that  went  into  knitting  together  the 
"ghetto"  could  be  spent  again  in  some 
other  part  of  Toronto.  But  it  seems  fool- 
ish to  let  the  intricate  networks  built  up 
over  the  years  fall  apart  without  even 
thinking  about  the  process  or  its 
consequences. 

Grygier  points  out  that  Toronto's  gay 
community  "seems  to  come  together 
when  there's  a  threat."  He  adds,  "I  guess 
this  is  sort  of  a  threat." 

Whether  or  not  we  adopt  Martin's 
ideas  about  co-ops  and  gay  mortgage 
funds,  it  seems  clear  that  Jan  Grygier  and 
the  other  tenants  of  262  Jarvis  are  now 
facing  a  future  that  is  getting  closer  for 
gays  all  over  downtown  Toronto. 

LeeZaslofskyD 

Bud's  accused  await 
test  case  decision 

MONTREAL  —  After  nearly  a  year  of 
legal  wrangling,  at  least  36  men  charged 
as  found-ins  at  Bud's  in  June  1984  will 
soon  know  their  fate. 

Lawyers  for  the  Comite  de  defense  des 
accuses  de  Bud's,  organized  by  the 
Association  pour  les  droits  des  gais  du 
Quebec  (ADGQ),  submitted  a  request  to 
the  Crown  March  12  that  they  be  permit- 
ted to  present  a  "test  case"  on  May  23, 
before  proceeding  with  the  other  trials. 
The  response  of  the  Crown  was  not 
known  at  press  time,  but  Bruno  Grenier, 
co-chair  of  the  Comite,  said  that  "if  they 
don't  accept  our  proposal,  it  means  all  36 
accused  will  stand  trial  on  May  23." 

He  also  indicated  that  others  facing  the 
same  charge  who  have  not  joined  the 
Comite  may  benefit  from  the  outcome  of 
the  test  case. 

The  money  needed  to  pay  soaring  legal 
costs  "is  quickly  drying  up"  says  Grenier. 
The  ADGQ  has  appealed  to  gay  associa- 
tions across  the  country  for  help.  "And  if 
that  doesn't  work,  we're  really  going  to 
start  to  panic,"  he  said.  "After  all  we 
can't  give  up  now,  a  lot  of  people  are 
depending  on  us." 

If  there  is  insufficient  funding,  certain 
services  offered  by  ADGQ  will  have  to  be 
cut,  Grenier  said,  although  he  wouldn't 
specify  which  ones. 

Donations  can  be  made  to  the  defence 
by  cheque  to  the  Corporation  de  defense 
des  gais  du  Quebec  and  sent  to  ADGQ, 
CP  36,  Succ  C,  Montreal  QC  H2L  4J7. 

Doug  Jannoff  D 


AIDS 


Vancouver  AIDS  study 
ranks  risk  of  sex  acts 

Early  findings  by  a  Vancouver  AIDS  study 
have  confirmed  suspicions  that  the  expo- 
sure of  gay  men  to  the  suspected  AIDS 
virus  (HTLV-3  or  LAV)  results  most  often 
from  being  fucked. 

Blood  tests  of  gay  male  subjects,  part 
of  a  larger  study  of  lymph  gland  disorders 
in  gay  men,  show  that  30  percent  of  the 
men  tested  have  been  exposed  to  the  vi- 
rus, that  is,  it  has  at  some  point  attempt- 
ed to  establish  it.self  in  the  body.  Re- 
searchers also  looked  for  connections  be- 
tween exposure  and  eight  common  sex 
acts:  active  and  receptive  participation  in 


assfucking,  rimming,  fistfucking  and 
cocksucking.  They  found  that  being 
fucked  was  associated  with  exposure  four 
times  as  often  as  any  other  sex  act  exam- 
ined. Of  the  other  acts,  only  fisting,  ac- 
tive and  receptive,  stood  out  as  particu- 
larly likely  to  result  in  exposure,  although 
the  surprising  appearance  of  giving  fist  on 
the  list  may  be  due  to  statistical 
anomalies. 

Dr  Eric  Jeffries,  a  member  of  the  facul- 
ty of  University  of  British  Columbia's 
medical  pathology  department  and  the 
director  of  the  study,  says  it  has  the  parti- 
cipation of  about  700  Vancouver  gay 


8  D  THE  BODY  POLITIC  G  APRIL  1985 


Their  laws, 
our  lives 

The  Canadian  Gay  Archives 
gathers  the  historians 


Sex  crime.  Sex  scandals.  Butch /fem 
relationships.  Sodomy  trials  in  18th- 
century  Netherlands.  San  Francisco 
gay  bars.  Pornography  busts....  All 
these  topics  and  more  will  be  discussed 
at  the  international  conference  on  les- 
bian and  gay  history  being  planned  for 
Toronto  July  3-6,  1985. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  is  Sex 
and  the  State:  Their  Laws,  Our  Lives, 
and  it  is  expected  to  draw  sex  histor- 
ians from  around  the  world.  Organiz- 
ers are  hoping  the  gathering  will  pro- 
vide a  unique  opportunity  for  re- 
searchers to  share  current  historical 
work  on  homosexuality  and  the  law 
and  other  forms  of  state  control.  They 
also  hope  it  will  be  an  opportunity  to 
assess  the  state  of  scholarship  in  the 
still-young  lesbian  and  gay  history 
movement. 

Judith  Schwarz,  Jonathan  Katz, 
Esther  Newton,  Allan  Berube,  Theo 
Van  der  Meer,  Joan  Nestle  and  James 
Steakley  are  just  a  few  of  the  people 
who  have  expressed  interest  in  attend- 
ing. Conference  organizers  are  eager 
to  receive  other  proposals  for  papers, 
slide  shows  and  workshop  ideas.  The 
deadline  is  fast  approaching;  anyone 
wishing  to  present  material  should 
submit  a  proposal  by  March  31.  For 
further  information,  write:  Sex  and 
the  Stale  History  Conference,  c/o 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Stn 
A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2,  or  phone 
(416)  364-2759. 

The  hi.story  conference  will  coincide 
with  a  number  of  other  events  occur- 
ing  in  Toronto.  The  city  will  play  host 
to  the  seventh  annual  conference  of 
the  International  Gay  Association,  a 
gala  cultural  festival,  as  well  as  special 
events  like  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day 
and  Celebrasian.  Toronto  may  never 
be  the  same!  Watch  for  further  an- 
nouncements. E.in 


men,  recruited  by  their  doctors.  At  first 
the  study,  begun  in  November  1982,  dealt 
only  with  gay  men  experiencing  lymph 
gland  disorders,  but  later  broadened  to 
include  heahhy  gay  men.  Commenting  on 
the  validity  of  the  group  as  a  representa- 
tive sample  of  gay  men,  Jeffries  said: 
"It's  typical  of  the  gay  male  population 
which  is  still  employed,  has  medical  cov- 
erage and  a  regular  doctor." 

Of  the  700  men,  researchers  tested 
blood  samples  from  about  400,  taken  be- 
tween November  1982  and  February 
1984.  Using  a  reliable  test  for  exposure 
provided  by  the  Laboratory  Centre  for 
Disease  Control  in  Ottawa  —  not  the 
controversial  enzyme-linked  immunosor- 
bent assay  about  to  be  marketed  in  the 
US  —  researchers  discovered  that  30  per- 
cent of  the  400  men  had  been  exposed  to 
the  suspected  AIDS  virus.  A  further  test 
of  about  300  of  the  same  men,  from 
whom  a  second  blood  sample  was  taken 
between  February  1984  and  September 
1 984,  showed  that  37  percent  had  been 
exposed  to  the  virus.  However,  the  sec- 
ond, higher  figure  does  not  necessarily  in- 
dicate a  climbing  rate  of  exposure.  Jef- 
fries says  that,  because  of  the  range  of 
time  over  which  both  groups  of  blood 
samples  were  taken,  he  would  be  "very 
reluctant  to  take  that  as  a  rate  of 
change." 

Although  the  test  for  exposure  to  the 
virus  used  in  these  tests  is  accurate,  the 
actual  significance  of  exposure  remains 
unknown.  Tests  for  exposure  work  by  de- 
tecting antibodies  in  the  blood,  substan- 
ces formed  as  part  of  the  body's  response 
to  attempted  invasion  by  the  virus.  The 
test  does  not  reveal  whether  the  virus  has 
been  successful  in  establishing  itself.  Only 
eight  of  the  400  men  tested  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS. 

The  practical  conclusion  to  be  taken 
from  the  test  results  are  that  being  fucked 
is  four  times  more  likely  than  any  other 
sex  act  to  expose  gay  men  to  the  virus 
believed  to  cause  AIDS.  If  this  virus  does 
indeed  cause  AIDS,  then,  in  an  unknown 
fraction  of  the  cases,  exposure  will  lead  to 
the  development  of  AIDS. 

KenPopertD 
• 
As  of  February  21 ,  the  Laboratory  Centre 
for  Disease  Control  in  Ottawa  had 
recorded  a  total  of  183  adult  cases  of  Ac- 
quired Immunodeficiency  Syndrome  in 
Canada.  In  rsp's  last  report,  the  total 
stood  at  174  cases  as  of  January  24.  Of 
the  current  total  131  are  gay  or  bisexual 
men,  of  whom  61  have  died. 
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Total 

Number 

Deaths 

Ont 

71 

64 

26 

Que 

64 

26 

17 

BC 

32 

28 

12 

Alta 

9 

9 

5 

NS 

4 

3 

0 

Sask 

1 

1 

1 

Man 

1 

0 

0 

Nfid 

1 

0 

0 

No  cases  are  reported  in  New  Bruns- 
wick or  Prince  Edward  Island. 

You  can  get  advice  about  AIDS  by  call- 
ing the  following  organizations: 

Halifax  Gay  Health  Association,  c/o 
Gayline,  (902)  423-1389; 

Montreal  AIDS  Research  Committee, 
c/o  Gay  Montreal  Association,  (514) 
933-2395; 

The  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto, 
(416)  926-1626; 

Edmonton  AIDS  Network,  c/o  Gay 
Alliance  Toward  Equality,  (403) 
424-8361; 

AIDS  Vancouver,  (604)  867-2437. 

Ken  Poperin 
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Discrimination  by  decree 


The  Canadian  Armed  Forces 

promote  togetherness  in  the  ranks, 

but  only  up  to  a  point.  As  the  recent 

purge  of  lesbians  at  Shelbume, 

Nova  Scotia  shows,  where  gays  are 

concerned,  ''esprit  de  corps" 

becomes  a ''security  risk." 


Saying  that  they  posed  a  threat  to 
national  security,  the  Canadian 
Armed  Forces  have  dismissed  at 
least  five  women  alleged  to  be  les- 
bians from  a  base  in  Shelburne, 
Nova  Scotia.  Several  of  the  women  were 
oceanographic  operators  tracking  Soviet 
submarines  in  the  Atlantic. 

The  commander  of  the  station,  Lieu- 
tenant Commander  Eliot  Smith,  was 
quoted  in  a  Canadian  Press  story  as 
saying  that  an  investigation  carried  out 
last  summer  uncovered  a  "homosexual 
clique"  of  "hard-core"  lesbians  at  the 
base.  The  women  were  dismissed  because 
their  "abnormal  sexual  activity"  posed  a 
risk  to  national  security.  Up  to  60  percent 
of  the  approximately  100  people  on  the 
base  are  female,  said  Smith.  Most  live 
and  work  in  close?quarters,  which  can 
lead  to  "all  sorts  of  problems."  The  arti- 
cle also  quoted  Smith  as  saying  that  the 
Forces  did  not  go  looking  for  homosexu- 
ality at  Shelburne,  but  "waited  until  it 
came  to  us"  as  a  result  of  obvious  homo- 
sexual activity. 

A  Department  of  National  Defence 
spokesman  in  Ottawa  confirmed  to  TBP 
that  the  women  had  been  released,  but 
played  down  the  security  risk  aspect  of 
the  move,  describing  it  as  "a  factor,  but 
not  the  prime  factor."  He  said  that  "the 
unique  demands  of  service  life,"  includ- 
ing living  in  close  quarters  with  the  possi- 
bility of  personal  relationships  creating 
confiicts  or  morale  problems,  were  more 
important.  Captain  Kevin  Carle  also  told 
TAP  that  safety  was  a  factor  for  homosex- 


Ex-servicewoman  Sheryl  Wright:  "They  allow  you  to  get  close.  Then  they  separate  you" 


uals  in  the  Forces  "because  of  non- 
acceptance  by  peers." 

Captain  Carle  said  that  some  of  the 
Shelburne  women  had  placed  grievances 
before  they  were  released,  but  he  could 
not  say  how  many  had  taken  that  action. 

The  Halifax  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality 
deplored  the  dismissal  of  women,  saying: 
"The  implication  that  all  lesbians  and 
gays  are  potential  traitors  insults  not  only 
our  homosexual  service  people,  but  every 
lesbian  and  gay  citizen  of  Canada. 

"It  is  unacceptable  for  any  employer 
—  let  alone  the  Government  of  Canada  — 
to  dismiss  an  employee  simply  because  of 
his  or  her  sexual  orientation.  The  military 
crusade  against  gays  and  lesbians  denies 
10  percent  of  the  population  (the  percent- 
age generally  regarded  as  being  homo- 
sexual) access  to  jobs  at  one  of  the 
region's  largest  employers,  and  one  of  the 


few  offering  highly  paid  jobs  to  women. 

"Gays  and  lesbians  are  not  protected 
by  federal  or  Nova  Scotia  human  rights 
legislation,  nor  are  we  covered  by  the 
Constitution  or  the  Charter  of  Rights  and 
Freedoms.' ' 

The  group  urged  Canadians  to  lobby 
for  legislation  that  will  recognize  the 
human  rights  of  homosexuals,  including 
their  right  to  serve  in  the  Canadian 
Armed  Forces. 

Darl  Wood,  a  lesbian  and  feminist 
author  who  had  a  Forces  career  herself 
until  she  was  expelled  on  the  same  charge 
seven  years  ago,  is  representing  the  ser- 
vicewomen  in  public. 

Wood  says  that  the  affected  women  are 
mostly  young  —  19  and  20  years  old  — 
and  that  they  left  the  service  in  October 
after  an  investigation  which  took  place  in 
August.  "They  are  in  a  pretty  hazy  state. 


and  pretty  confused,"  she  said.  "It  threw 
their  lives  into  chaos  after  they  were 
released.  Now  they're  upset  because  it's 
starting  up  again.  A  journalist  got  hold  of 
the  story.  That's  why  it's  coming  out 
now." 

Wood  says  that  she  understands  that  a 
total  of  17  women  had  been  under  inves- 
tigation at  Shelburne.  "There  are  indica- 
tions that  there  is  going  to  be  a  real  crack- 
down on  this."  She  says  that  "it  happens 
on  a  regular  basis"  that  women  get  eject- 
ed from  the  forces  on  grounds  of  homo- 
sexuality. "But  1  don't  remember  ever 
hearing  about  that  many  (going)  at  one 
time"  except  during  a  "purge"  at  Argen- 
tia,  Newfoundland  in  1977.  "It's  quite 
common  in  the  United  States  that  they 
will  let  a  whole  bunch  go  at  once." 

She  says  that  military  investigations  in- 
to homosexuality  are  extremely  stressful 
and  include  lengthy  interrogations,  mail 
opening,  and  other  invasions  of  privacy 
(See  rSP  March  1983).  In  her  own  case, 
the  investigation  "came  as  quite  a  shock. 
I  was  called  into  my  boss's  office.  He 
asked  me  if  I  was  a  lesbian.  I  said  yes.  I 
was  taken  to  a  Special  Investigation  Unit, 
where  I  was  interrogated  for  a  number  of 
hours."  Wood  wrote  about  the  experience 
in  1983:  "They  want  to  know,  two  men 
interrogating  (you)  about  (your)  sex  life. . . . 
They  want  details:  when,  where,  even 
how;  tribadism,  digital  manipulation,  on 
and  on,  repeating  the  same  questions  over 
and  over  until  (you)  want  to  scream." 

"They  also  plant  people  in  basic  train- 
ing so  they  can  gain  trust.  A  different 
woman  I  know  was  interrogated  for  12 
hours  until  they  broke  her  down.  They 
offered  to  go  easy  on  her  if  she  would  be 
a  plant,  and  help  them,  and  give  them 
names  of  people  she  knew  to  be 
lesbians." 

The  ex-servicewoman  points  out  that 
"Canadian  Forces  administrative  orders 
say  that  if  you  ever  suspect  anyone  of  be- 
ing homosexual,  you're  to  go  to  your 
commanding  officer.  There  is  a  lot  of 
coercion  there,  paranoia  and  fear.  And 
you  don't  have  to  have  proof.  You  only 
have  to  suspect.  They  will  go  to  strenuous 
lengths  to  prove  it,  or  catch  people  out." 

Investigations  wreak  havoc  on  relation- 
ships, she  says.  "My  lover  was  in  the  ser- 
vices also.  She  was  on  another  base.  They 
condnued  on  page  14  ^^ 
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Censorship  as  a  civil  right 


As  artists,  feminists  and  gay 

people  rally  against  the  harsh 

prospect  of  strengthened 

obscenity  laws  demanded  by  the 

anti-pom  movement,  its  leaders 

are  repackaging  censorship  as 

a  form  of  human  rights. 


The  antipomography  movement  in 
Canada  may  be  about  to  adopt  a 
new  strategy  in  order  to  dampen 
fears  that  its  aim  is  censorship. 
Toronto  feminist  Susan  G  Cole  is 
proposing  amendments  to  the  Ontario 
Human  Rights  Code  that  would  deal  with 
pornography  as  a  form  of  sex  discrimina- 
tion against  women.  Her  proposal  is  bas- 
ed on  similar  amendments  to  municipal 
human  rights  laws  in  the  United  States. 
Cole  suggests  this  course  as  an  alternative 
to  state  control  and  criminal  prosecution 
under  obscenity  laws. 

In  the  fall  of  1983,  feminist  constitu- 
tional lawyer  Catharine  MacKinnon  £md 
anti-pom  activist  Andrea  Dworkin  taught 
a  university  course  in  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota on  the  subject  of  pornography  and 
its  effects  on  women's  lives.  They  saw 
pornography  as  a  "form  of  discrimina- 
tion based  on  sex"  and  suggested  that  in- 
dividuEils  who  believed  they  had  been 
heirmed  by  pornography  should  have  the 
right  to  sue  for  damages. 

They  were  hired  by  the  City  of  Minnea- 
polis to  draft  an  ordinance  that  would  put 
their  theory  into  practice. 

The  Minneapolis  ordinance  defined 
"pornography"  as  "the  sexually  explicit 
subordination  of  women,  graphically  de- 
picted in  pictures  or  in  words...."  It  listed 
several  factors,  any  one  of  which  would 
be  sufficient  to  render  material  "por- 
nographic." The  factors  included  mutila- 
tion, the  portrayal  of  women  as  enjoying 
pain,  humiliation  or  rape,  women  in 
postures  of  "sexual  submission,"  women 
portrayed  as  "whores  by  nature,"  and 
women  portrayed  as  "filthy  or  inferior." 
In  addition,  the  presentation  of  women's 
body  parts  —  vaginas,  breasts  and  bot- 
toms, in  particular  —  for  the  purpose  of 
titillation  would  also  be  "pornographic." 
The  use  of  men,  children  or  transsexuals 
in  the  place  of  women  would  also  be  con- 
sidered pornography. 

Provision  was  made  in  the  ordinance 
for  the  punishment  of  those  who  "traf- 
fic" in  porn,  that  is,  those  who  produce, 
distribute  or  sell  material  defined  as 
"pornographic."  Only  libraries  and  uni- 
versities who  collect  such  material  for 
"research"  would  be  exempt. 

Behind  the  Minneapolis  ordinance  and 
other  similar  ones  proposed  in  Indiana- 
polis (Indiana),  Madison  (Wisconsin)  and 
Suffolk  County  (New  York),  is  the  belief 
that  there  is  a  connection  between  the  use 
of  pornography  and  the  incidence  of  vio- 
lence against  women. 

Minneapolis  City  Council  voted  in  fav- 
our of  the  MacKinnon  /  Dworkin  ordin- 
ance on  December  30,  1983.  But,  on 


Susan  G  Cole:  '  'Getting  the  law  passed  isn  't  as  important  as  having  a  test  case  ready ' ' 


January  5,  1984  Mayor  Don  Fraser 
vetoed  the  bill,  citing  the  First  Amend- 
ment to  the  American  Constitution  which 
guarantees  freedom  of  speech.  He  said 
the  definition  of  pornography  in  the 
proposal  was  so  "vague  as  to  make  it  im- 
possible for  people  to  adjust  conduct  in 
order  to  keep  from  running  afoul  of  its 
proscriptions." 

An  ordinance  based  on  the  Minneapo- 
lis proposal  was  passed  in  the  City  of  In- 
dianapolis in  the  summer  of  1984,  but  an 
association  of  publishers  and  book-sellers 
and  distributors  obtained  an  injunction 
against  enforcement  of  the  law,  pending  a 
court  challenge.  So  far,  in  Wisconsin  and 
New  York  State  the  law  is  only  at  the 
draft  stage.  But  feminist  women  are  not 
the  only  ones  who  believe  that  a  solution 
to  the  "problem"  of  pornography  lies  in 
the  civil  courts.  Public  debates  on  the  or- 
dinances tend  to  attract  the  right-wing  in 
large  numbers.  William  D' Andre,  the 
Long  Island  legislator  who  proposed  a 
version  of  the  bill  there,  did  so  in  the 
hope  of  stamping  out  sodomy  and 
strengthening  the  American  family. 

• 
So  far,  fighting  pornography  through  the 
civil  courts  is  a  strategy  that  has  been  con- 
fined to  the  United  States.  But  Toronto 
feminist  Susan  G  Cole  would  like  to  see 
the  same  sort  of  strategy  used  here  in 
Canada.  She  believes  that  the  answer  to 
pornography  lies  in  the  human  rights  laws 
and  the  tribunals  that  apply  them.  Cole 
spoke  to  TBP  recently  about  her  proposed 
legislation. 

She  defines  pornography  as  a  "practice 
of  presenting  sexual  subordination  for 
sexual  excitement,  and/or  the  practice  of 
getting  sexual  excitement  from  sexual 
subordination,"  but  she  realizes  that  this 
definition  is  not  legally  acceptable, 
because  "as  soon  as  you  talk  about  things 
like  'for  sexual  excitement'  you're  imply- 
ing intent,  which  is  very  difficut  to  prove 


legally."  So,  for  legal  purposes  she  ac- 
cepts the  MacKinnon  /  Dworkin  definition 
of  pornography  (see  above). 

Cole  explains  that  she  arrived  at  her 
definition  through  seven  years  of  "look- 
ing at  the  pornography  industry,  and  por- 
nography and  the  practice  itself."  She 
says  "it  describes  what  people  do.  It's  not 
something  I  made  up." 

Susan  Cole  believes  that  pornography 
records  a  practice,  that  it  isn't  just  images 
but  real  Ufe.  "What  we're  talking  about 
with  pornography  is  sexual  practice.  In 
other  words,  it's  not  images,  it's  record- 
ing of  sex  that  happens  and  that's  what 
pornography  is,  about  having  sex  that's 
being  recorded  or  sex  taking  place  under 
sexually  subordinating  conditions  or  sex- 
ually subordinating  sex  being  recorded, 
for  sexual  excitement." 

Cole  believes  that  pornography  is  "act- 
ive" in  the  sexual  subordination  of  wom- 
en, contributing  to  the  ways  in  which 
women  are  perceived  in  our  culture.  She 
objects  to  being  seen  as  a  "single-issue 
person,"  someone  whose  only  interest  is 
eliminating  pornography.  "I'm  not  say- 
ing that  pornography  is  the  only  bad 
thing  in  the  world.  I'm  saying  it's  bad  and 
I  would  like  it  if  it  didn't  exist.  And  if  it 
were  not  in  my  world  and  in  the  worlds  of 
women  whose  lives  are  being  made  miser- 
able through  it,  by  it  and  under  it ...  I 
don't  think  eliminating  pornography  is 
going  to  create  equality  for  women  or 
bring  about  the  revolution.  1  think  it'll 
make  a  lot  of  women's  lives  better, 
though." 

Cole's  proposed  ordinance  would  work 
in  three  stages:  first  defining  pornogra- 
phy as  sex  discrimination,  then  defining 
pornography  itself  and  finally,  offering 
individuals  redress  if  they  prove  to  have 
been  harmed  by  pornography  in  connec- 
tion with  four  specific  situations. 

In  defining  porn  as  sexual  subordina- 
tion, she  argues  that  "the  continued  pro- 


,motion  of  sexual  subordination  in  turn- 
ing consumers,  mostly  men,  on  to  sexual 
inequality  is  having  a  differential  effect 
on  women."  She  supports  this  claim  by 
saying  that  "this  is  what  women  in  the 
trade  are  saying,  what  women  in  the  shel- 
ters are  saying.  That's  their  own  testimo- 
ny." Further,  Cole  cites  a  body  of  litera- 
ture that  says  that  under  laboratory  con- 
ditions, prolonged  exposure  to  violent 
pornography  raises  aggression  levels.  She 
says,  "what  I  think  is  happening  with 
pornography  is  that  it  is  placing  rape 
maybe  just  a  little  farther  on  one  end  of 
the  normal  sexual  behaviour  continuum, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  consumer." 

Cole  discussed  the  four  acts  that  would 
be  actionable  under  her  proposal  in  an  ar- 
ticle in  Broadside  magazine  (Vol  5,  num- 
ber 10),  and  explained  them  to  TBP.  They 
would  be:  coercion  into  pornographic 
performance;  coercion  into  sexual  acts 
based  on  pornography;  trafficking;  and 
intrusive  display.  She  explained  that  the 
original  US  ordinance  only  included 
"forcing"  pornography  on  an  individual, 
but  that  she  changed  it  to  "intrusive 
display"  because  she  believes  that  kind  of 
prohibition  is  necessary  to  eliminate 
things  like  "vulvas  at  the  check-out 
counter." 

She  does  not  believe  that  a  proposal 
such  as  hers  would  lead  to  state  censor- 
ship. "It  does  not  allow  the  police  to 
come  in  and  sweep  up  materials  and 
make  them  disappear."  She  says  that  the 
only  instance  of  any  kind  of  "prior  re- 
straint" would  be  the  case  of  a  woman 
who  had  proven  that  she  had  been  co- 
erced into  a  pornographic  performance. 
She  could  sue  to  prevent  the  distribution 
of  the  material. 

Besides,  says  Cole,  she's  not  sure  that 
"we  aren't  going  to  have  to  go  through  a 
process  where  people  who  are  trying  to  do 
sexual  representation  aren't  going  to  have 
to  deal  with  some  of  the  risks  that  are  in- 
herent in  that  process."  She  recognizes 
that  certain  groups  emd  individucds  are  al- 
ready taking  risks  and  being  persecuted 
for  it.  "Lisa  Steele  (a  Toronto  video  ar- 
tist) has  been  persecuted  and  will  be 
persecuted  by  the  state  through  obscenity 
legislation.  Her  trauma  is  real,"  says 
Cole.  "I  don't  like  'obscenity'...  I  don't 
like  the  Ontario  Theatre's  Branch."  The 
important  things,  she  thinks,  about  her 
ordinance  is  that  it  presents  an  "alterna- 
tive to  censorship." 

Cole  doesn't  believe  that  her  proposal 
could  be  used  by  the  right  wing  to  pros- 
ecute material  that  it  found  offensive. 
She  says  that  right  wing  women  that  she 
knows  "hate  it."  She  says  "they  hate  it 
because  I  won't  propound  it  without  criti- 
cising obscenity  and  the  Censor  board. . . 
because  they're  much  more  interested  in 
empowering  police  than  they  are  in  em- 
powering women."  Questioned  about 
fears  that  the  ordinance,  if  passed,  might 
be  used  by  the  right,  she  calls  such  con- 
cerns "future  tense  panic,"  balancing  an 
abstract  against  "what  we  know  is  really 
happening...  weighing  potential  with 
real."  And  furthermore,  Cole  points  out 
that  she  has  no  intention  of  allowing  the 
ordinance  to  be  passed  in  a  legal  vacuum. 
She  says  that  "getting  the  law  passed  isn't 
as  important  as  having  the  test  case  ready 
the  minute  the  law  is  passed,  so  that  we 
can  start  to  fashion  the  way  in  which  the 
jurisprudence  is  going  to  take  place.  The 
first  cases  we  might  bring  regarding  porn- 
ography under  this  legislation  would  be 
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clear-cut  cases  of  sexual  subordination 
and  we  wouldn't  let  the  right  wing  near 
it. . .  we  would  be  using  this  as  a  political 
tool." 

So  far,  Cole's  proposed  legislation  is 
still  in  the  planning  stage.  But  she's  con- 
vinced that  the  elimination  of  pornogra- 
phy is  essential.  "I  certainly  think  that  the 
analysis  of  pornography  as  fantasy  or  ca- 
tharsis or  any  of  that  has  to  be  thrown 
out  the  window.  That's  really  silly...  the 
real  question  that  we  have  to  ask  our- 
selves, as  feminists  and  as  gays,  is  what 
are  we  willing  to  trade  off  for  the  other? 
Because  there's  no  question  that  there  are 
a  lot  of  people. . .  who  are  willing  to  trade 
off  the  real  sexual  subordination  in 
people's  lives  —  women's  in  particular  — 
for  the  right  of  free  expression,  and  the 
free  expression  of  a  sexuality.  I  think 
that's  a  crucial  debate  for  us  to  be  having. 
I  don't  think  we're  having  it.  I  think 
we're  screaming  at  each  other." 

• 
Would  an  amendment  to  human  rights 
laws  empower  women  to  deal  with  the 
negative  aspects  of  pornography  while 
avoiding  state  censorship?  While  human 
rights  commissions  are  not  courts,  they 
are  government  agencies,  and  they  should 
be  subject  to  close  scrutiny  before  they're 
entrusted  with  the  power  to  decide  which 
sexually  explicit  materials  can  be  distrib- 
uted and  which  cannot. 

Toronto  feminist  and  lawyer  Lynn 
King  spoke  to  TBP  about  the  workings  of 
the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 
and  the  way  in  which  antipornography 
legislation  would  likely  be  applied. 

The  members  of  the  commission  who 
sit  on  its  tribunals  are  lay  people,  but  of  a 
very  particular  sort.  They  are  appointed 
by  the  provincial  government  (which  in 
Ontario  means  they're  chosen  by  a  Tory 
government)  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  members  are  either  lawyers  or  law 
professors.  Decisions  on  complaints  that 
came  before  the  commission  —  as  to 
whether  material  is  pornographic  and 
who  has  a  complaint  worth  pursuing  — 
would  not  be  made  by  criminjil  court 
judges.  But  they  would  come  from  people 
with  similar  social  and  political  outlooks. 

King  observed  that  "the  human  rights 
commission  tribunals  £ue  like  any  other 
government  tribunals.  There  are  over  a 
thousjmd  in  Ontario,  all  appointed  by  the 
government.  Ask  workers  if  they  think 
the  Workers'  Compensation  Board  is 
there  to  protect  them.  Tribuneils  are  apart 
from  the  people  they  serve." 

Another  important  consideration,  ac- 
cording to  King,  is  the  fact  that  the  actual 
drafting  of  the  law  will  be  left  up  to 
government  lawyers.  Feminists  will  not  be 
able  to  control  the  final  product  —  the 
exact  wording,  so  crucial  in  law,  will  be 
out  of  their  hands.  King  thinks  the  ex- 
perience of  Ontario  feminists  with  draft- 
ing of  the  1978  Family  Law  Reform  Act 
should  make  them  wary.  "Women  had  a 
huge  input  into  the  Act,  but  they  were 
ultimately  written  out."  (The  final  form- 
ulation of  the  Act  did  not  provide  for  a 
50/50  division  of  ail  the  wife's  and  hus- 
band's assets  in  divorce  cases  as  expected; 
it  didn't  extend  past  the  division  of  the 
family  home  and  personal  possessions.) 

King  thinks  feminists  can't  leave  their 
concerns  about  state  censorship  behind 
when  dealing  with  human  rights  commis- 
sions. "The  HRC  sounds  softer,  but  it's 
appointed  and  paid  for  by  the  state,  and 
the  state  writes  the  laws."  And  feminists 
have  to  expect  that  the  state  will  follow  its 
own  agenda,  rather  than  feminist  prin- 
ciples. According  to  King,  the  virtual  im- 

)ssibility  of  exerting  feminist  control 
over  censorship  makes  it  a  dangerous 
proposition. 

The  human  rights  commission  exists  to 
hear  complaints  from  individual  citizens 


Lawyer  Lynn  King:  "The  human 
rights  commission  sounds  softer, 
but  it's  appointed  and  paid  for 
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to  expect  that  the  state  will  follow 
its  own  agenda,  not  feminist 
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—  this  is  what  differentiates  it  from  the 
criminal  courts,  and  this  is  also  part  of  its 
appeal  for  feminists.  It  offers  the  hope 
that  through  the  commission  women  can 
be  empowered  to  fight  their  own  battles 
against  pornog.aphy. 

However,  the  commission  potentially 
empowers  everyone,  not  just  feminists, 
not  just  women.  It  could  prove  an 
equally  useful  tool  for  Ken  Campbell  of 
Renaissance  International  in  his  cam- 
paign to  restore  Christian  decency  to  the 
land.  Susan  Cole  has  suggested  that  fem- 
inists could  control  the  first  cases  brought 
under  the  amendment,  and  thereby  set 
the  law  on  their  chosen  path.  According 
to  Lynn  King,  this  simply  isn't  possible. 

"Anyone  could  lay  a  complaint  just  as 
easily  and  just  as  quickly  as  a  feminist 
could;  also,  once  complaints  are  laid, 
there's  no  way  of  telling  when  they  will  be 
heard.  Getting  your  complaint  in  before 
someone  else's  guarantees  nothing  —  one 
case  might  drag  on  for  months  or  years, 
while  another  might  be  settled  in  a  matter 
of  weeks." 

An  even  greater  obstacle  to  feminist  at- 
tempts to  control  the  way  the  law  would 
develop  is  the  very  different  role  prece- 
dent plays  in  commission  tribunals  as  op- 
posed to  the  criminal  courts.  A  decision 
from  one  tribunal  is  not  binding  on  other 
tribunals.  One  favourable  interpretation 
of  the  law  would  not  secure  a  feminist 
victory  once  and  for  all.  "Just  because 
Hustler  is  proven  degrading  to  women 
today  does  not  mean  that  Margaret  Lau- 
rence's The  Diviners  couldn't  be  attacked 
on  the  same  grounds  tomorrow,"  says 
King. 

While  the  tribunal  process  allows  input 
from  feminists,  it  also  allows  input  from 
the  far  right  and  religious  fundamen- 
talists. The  proposed  amendment  could 
reduce  state  control  to  some  degree,  but 
at  the  price  of  opening  up  opportunities 
for  forces  inimical  to  feminism. 

Gillian  Rodgerson  and  Lee  Waldorf  D 
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Agency  abraptly  ends 
gay  youth  group  link 

An  Edmonton  youth  services  agency  has 
abruptly  terminated  its  association  with 
the  city's  gay  youth  group,  leaving  it 
scrambling  for  a  meeting  place. 

Walter  Cavalieri,  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  Gay /Lesbian  Youth  Group  says  that 
McMan  Youth  Services  gave  the  group 
less  than  a  week's  notice  that  it  could  no 
longer  use  space  in  the  McMan  facility 
for  its  weekly  Saturday  night  meetings. 
The  group  eiIso  lost  the  use  of  a  telephone 
line  provided  by  McMan.  Cavalieri 
charges  that  the  McMan  board  made  the 
decision  without  ever  informing  the  gay 
group  that  its  fate  was  on  the  agenda. 

The  withdrawal  of  support  occurred  at 
a  board  meeting  January  21 ,  following 
the  earlier  resignation  of  a  previously  sup- 
portive agency  director. 

"It  had  been  the  principal  organization 
which  gay  youth  could  count  on.  They 
had  been  wonderful.  That's  why  we  were 
stunned,"  says  Cavalieri.  He  adds  that, 
while  the  group  does  expect  that  it  can 
change  McMan's  mind,  "we  just  want  to 
alert  them  to  the  fact  that  you  don't  do 
this  to  people  —  drop  them  in  the  middle 
of  a  programme  and  toss  them  into  the 
street." 

McMan's  new  director,  Dr  Carole 
Ladan,  told  TBP:  "The  group  had  been 
using  the  house  and  we  have  given  them 
support,  but  the  group  had  never  really 
been  approved  by  our  provincial  board." 
Cavalieri,  while  agreeing  that  the  group's 
presence  had  never  been  officially  ap- 
proved during  the  two  years  it  met  weekly 
in  the  house,  points  out  that  the  McMan 
board  was  certainly  aware  that  the  group 
was  there.  He  notes  that  the  gay  youth 
group  has  been  listed  among  McMan's 
services  in  the  Directory  of  Community 
Services  for  Edmonton  and  District. 

Responding  to  the  charge  that  the  gay 
group  was  asked  to  leave  with  almost  no 
notice,  Ladan  said,  "There  was  some 


Once  upon 
a  time...- 

Five  years  ago: 

March  21, 1980:  The  Supreme  Court 
of  Ontario  ordered  that  Paul  Head  — 
a  30-year-old  openly  gay  constable  of 
the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  —  be  re- 
instated as  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  Force.  Head  had  been  appre- 
hended in  1978,  coming  out  of  a  Ham- 
ilton hotel  where  gays  often  gathered, 
and  charged  with  gross  indecency  and 
contributing  to  the  delinquency  of  a 
juvenile. 

March  31, 1980:  Constable  Head,  re- 
porting to  the  Burlington  headquar- 
ters for  work,  was  served  with  a 
suspension  notice  and  told  he  was 
charged  with  "conduct  likely  to  bring 
discredit  to  the  reputation  of  the 
Force." 

April  8,  1980:  The  Supreme  Court  of 
Ontario  dismissed  a  motion  to  prohib- 
it proceeding  with  the  trial  of  five  men 
charged  with  keeping  the  Barracks  — 
a  Toronto  bath  —  as  a  common 
bawdyhouse. 


Paul  Head:  out  of  the  OFF  in  1980 

April  26, 1980:  In  Montreal,  more 
than  1 ,000  gay  men  and  lesbians  pro- 
tested against  a  police  raid  at  the 
Sauna  David  on  April  23. 
April  26,  1980:  George  Hislop  was 
given  the  nod  by  the  Ward  6  Com- 
munity Organization  as  their  choice 
for  alderman  in  November  civic  elec- 
tions. Hislop  became  the  first  openly 
gay  candidate  to  run  for  civic  office  in 
Toronto. 

Ten  years  ago: 

March  20, 1975:  Gays  of  Ottawa 
organized  demonstrations  protesting 
police  persecution  of  gays  and  the  Ot- 
tawa media's  biased  coverage  of  ar- 
rests in  a  so-called  "sex  ring."n 


miscommunication  and  I  must  take  some 
responsibility,  although  there  have  been 
two  parties  to  the  miscommunication." 

Ladan  explained  that  McMan's  youth 
employment  programme  needed  more  of 
the  facilities,  including  the  phone  Une.  It 
appears  that  the  fact  that  the  gay  group 
had  never  received  official  approval  left  it 
vulnerable.  However,  a  McMan  employ- 
ee denied  to  TBP  any  awareness  that  the 
Saturday  night  slot  formerly  allocated  to 
the  gay  youth  group  was  now  being  used 
by  the  employment  programme. 

Ladan  also  pointed  out  that  she  had 
helped  find  a  new  connection  for  the  gay 
youth  group,  with  a  Unitarian  church  of 
which  she  is  a  member.  And  Cavalieri 
acknowledges  that  McMan  had  put  his 
group  in  touch  wdth  the  church. 

The  connection  with  the  church  may 
actually  help  gay  youth  in  Edmonton, 
since  the  Unitarians  are  interested  in 
public  education.  "One  of  the  things 


they've  offered  to  do  is  publicize  the 
group.  They  reached  out  and  said,  'We 
want  you ,' "  says  Cavalieri .  PS  D 

Regina  group  hopeful 
about  rights  code  bid 

Gays  in  Saskatchewan  may  be  protected 
against  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex- 
ual preference  if  proposals  to  be  present- 
ed to  the  Saskatchewan  Human  Rights 
Commission  by  a  group  called  the  Gay 
Community  of  Regina  are  acted  upon. 

Bruno  Tiede,  a  member  of  the  organi- 
zation's board  of  directors,  says  that  a 
40-page  document  outlining  the  need  for 
such  legislation  will  be  presented  to  the 
commission  in  mid- April.  He  says  that 
chances  of  the  amendment  to  the  Human 
Rights  Code  being  passed  seem  "fairly 
good"  at  this  time.  "We  have  been  work- 


ing on  it  for  a  long  time.  We  have  gath- 
ered quite  a  bit  of  material." 

According  to  Tiede,  his  organization 
met  with  Justice  Minister  Gary  Lane  last 
October  and  "Saskatchewan's  response 
was  that  it  would  certainly  be  prepared  to 
consider  including  such  an  amendment  in 
an  omnibus  statute  it  is  going  to  pass  in  its 
legislature  before  April  17th." 

But  Bill  Armstrong,  a  public  relations 
officer  with  the  justice  department,  told 
TBP:  "That  (sexual  preference)  has  been 
discussed,  but  I  can't  tell  you  what  form 
it  will  take,  such  as  a  more  open-ended 
formulation."  Armstrong  clarified  that 
he  was  referring  to  the  possibility  of  fol- 
lowing the  Charter  of  Rights,  which  does 
not  include  sexual  orientation  or  pref- 
erence in  the  Hst  of  protected  categories, 
but  which  does  have  a  clause  stating  that 
protection  against  discrimination  is  not 
limited  to  just  the  enumerated  categories. 
In  effect,  such  wording  leaves  the  matter 
of  deciding  whether  gays  are  protected 
against  discrimination  up  to  the  courts. 

The  Regina  organization  was  to  meet 
with  other  Saskatchewan  gay  groups  in 
March  to  discuss  a  joint  presentation  to 
the  commission.  "We're  hoping  for  big 
things  out  of  that,"  says  Tiede. 

The  October  meeting  also  yielded  a  de- 
cision by  the  province  to  designate  AIDS 
as  a  reportable  disease.  "Nothing  was  be- 
ing done  in  the  province  at  that  time  in 
regards  to  AIDS,"  says  Tiede.  "There  was 
no  reporting  centre,  and  no  records  of 
cases  in  Saskatchewan.  We  asked  for 
mandatory  reporting  so  it  could  be 
documented." 

The  actions  by  the  Gay  Community  of 
Regina  reflect  an  upswing  in  organized 
gay  activity  in  the  city.  In  1984,  a  number 
of  new  groups  were  created,  while  others 
expanded  their  programmes.  Among  the 
new  arrivals  are  an  organization  for  gay 
parents;  a  Gay  Religious  Group;  Parents, 
Family  and  Friends  of  Gay  Regina;  the 
Lavender  Social  Club  (for  lesbians);  and 
the  Gay  Athletic  Guild.  The  Gay  Com- 
munity of  Regina  operates  the  Rumours 
Club  and  sponsors  other  social  activities 
throughout  the  year.  The  organization 
claims  a  membership  of  almost  500 
people.  PSD 


So  what  about 

sartorial 

preference? 

Ontario  gets  a  new  solicitor 
general  with  some  old  ideas 

At  the  s  wearing  in  of  Ontario 's  new  Miller 
ministry,  MLA  John  Williams  became  the 
province 's  solicitor  general,  responsible 
for  the  Ontario  Provincial  Police  and  all 
of  the  province 's  municipal  police  forces. 
Williams  has  twice  spoken  on  amend- 
ments to  the  Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
which  would  have  included  sexual  orienta- 
tion in  the  Code,  in  May  J 976  and  in 
November  1981. 

From  Hansard,  6  May  1976: 

The  resolution  we  have  before  us  is  en- 
deavouring to  legislate  a  form  of  social  be- 
haviour. It  could  well  be  argued  in  this 
House  as  well  that  someone  should  bring 
in  a  similar  amendment  which,  in  place  of 
the  words  "sexual  preference,"  would 
provide  for  sartorial  preference  or  perhaps 
leisure  time  preference. 
• 
The  proposal  of  the  resolution  has  sug- 
gested that  in  this  swinging  age  of  ours, 
where  we  have  different  and  varying  life- 


styles, we  should  be  tolerant  of  these  vari- 
ous attitudes  and  preferences,  and  with 
that  I  do  not  disagree.  But  what  I  do  disa- 
gree with  is  the  fact  that  the  problem  be- 
fore us  has  been  minimized  to  simply  rep- 
resent a  new  swinging  type  of  lifestyle 
rather  than  the  fact  that  it  may  represent 
some  deeper-rooted  problems. 

• 
The  Criminal  Code  was  amended  in  1%9 
so  as  to  remove  prohibitions  against  ho- 
mosexual acts  between  consenting  adults 
in  private,  and  so  it  should  have  done.  As 
such,  I  think  it  provided  a  degree  of 
security  and  protected  the  civil  rights  of 
persons  who  engaged  in  homosexuality, 
whether  they  be  male  or  female,  that  here- 
tofore had  not  existed.  They  did,  in  fact, 
have  to  carry  on  their  personal  preferences 
and  activities  in  a  cloak-and-dagger  style.  I 
suggest  with  that  amendment  having  come 
forward  that  this  is  no  longer  the  case,  that 
they  do  have  their  civil  rights,  which  are 
unimpeded,  and  that  they  CcUi  carry  on 
their  activities  in  their  own  personal  ways. 

• 
1  think  they  have  to  be  respected  and  given 
their  rights  as  individuals  themselves.  I 
have  so  stated;  and  the  amendment  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  I  think,  accompHshed 
that.  However,  I  do  not  think  we  can  sug- 
gest by  legislating  such  a  provision  into  the 
law  that  a  mantle  of  normalcy  should  be 
bestowed  upon  persons  who  do  not  be- 
have in  a  totally  normal  social  way  as  rec- 
ognized by  society. 


From  Hansard,  30  November  1981: 

Why  should  one  group  in  our  society 
with  a  very  special  type  of  human  behavi- 
our be  singled  out  and  given  a  special  sta- 
tus when  no  other  special  group  or  organi- 
zation with  other  peculiarities,  if  I  may  use 
that  term  with  respect,  is  given  the  same 
accreditation  and  acknowledgement? 

• 
We  can  quote  from  many  who  approach 
the  subject  from  a  strictly  moral  point  of 
view.  I  think  I  would  be  inclined  to  sup- 
port those  who  suggest  the  proposition  put 
forward  which  states  that  wilful  homosex- 
uality is  not  a  question  of  responding  to  a 
physical  maladjustment,  nor  is  it  evidence 
of  a  mental  disorder;  it  is  a  deliberately 
willed,  wrong  choice  in  the  natural  moral 
order. 

• 
One  of  the  previous  speakers  suggested 
that  one  of  the  insidious  parts  of  this 
whole  debate  is  the  fact  that  those  in  the 
homosexual  community  who,  because 
they  have  chosen  this  type  of  living,  have 
embarked  upon  a  militant  course  of  action 
to  persuade  —  I  suggest  perhaps  more 
than  to  persuade,  to  try  to  impose  upon  — 
the  public  mind  and  conscience  an  attitude 
that  somehow  their  sexual  attitudes 
towards  each  other  arc  a  state  of  normalcy 
rather  than  abnormalcy. 

We  understand  this  has  to  be  the  most 
difficult  consideration  people  who  have 
chosen  this  lifestyle  have.  Whether  it  is  a 


matter  of  conscience,  a  matter  of  personal 
guilt,  or  whether  there  is  no  feeling  there, 
they  certainly  feel  excluded  from  the  com- 
munity at  large,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  they  are  not  part  of  the  broader,  more 
conventional  community. 

I  have  no  personal  animosity  against 
those  who  have  chosen  to  live  in  this  way, 
as  other  members  of  this  House  have  also 
stated.  The  laws  of  this  country  are  such 
that,  in  1%9,  homosexual  activity  was 
removed  from  the  Criminal  Code  in  terms 
of  permitting  homosexual  acts  in  private 
between  consenting  persons  of  at  least  2 1 
years  of  age. 

The  real  concern  I  have  is  that  we  would 
appear  to  be  practising  reverse  discrimina- 
tion if  we  were  to  single  out  one  special 
group  in  this  society  —  this  tolerant  socie- 
ty as  we  have  been  labelled  by  other 
speakers  this  evening.  While  the  person 
who  used  that  term  was  making  an  argu- 
ment different  from  the  one  I  am  presen- 
ting here  this  evening,  I  do  agree  you  will 
find  nowhere  on  this  earth  a  more  tolerant 
society  than  we  have  here  in  this  our  own 
country  of  Canada,  including  tolerance 
towards  those  labelled  homosexual.  They 
feel  a  sense  of  discrimination  against  them 
because  they  are  different.  1  think  any 
people  who  are  somewhat  different  feel 
somewhat  insecure  and  have  a  feeling  of 
being  discriminated  against,  because  they 
think  or  act  differently  from  people  in  the 
mainstream  of  scKiety.  Whether  in  fact 
that  is  the  case  is  another  ihing. 
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We  ^ 

your  language...  iiiiiM^ 

You  expect  nothing  less  than  the  best.  After  all,  you're 
at  home  in  the  Church  St  neighbourhood. 
Brandt  makes  sure  you  get  the  best. 
It's  a  language  we  understand. 


We  have  fresh  top  quality  beef,  pork, 
lamb,  veal,  poultry  and  fish. 

We're  friendly  and  courteous  and 
eager  to  help  you. 

We  carry  a  wide  selection  of  cheese, 
deli  and  imported  food  products  & 
pastries.  And  we  cater  food  trays. 


...Can  we 
talk? 

Brandt  Meats  &  Delicatessen 
530  Church  St  Toronto  961-3892 

Open  Monday  to  Friday  8am-8pm,  Saturday  8am-6pm 


Discrimimation  by  decree 

continued  from  page  9 


went  to  that  base  and  talked  to  her." 
Their  liaison  was  completely  destroyed. 

In  addition,  there  is  a  three-month 
period  between  being  given  one's  notice 
and  receiving  the  actual  discharge.  "Dur- 
ing those  three  months,  everyone  knows. 
You're  a  leper.  You're  totally  isolated 
from  other  people.  Your  security  clear- 
ance is  taken  away,  and  no  one  will  asso- 
ciate with  you  because  of  (fear  of)  guilt 
by  association.  You're  under  a  lot  of  pres- 
sure during  those  three  months.  It  was  a 
horrible  experience.  The  pressure  didn't 
let  up  all  that  time." 

Another  former  servicewoman,  Sheryl 
Wright,  who  now  lives  in  Toronto,  agrees 
that  being  gay  in  the  Forces  is  difficult. 
She  herself  resigned  after  a  satisfying  six- 
year  stint  because  her  career  had  stalled. 
No  one  ever  told  her  directly  that  her  les- 
bianism caused  the  brakes  to  be  put  on 
her  advancement,  but  she  was  told  in 
veiled  terms  she  was  "too  open"  about 
her  politics.  Wright  would  have  been  pro- 
moted to  captain  last  September  (she  left 
in  late  August)  —  a  fact  she  considers  sig- 
nificant in  not  having  been  fired.  "It 
comes  back  to  the  old  Imperial  system. 
There's  a  rank  structure  and  there's  a 
class  structure.  The  upper  classes  get 
away  with  murder  while  the  working  and 
middle  classes  are  in  a  much  different 
position."  Wright  estimates  that  95  per- 
cent of  the  people  who  get  kicked  out  of 
the  services  are  in  the  ranks.  Those  few 
officers  who  are  ejected  are  dismissed  for 
having  done  "stupid,  stupid  things." 

She  feels  that  several  factors  contribute 
to  gays  staying  in  the  system.  Many  ser- 
vice people  enlist  at  an  early  age  —  1 7  or 
18  —  when  their  sexuality  is  not  fully  de- 
fined. They  may  not  know  upon  entering 
that  homosexuality  is  outlawed,  although 
they  learn  soon  that  it  is,  during  the  three- 
month-long  basic  training. 

Depending  on  your  outlook,  basic 
training  is  either  a  period  when  recruits 
are  totally  resocialized  and  indoctrinated, 
leaving  them  vulnerable  to  intimidation 
by  their  superiors,  (Wood),  or  a  time 
when  new  soldiers  learn  discipline  and 
pride,  and  push  themselves  to  the  limit 
(Wright).  In  either  event,  it  is  an  intense 
process  in  which,  says  Wright,  "it  is  very 
easy  to  become  very  attached  and  adjust- 
ed to  a  very  different  lifestyle  very  quick- 
ly." At  the  end  of  the  training  session,  the 
recruits  are  asked  if  they  wish  to  continue 
or  to  leave.  "It's  very  easy  to  say  to 
yourself  'I  can't  have  sex  with  girls  or 
smoke  drugs,  but  I  really  enjoyed  myself 
and  I'm  going  to  stay.'  You  don't  realize 
what  it  is  they're  asking,"  she  says. 

"It  may  be  years  before  you  think  of 
getting  involved  with  anyone.  It  isn't  until 
after  training  that  you  start  to  fall  back 
into  a  more  civilian  lifestyle."  But  by  that 
time,  says  Wright,  "You  have  worked  so 
hard,  you  are  going  to  be  very  careful 
about  throwing  it  away." 

Aggravating  the  situation  is  the 
military's  culturing  of  'espirit  de  corps.' 
"They  want  you  to  be  close  because  they 
want  you  to  function  as  one  person," 
adds  Wright.  "They  spend  so  much  time 
pushing  you  together  and  putting  you  in 
an  emotional,  tight,  and  structured  envi- 
ronment. They  allow  you  to  (become 
close)  to  a  certain  point.  Then  they  sep- 
arate you." 

Wright  fears  that  the  events  at 
Shelburne  will  set  women  in  the  Forces 
back  five  to  10  years.  Any  lesbians  who 
may  still  be  working  at  the  base  and  who 
are  carrying  out  relationships  with  other 
women  will  find  themselves  under  ex- 
treme strain.  "They  are  going  to  have  to 
go  out  of  their  ways  to  prove  their  inno- 


Former  servicewoman  Darl  Wood: 
''Duringthose  months,  everyone 
knows.  You're  a  leper.  You're 
totally  isolated  from  other  people. 
Your  security  clearance  is  taken 
away  and  no  one  will  associate 
with  you  for  fear  of  guilt  by 
association." 


cence.  If  that  doesn't  wreck  a  relation- 
ship, what  will?" 

Wright  points  out  that  married  straight 
couples  don't  have  an  easy  life  in  the 
military  either,  since  it  can  create  prob- 
lems with  the  ranking  structure  and  com- 
mand. "A  lot  of  times,  there  are  the  same 
concerns  for  heterosexuals  as  for 
homosexuals.  It  is  not  really  easy  for 
anybody,  but  it  is  ten  times  worse  for  gay 
couples.  You  just  can't  be  out.  You  are 
under  suspicion  all  the  time." 

Darl  Wood  says  that  even  though  ser- 
vicewomen  receive  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, they  get  it  under  classification 
5-D  ("Un-advantageously  employable"), 
which  ruins  the  candidate's  chances  of 
getting  a  good  government  job.  In  her 
own  case,  there  were  no  support  systems 
to  help  make  the  transition  from  military 
to  civilian  life  —  though  normally  the 
Forces  run  a  programme  to  help  personnel 
adjust  when  they  retire.  "You  have  to  be 
eased  into  it.  When  you're  kicked  out, 
after  they  put  you  through  that  humilia- 
tion and  degradation,  you're  thrown  out 
into  a  hostile  world.  It  takes  literally  years 
to  pull  yourself  back  together." 

For  Wood,  feminism  provided  a  guide. 
"It  explained  so  much  to  me.  It  took  the 
pressure  off  me.  I  was  blaming  myself, 
that  I  was  a  failure  of  some  kind.  I 
couldn't  have  articulated  the  thoughts  on 
my  own." 

As  for  the  Shelburne  women,  for  now, 
they  prefer  to  remain  anonymous.  "They 
are  going  to  meet  with  me,  then  they  are 
going  to  decide  what  action  they  want  to 
take  —  if  they  want  to  go  the  legal  route, 
ask  for  a  redress  of  grievance,  or  just 
leave  it  alone,"  says  Wood. 

The  feminist  author  is  starting  a  sup- 
port group  in  Halifax  and  wants  to  create 
a  national  network  of  lesbians  who  have 
been  released  from  the  Forces  for  their 
sexual  preference.  She  is  asking  these 
women  to  write  to  her  care  of  the  Gay 
Alliance  for  Equality,  Box  3611,  Halifax 
South,  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia.  B3J  3K6. 

Pat  Spencer  n 

'  'Pat  Spencer  "  isa  pseudonym. 
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British  Columbia  MPs  queried  on  gay  rights  stands 


VICTORIA  —Three  MPs  from  British 
Columbia,  one  PC  and  two  NDP,  have 
indicated  in  response  to  a  questionnaire 
that  they  oppose  discrimination  because 
of  sexual  orientation. 

The  questionnaire  was  sent  by  this  re- 
porter in  late  September  to  12  MPs:  the 
six  MPs  representing  Vancouver  Island 
ridin^s.MPs  Svend  Robinson  (Burnaby) 
and  Pat  Carney  (Vancouver  Centre),  the 
three  federal  party  leaders,  and  the  one 
independent  in  Parliament,  MP  Tony 
Roman.  MPs  were  queried  about  the 
percentage  of  gay  voters  in  their  ridings, 
contact  with  local  gay  organizations  and 
their  views  on  changing  federal  legisla- 
tion such  as  Charter  of  Rights  and  Free- 
doms, the  Income  Tax  Act  and  regula- 
tions governing  gay  men  and  women  in 
the  Armed  Forces.  They  were  also  asked 
about  pornography  and  obscenity. 

Of  the  party  leaders,  only  the  NDP's 
Ed  Broadbent  replied.  While  failing  to 
address  most  of  the  questions,  he  stated 
that  his  party  supported  the  inclusion  of 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Charter.  Only 
four  of  the  other  nine  MPs  replied,  all  in 
full:  Allan  B  Mckinnon  (PC,  Victoria), 
Patrick  Crofton  (PC,  Esquimalt-Saan- 
ich),  Jim  Manly  (NDP,  Cowichan-Mala- 
hat-The  Islands),  and  Svend  Robinson 
(NDP,  Burnaby). 

Mckinnon  did  not  know  or  even  care 
to  speculate  on  the  number  of  gay  voters 
in  Victoria,  nor  did  he  recall  being  ap- 
proached by  any  gay  organizations.  Oth- 
er MPs  knew  they  had  a  percentage  of 
gay  voters  and,  while  none  but  Robinson 
had  been  involved  with  local  gay  groups, 
Crofton  and  Manly  did  not  give  the  im- 
pression they  would  not  if  given  a 
chance. 

On  the  question  of  whether  gays 
should  be  included  in  provincial  and  fed- 
eral human  rights  legislation,  Mckinnon 
responded:  "...this  sort  of  amendment 
could  lead  to  other  minority  groups 
demanding  similar  protection.  I  don't 
believe  that  the  Charter  was  ever  intend- 
ed to  provide  such  guarantees...."  The 
other  MPs  generally  supported  amend- 
ing the  Charter,  with  the  NDP  members 
advocating  other  changes  to  existing 
legislation. 

Changes  to  the  Income  Tax  Act  to  al- 
low gays  living  in  common-law  unions 
the  same  tax  advantages  as  straight  cou- 
ples were  supported  by  Manly  and  Rob- 
inson. Crofton  wrote:  "I  don't  believe 
that  gays  merit  special  tax  laws."  NDP 
members  were  opposed  to  discrimina- 
tion against  gay  men  and  women  in  the 
Armed  Forces;  PC  members  supported 
this  discriminatory  policy. 

All  four  MPs  replying  agreed  that  the 
present  laws  regarding  pornography  re- 
quired change,  some  members  defining 
porn  as  depersonalizing  or  abusive. 
However,  Mckinnon  seemed  to  feel  that 
the  violence  in  porn  was  the  crux  of  the 
issue.  Crofton  chose  to  add:  "What  con- 
senting adults  do  in  private  is  their  own 
affair.  What  I  do  is  my  own  busine,ss.  I 
do  not  intend  to  parade  my  sexual  mores 
in  public  and  I  have  no  wish  to  see/hear 
others." 

Members  of  Parliament  greatly  appre- 
ciate mail  from  their  constituents:  a  gen- 
eral rule-of-thumb  is  that  one  letter  rep- 
resents one  //jowiOAJc/ constituents' 
views,  opinions,  or  questions. 

Letters  sent  to  Members  of  Parlia- 


ment at  the  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa 
ON  KIA  0A6,  do  not  require  postage. 

Sam  Archer  D 

BI/ NATIONAL 
INTERNATIONAL 

D  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  International  Advisory  Council  for  Homo- 
sexual Men  and  Women,  Box  492,  Village  Stn,  NewYorl<,  NY 
10014 

nArchlves  lor  the  Protection  ot  Gay  History  and  Literature.  Box 
6368.  Stn  A.  Saint  John,  NB  E2L  4R8 
DAtlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association/Association  des  Lesbi- 
ennes  et  des  gales  de  I'Atlantique.  contact  GAE  (Halifax).  FLAG 
(Fredericlon)  or  Norlfiern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB) 
DBisexuals  International,  Box  107.  2039  Walnut  St.  Philadelphia, 
PA  19103.  USA.  (215)  634-6244,  Sun-Ffi,  11  pm-3  am 
DBrethren  Mennonite  Council  for  Gay  Concerns  (BMC),  Box 
24060,  Washington,  OC  20024  (202)  462-2595, 
DCanadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  Sin  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1G2 
(416)364-2759 

nDignity/Canada/Dignlti,  Box  1912,  Winnipeg.  MB  R3C  3R2 
(204)772-4322. 

DFoundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals,  Box 
291.  Stn  A,  Hamilton.  ON  L8N  3C8.  (416)  529-7884,  SW  Ontario; 
Ms  R  M  Schwartzenlruber,  21  Cherry  St,  Kitchener,  ON  N2G  2C5, 
(519)576-5248 

DGay  Interest  Group,  Canadian  Library  Association.  Box  191 2, 
Winnipeg,  MBR3C3R2 

Dlnternational  Gay  Association.  International  Secretariat,  c/o 
RFSL.  Box  350,  S-101  24  Sweden,  ph;  46-8-848050/845576  Ac- 
tion Secretariat,  c/o  NVIH/COC,  Rozenslraat  1, 1016  NX  Amster- 
dam, The  Netherlands,  ph:  31-20-234596.  Women's  Secretarial. 
c/oSHRG,  58ABroughlonSt.  Edinburgh.  Scotland  EH1  3SA 
Dlnternational  Lesbian  Information  Service  (ILIS).  c/o  Centre 
Femme,  5  Boulevard  St  Georges,  Geneve  CH-1025,  Switzerland. 

□  Lesbians  Across  Canada  Meet  and  Mate  Association,  c/o 

S  0' Reilly.  Box  1647,  Stn  E,  Victoria,  BC  V8W2Y1 .  Personalized 
contact  and  correspondence  service  for  women. 
DLigo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj,  gay  Esperanto  organiza- 
tion, too  Crerar  Ave,  Ottawa.  ON  K12  7P2, 
DNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON 
M4Y  2N7 

D  North  American  Transvestite-Transsexual  Contact  Service.  Box 
3.  Athens.  Ohio45701.  USA.  (206)  624-8266 

□  Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  In  Psychology,  c/o  Canadian 
Psychological  Association,  558  King  Edward  Ave,  Ottawa,  ON 
KIN  7N6. 

□  Seventh-dayAdventist  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408.  Stn  C.  Toron- 
to. ON  M6J  3P5  (416)533-5896, 

□  Seventh-dayAdventist  Kinship  International,  Inc.  Box  3840.  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90078-3840  USA,  (213)876-2076, 

Young,  80x408.  Stn  C,  Toronto,  ON  M6J  3P5. 
□Women's  Archives,  Box 928.  Stn  0,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  2P1 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Provincial 

□  Gay  Association  in  Newfoundland,  Box  1364,  Stn  C,  St  John's. 
A1C  5N5 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax 

□  Gay  Alliance  for  Equality  Inc.  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn. 
B3J  3K6  (902)429-4294 

□  Gay  Heafth  Association.  Box  1013.  Stn  M,  B3J  SXl 

□  Gayline.  (902)  423-1389.  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal  Sin. 
B3J  3K6  Thurs-Sat.  7-10  pm  Into,  referrals  and  peer  coun- 
selling 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In,  2nd  and  4lh  Fri  ol  month,  1225  Barrington  St 
Inio  429-4063  Music  and  conversation. 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group,  for  gay  alcoholics.  Phone  or  write  GAE 

□  Rumours  (gay  community  centre).  1586  Granville  St.  (902) 
423-6814  Write  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn.  B3J  3K6. 

□  Sparrow,  (gay  and  lesbian  Christians  and  friends) ,  c/o  Box 
3611,  South  Stn,  B3J  3K6  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm,  (902)425-6967 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 
Frederlcton 

Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Box  1556,  Stn  A,  E3B  b(S2 
(506)457-2156  Meels  2nd  Wed  ol  month 

IVIoncton 

GaiselLesbiennesdeMoncton,  CP7102,  Riverview,  E1B  1V0 

Saint  John 

Archives  for  the  Protection  ot  Gay  History  and  LIttralure.  Box 
6368.  Sin  A  E2L  4R8 
:  Lasblan  and  Gay  Orginlzallon  —  Saint  John  (LAGO-SJ).  Box 

5494.  Sin  A.  St  John.  E2L  4R9 

Western  NB 

Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Box  990.  Caribou,  Maine 04738  USA 

Serving  Western  NB  and  Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/Vicloria/ 
Carlton,  NB,  T6miscoua1a,  Quebec,  and  Arooslool<,  Maine)  Gay 
phonelme  (207)896  5888 


QUEBEC 

Brome 


The  Capibln.  Support  group  lor  bisexual  men  Contact  through 
Gay  Info  in  Uonlreal 


Charlevoix 

□  Association  pour  fes  droits  des  gals  de  Charlevoix.  CP  724.  Cler- 
mont. GOT  100.(418)439-2080 

Hull 

□  Association  gale  de  I'ouest  quibicois.  CP  1215.  succ  B 
J8X  3X7  (819)778-1737 

Lennoxville 

□  students  Against  Homophobia.  Box  1594.  Lennoxville  Campus. 
Lennoxville.  JIM  2A1 


Montreal 

□  Allirm/Aftirmer.  a/s  United  Theological  College.  3521  Univer- 
sity. H3A  2A9  Gays  m  the  United  Church 

□  Aide  aux  transsexuels  du  Quebec.  CP  363,  succ  C,  H2J  4K3 
(514)521-9302 

□  Aime-loi  (AA),  6518,  rue  St-Vallier.  H2S  2P7  (514)  524-5821 
For  gay  and  lesbian  alcoholics 

□  Alternatives.  3440  chemin  de  la  Cote-des-Neiges,  H2J  1L2  For 
gay  rrale  drug  abusers 

□  Les  Archives  gaies  du  Quebec,  c/o  Sortie.  Box  232.  Stn  C 
H2L  4K1 

□  Association  communautaire  homosexuelle  de  I'Universite  de 
Montrtaf.  pavilion  Lionel-Groulx.  3200  Jean-Brillanl.  local  1267. 
H3T  1N8  (514)  342-9236  (Jean-Pierre) 

□  Association  pour  les  droits  des  gals  du  Quebec  (ADGO).  CP  36. 
succ  C.  H2L  4J7  Office  263  est  rue  Ste-Catherine  (514) 
843-8671   Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm., 

□  Association  des  bonnes  gens  sourdes,  CP  764,  succ  R, 
H2J  3M4 

□Atelier  de  theatre  gai.  C^gep  Rosemont,  6400 16e  Ave.  local 
A-418  (Michel  Breton). 

□The  Capables.  c/o  Gay  Into,  support  group  for  bisexual  men 
lifleets  second  Weds  of  month.  3237.  rue  St-Antoine 

□  Collectif  d'intervention  communautaire  aupris  des  gals 
(CICAG),  CP  29.  succ  Victoria.  H3Z  2V4,  (514)  484-2602 

□  Le  Collectif  du  triangle  rose,  c/o  Librairie  I'Androgyne 

□  Comity  gai-e  du  Cigep  du  Vieux-Montreal,  255  est,  Ontario, 
H2X  3M8,  Mon.6pnT, 

□  Communaute  homophile  chritienne.  Centre  Newman.  3484  rue 
Peel,  H3A  1W8.  (514)  382-8467  For  Catholics 

□  Contact-t-nous.  (514)  861-6753.  Venereal  disease  treatment 

□  ColeJC6te.  gay  couples  group,  c/o  Gay  Info 

□  Cole  i  Cote,  Radio  centre-ville  CINQ  (102.3  FM),  (514) 
288-1601   Mon,  4  pm, 

□  Dignity  Montreal  DignitS,  Newman  Centre,  3484  Peel  St, 

H3A  1W8  (514)392-6711   For  gay  catholics  and  friends  Monday 
7:30  pm 

□  £glise  Communautaire  de  Montrial,  Montreal  Community 
Church,  CP  610.  succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1,  (514)  489-7845 

□  Fidiration  canadienne  des  transsexuels  pour  le  Quebec,  16  rue 
Viau,VaudreuilJ7VlA7 

□  Femmes  gaies  de  McGill,  3480.  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9  (514) 
392-8920 

□  Gai-«coute(hommes).  (514)843-5652,  Wed-Sat,  7-11  pm 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal,  c/o  Gay  Info 

□  Gay  Heafth  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des  Jeunes  de 
Montreal,  3465  Peel  Street,  H3A  1X1,  (514)  842-8576  General 
practice,  Mon-Frl,  9-5  pm;  open  until  8  pm  Mon  &  Fri  only  Closed 
daily  12  30-1:30  pm, 

□  Gaylnlo.  CP  1164,  succ  H,  H3G  2N1   (514)933-2395.  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10:30  pm  Recorded  message  other  times  Counselling  and 
information 

□  Gay  Physicians  ot  Montreaf/Les  midecins  gai(e)s  de  Montreal 
a/s  2151.  rue  Lincoln.  N°  20.  H2H1J2. 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Social  Services,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk.  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5  (514)937-9581 

□  Gayline,  c/o  Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 
Westmount,  H3Z  1Y5  (514)  931-5330  (women),  Thurs  and  Sat, 
7-11  pm:  931-8668  (men),  7  days  a  week,  7-11  pm  Info  and  coun- 
selling in  English, 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  McGIII.  3480  rue  McTavish,  local  417, 
H3A  1X9  (514)  392-8912 

□  Le  Gotland  (AA),  4652  rue  Jeanne-Mance  (514)  728-3228.  For 
lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics 

□  Groupe  de  discussion  pour  lesbiennes,  5  Weredale  Park. 
H3Z  1Y5  (514)932-9581  (Joanne  StitI) 

□  Groupe  pour  lesbiennes  alcooliques  (AA).  6517  rue  St-Oenis 

□  fntegrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box  562,  Verdun 
H4G  3E4   (514)766-9623 

i  ]  Jeunesse  Lambda  Youth,  c/o  The  Yellow  Door,  3625  rue  Aylmer. 
2nd  floor,  H2X  2C3 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  ol  Concordia,  c/o  CUSA.  Concordia 
University,  1455  boul  de  Maisonneuve  ouesl.  H3G  1M8 
(514)879-8406  Office  room  307  2070  MacKay.  open  1-4  pm 
weekdays  Meetings  Thurs  at  4  pm  in  room  H-333-6 

I  JLesbiennesil'icoute.  (514)843-5661  CP36.  SuccC. 
H2L  4J7  Wed-Sal.  7-11  pm 

ILIbralrie  I'Attdrogyna.  3642  boul  Si  Laurent.  2nd  floor, 
H2X  2V4   (514)  842-4765 

ILigue  Lambda  Inc.  CP  701.  succ  N.  H2X  2N2  (514)  526-1967 
(Claude)  ot  523-8026  (Donald)  Sports  group 
:  J  Live  and  Let  Live.  Alcoholics  Anonymous  group  for  gay  men  and 
women  Tuesdays  7  30  pm.  Rm210.  5  Weredale  Park 
[  INachss  (gay  and  lesbian  Jews)  CP  298.  succ  H  H3G  2K8 
(514)  844-0863  or  488  0849  Meels  at  the  Yellow  Ooor.  3625 
Aylmer  Si.  Tuesal8  pm 

[  iParilliles  Leiblannes  el  Gili.  radio  programme,  Mon  I9h30. 
CIBL  ml.  104  5   1691  Pie  IX.  local  402,  HIV  203.  (5t4)  526-1489 
526  5387 

[   Parents  and  Famlllts  ol  Gayi.  c/o  Gay  Into 
I    Produclloni  88  CP  188  succ  C  H2L  4K1 

Reunion  del  aisociitloni  gaits  el  Itiblinnes  I  Montrtal 
(RAGLAM)   Box  936  Sin  H   H3G  SM9 

Services  communautalras  pour  Itiblonnit  el  gals  du  Centre  des 
services  toclauiVille-Marie  S  Weredale  Park  Weslmouni 
H3Z  lYb  (514)  937  9581  (Joanne  Still) 


□  Service  Jeunesse.  lor  those  25  and  under,  meets  every  Satur- 
day. 8-10  pmal  263  est.  rueSte-  Catherine, 

□Travesties  i  Montriaf,  support  for  transveslites  c/o  Gay  Info 

□  United  Church  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Ouibec/Les  Gais  et  Les- 
biennes de  I'Eglise  Unie  au  Quebec,  c/o  United  Theological  Col- 
lege. 3521  University  St.  H3A  2A9  (514)  392-6711 

□  VIvre  Gai(e)  (AA),  St  Jean  Anglican  Church.  110.  est  Ste  Cather- 
ine. H2X  tZ6  (514)733-0757 

Quebec 

Centre  homophile  d'aide  et  de  liberation.  175  Prince-Edouard 
GIR  4M8  (418)523-4997 

□  Groupe  gai  de  I'Universiti  Laval,  CP  2500,  Pavilion  Lemieux. 
Cite  universitaire.  Ste-Foy.  GIK  7P4 

□  Ligue  Mardi-Gai.  (418)  529-6973  (Jean  Claude  Roy) 

Sherbrooke 

□  L' Association  pour  I'ipanouissement  de  la  communaute  gaie  de 

rEslrie.  CP294.J1H  5J1 


ONTARIO 

Provincial 

□Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.  Box  822.  Stn  A,  Toronto 

M5W  1G3  (416)533-6824 

□  Brethren/Mennonite  Council  lor  Gay  Concerns  (BMC)  Ontario 

Box  2621.  Stn  B.  Kitchener.  ON  N2H  6N2. 

Cornwall 

Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Cornwall.  Box  211.  K6H  5S7  For  more 
info,  call  the  Gays  of  Ottawa  Gayline.  (613)  238-1717. 


Guelph 


□  Guelph  Gay  Equality,  Box  773.  Nl  H  6L8  Gayline 
(519)  836-4550.  24  hrs 

□  Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD).  See  Kitchener/Waterloo. 

Hamilton 

□  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals 
(FACT  Niagara).  Box  291 .  Sin  A.  LBN  3C8  (416)  529-7884 

□  Gay  Archives/History  Project  lor  Hamilton-Wentworth  (416) 
278-4713  Looking  for  photos,  clippings,  personal  accounts  ol  gay 
life  and  liberation  in  Hamilton,  especially  pre-1979 

□  Gay  Fathers  ol  Hamilton  Support,  advice  Meets  twice  a  month 
Call  Gayline  lor  into 

□  Gayline  Hamilton,  info  on  all  groups  and  activities,  peer  counsel- 
ling (416)  523-7055  Wed-Sun.  7-11  pm 

□  Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Gayline.  Meets  2nd  Mon  ol  month 

□  Hamilton  United  Gay  Societies  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men  and 
women,  young  and  old.  with  discussions  and  speakers  Meets  on 
alternate  Weds.  Gay  Community  Centre.  Suite  207.  41  King  William 
St.  7:30  pm  Call  Gayline  for  further  info 

□  Mailing  address  tor  all  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44. 
Stn  B.  L8L  7T5 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  (Gay  AA),  Open  meetings  with  speakers,  last 
Sal  of  every  month.  8  pm  All  Saints  Church  Parish  Hall.  15  Queen 
St  (side  entrance) 

Kingston 

□  Queen's  Homophile  Association.  51  Queen's  Crescent.  Oueen  s 
University.  K7L  2S7  (613)  547-5841  (24-hr  recorded  message, 
staffed  Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm  Drop-in  Thurs  evenings;  biweekly 
dances 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo,  c/o  Federation  ot  Students.  U  of 
Waterloo.  Waterloo  N2L  3G1  (519)  884-GLQW.  Coffeehouse  every 
Wed  at  8  30  pm.  Campus  Ctt,  rm  110 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues,  6-8  pm,  CKMS- 
FM,  94  5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable  200  University 
Ave  W.  Waterloo  N2L  3G1   (519)  886-CKMS 

□  Gays  of  Willrid  Laurier  University,  c/oWLUSU,  Wilfred  Laurier 
University  75  University  Ave  W,  Vtaterloo 

□  Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD).  Box  2751.  Kitchener  N2H  6N3  Out- 
door activities  and  social  club  (camping,  skiing,  canoeing,  cycling, 
picnics,  potluck  suppers  and  parties) 

□  Hall  and  Hall  Club.  A  non-profit  social  club  that  sponsors  a  bar 
and  disco  at  223  1/2  King  St  W.  Kitchener  (use  Halls  Lane  en- 
trance) (519)  749-9084  Mon-Sat.  8  pm-1  am.  Cover  Thurs-Sat. 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  1491.  Stn  C,  Kit- 
chener. N2G  4P2 

□  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  2741 .  Stn  8.  Kit- 
chener. N2H  6N3  (519)579-3325 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme.  Thurs.  6lo8pm  CKMS- 
FM.94  5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  cable  Write  c/o  LOOK 

□  Lesbian  Organization  ol  Kitchener  Box  2422,  Stn  B  Kitchener 
N2H  6M3  (519)744-4863  Womyns  coffeehouse  lirst  Thurs  of 
month  at  52B  College  St,  Kitchener 

London 

:   Gay  Youth  London  c/o  HALO  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm  2nd  lloor 
649  Colborne  SI  (519)433-3762 

□  Gayline.  (519)  433-3551  Recorded  message  24  hrs/day  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs.  7-10  pm 

:   Homophile  Association  of  London.  Ontario  (HALO)  649  Colborne 
St.  N6A  3Z2  (519)433-3762  Colfee  House  Mon.  7-10  pm 
Disco/Bar  Wed.  Fti  and  Sat.  9  pmi  30  am  Gay  AA  meeting. 
Wed.  7  pm 

Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  4724  Stn  D  NSW  5L7 
Services  Sun.  7  30  pmal  Unitarian  Church.  29  Victoria  St  W  north 
entrance  to  Gibbons  Park  Into  Worship  Coordinator. 
(519)433  9939  Rides  (519)432-9690 


Mlssissauga/Brampton 


:  iGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach  Box  62  Brampton  L6V  2K7 
□Gayline  IMest  i4l6)453GGC0  Peer  counselling 
Parents  ol  Lesbians  and  Gays  c/o  Mary  Jones.  35  Willis  Drive. 

Brampton  0N16W  1B2  (416)457-4570 


Niagara  Region 


.  Gay  Oulruch  Niagara  (GO  Niagira)  An  organization  lor  gay  men 
and  women  m  the  Niagara  Region  Box  261   St  Cjtharines.  ON 
L2R  6S4 
<  <eav  Unity  Niagan.  Box  692  Niagara  Falls  L7E  6V5 


North  Bay 


Gay  Fellowship  ol  North  Bay  Box  665  Caii«r)dar  ON  POM  IHO 
Meetings  every  Sunday  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  share  and 
discuss  our  problems  and  |oys  as  gay  persons 
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TELEPROMPT 
ANSWERING  SERVICE 

PROMPT,  RELIABLE 
SERVICE  24  HRS  A  DAY 

•  Call  Forwarding  Required 

•  Low  Monthly  Rates  for 
Business  and  Residences 

•  Our  Rates  Monthly: 
$35.00  For  Residences 
$45.00  For  Business 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION 
CALL:  924-4351;  927-8202 

25%  OFF  YOUR  FIRST  MONTH 
WITH  THIS  AD 


FRANCES  F.  HEYDEY 

Clairvoyant,  Medium,  Life  Goals  Consultant 

(CBC.  CKEYToronto,  KFMB.  KTI7\  Los  Angeles) 

Superior  Psychic  and 
Spiritual  Consulting  Services 

Life  IS  like  a  feast.  The  key  to  enjoying  it  is 
learning  to  give  clear  orders  to  the  waiter. 

Deep  insights  into  all  those 
unanswered  questions  of  past,  present 
and  future  relationships. 

Taped  consultation  for  out-of- Toronto  residents 

74  Kendal  Avenue, 
Toronto.  OntM5R3B4 
(416)  928-3297 


ArTeyou 

INTERESTED 
IN  OWNING 
YOUR  OWN 
TRAVEL  AGENCY 

Established  Toronto  Agency 
looking  for  working  partner 

DrawerFII3,Box7289,  StnA, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W 1X9. 
All  enquiries  confidential. 


340  Somerset  W.,  Ottawa 


^ftWW^ 


Welcomes  all  gay  visitors  to  Ottawa 


'M^  Vmka 


The  Cabbagetown  Group 
Softball  League  wants  you! 


/Z^'^t^ 


Why?  Want  exercise?  Want  to  get  out  and  make  new 

friends  —  not  in  a  bar?  Want  to  learn  Softball?  Why 

not! 
Who?  Anyone,  even  beginners;  male,  female,  single, 

couple,  married,  etc. 
When?  Once  per  week  (no  long  weekends), 

sometimes  double-headers,  from  May  25  through 

Labour  Day. 

Where?  At  Riverdale  Park  (Broadview,  between  Dan- 
forth  and  Dundas). 

How?  Use  the  the  form  below.  As  well,  come  on  out  to 
the  registration  and  information  party  Saturday, 
April  20  at  the  Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
730  Bathurst  St,  from  3  til  8  p.m.  Or,  if  you  want, 
register  there. 

Interested?  Great!  Meet  future  team  managers, 
coaches  and  players  that  Saturday.  See  you  there! 


Name: 


Phone: 


Address:. 


Make  cheque  or  money  order  payable  to: 
Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League 
P.O.  Box  1148 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y  2T8 


Playing  ability:  (circle  one) 

12  3  4  5 

great  good  new 

Cost:  (check  one):  $40  D  Player 
$20  D  Non-player 


Ottawa 

DOignity/Ottawa/Dignitt,  Box  2102.  Sin  D.  KIP  5W3 
DGay  People  at  Carleton.  c/o  CUSA,  Carlelon  University,  For  more 
inlo.  call  (613)  238-1717 

DGays  ol  Onawa/Gals  de  I'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  0.  KIP  6W9 
GO  Centre.  175  LIsgar  St  open  7  30-10  30  pm  Mon-Thurs  Ttiurs 
lesbian  drop-in.  8  pm;  Fri  social.  7  30  pm-1  am,  Sat  women's 
night.  7  30  pm-l  am.  Sun  AA  Live  &  Let  Live  group.  8  pm  Gay- 
line  (613)  238-1717  Mon-Fri  7  30-10:30  pm.  recording  ottier 
times  OHice  (613)233-0152 

DGay  Youth  Onawa/Hull/Jeunesse  Gai|e)  d'Ottawa/Hull  For  info 
call  or  write  Gays  ot  Ottawa  Meeting/drop-in.  Wed  8  pm. 
175  LisgarSt 

Lllnlegrity/OttavKa.  (gay  Anglicans  and  ttieir  friends)  c/o  St 
Georges  Anglican  Church.  152  Metcalfe  St.  K2P  1N9 
(613)  235-2516.9-5.  Mon-Fri  Meets  2nd  and  4tti  Weds  at 
7  30  pm.  at  St  George's 

DLesblennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on  Campus. 
c/o  SFUO.  85  rue  Hastey  Street.  KIN  6N5 
D  Live  and  Let  Live  Group  lor  gay  alcoholics.  Contact  GO 
DMetropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  2979.  Sin  D.  KIP  5W9 
(613)232-0241 
DParenlsofGays.  Box 9094.  KIG  3T8, 


Peterborough 


rJGays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent  and  Peterborough.  Box  2467. 
K9J  7Y8  (705)  742-6229  Office  hours  Mon  8-10  pm  Drop-in. 
Mon.  8  pm.  290  Rubidge  St.  2nd  fl  (ring  bell  lor  entry).  Live  and 
Let  Live  Gay  AA  group.  Wed,  8  pm,  discussion  group  Thurs, 
7:30  pm 

Sudbury 

MSudbury  All  Gay  Alliance,  Box  1092,  Stn  B,  Sudbury,  ON 
P3E  4S6  Phoneline  (705)  674-3002,  Tues,  7  pm-10  pm. 


Thunder  Bay 


CJGays  ot  Thunder  Bay,  Box  2155.  P7B  5E8  (807)  345-8011.  Wed 

and  Fri  7:30-9:30  pm.  Recording  other  times.  Meets  1  st  and  3rd 

Tues  Dances  held  monthly 

LJNorlhern  Women's  Centre.  316  Bay  St,  P7B  1S1. 

(807)  345-7802. 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto,  checl(  Out  In  The  City,  p  22 

Windsor 

riAA  Acceptance  Group  —  Gay/Lesbian  Fellowship,  Box  7002, 
Sandwich  Postal  Stn,  N9C  3Y6  (519)  973-4951 
nGay/Lesbian  Inlormalion  Line,  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 
N9C  3YC   (519)973-4951 

rUesbian  and  Gay  Students  on  Campus,  c/o  Students'  Activities 
Council.  U  of  Windsor,  (519)  973-4951   Rap  sessions  weekly 
QLesbian/Gay  Youth  Group,  c/o  Box  7002,  Sandwich  Postal  Stn, 
N9C  3Y6.  (519)973-4951, 

MANITOBA 

Provincial 

DBrelhren/Mennonite  Council  lor  Gay  Concerns  (BMC)  Manitoba, 

Box  2846,  Winnipeg  R3C  4B4. 

Brandon 

DGay  Friends  ol  Brandon.  (204)  727-1685,  Wed  7-10  pm; 
Sat  1-4  pm 

Portage-la-Prairie 

□  Bi-Women's  Support  Group.  Box  820,  R1N  3C3. 
(204)  857-5295,  For  bisexual  women. 


Thompson 


DGay  Friends  of  Thompson,  Box  157.  R8N  11^2 


Winnipeg 


1  lAttirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians  olthe  United  Church  453-3984 
(Eric)  or  452-2853  (Dave) 

HA  Little  Bit  of  Magic,  Inc,  A  non-profit  introduction  service  for 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  (204)  775-4838 
L  ICouncll  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2 
(204)  452-1813,  786-3976  Worship,  counselling,  library. 
n Dignity/Winnipeg,  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2 
DGaie  Livraison,  a  librarians  group  Box  1912,  R3C  3R2 
DGay  AA  New  Freedom  Group.  Sox  2481 ,  or  contact  through  Man- 
itoba Central  Office.  (204)  233-3508. 
GGay  AlAnon  Group  Info  Gays  for  Equality. 
QGay  Community  Centre.  277  SherbrookeSt  (204)786-1236  In- 
corporating Giovanni's  Room,  a  caf6  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
Open  every  day  except  Sunday  at  5  30  pm  Fully  licensed 
riGay  Fathers  Winnipeg.  Box  2221 ,  R3C  3R5,  786-3976  (Thurs 
eves,  7:30  pm-10  pm) 
nGay  Parents,  c/o  Gays  lor  Equality 
GGays  lor  Equality,  Box  27,  UMSU,  U  ol  Manitoba.  R3T  2N2 
(204)  786-3976  Office  Suite  2,  Gay  Community  Centre,  277 
Sherbrook  Si  Counselling,  info,  rap  sessions,  public  education 
and  law  reform,  Lesbian  counsellors  on  Tues  evenings, 
GLesbian  Una.  (204)  786-3976,  Tues  evenings 
GMs  Purdy's  226  Main  St  (204)  942-8212,  Women's  bar, 
GMutual  Friendship  Society.  Inc,  Box  427,  R3C  2H6 
(204)  774-3576  Social  and  educational  programmes.  Operates 
Happenings  Social  Club,  272  Sherbrook  St, 
nOscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society,  Box  2221,  R3C  3R5  Variety  of 
social,  cultural  and  educational  activities 
I  IProject  Lambda.  Inc,  Box  3911,  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9 
(204)  7721421   Lesbian/gay  community  service  organization 
Publishes  "Out  &  About,' '  gay  community  library,  community 
fund-raising  for  medical,  library,  educational  and  counselling 
services 

GWinnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective,  Box  27  UMSU,  U  of  lylaniloba, 
R3T  2N2  (204)  786-3976,  Produces  "Coming  Out,"  weekly  half- 
hour  cable  broadcast, 
GWinnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o  GEE 
G  University  ol  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association  Info 
(204)  786-3976 
nYourjoll,  Box  2790,  R3C  3R5  For  bisexual  men  and  v<omen 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Provincial 

I  lAllirm/Saskatchewan,  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church 
422  Smallwood  Ores.  Saskatoon.  S7L  4S4 
( :i Dignity/Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  friends).  Box  3181 . 
ReginaS4P  3G7 
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OGay  Rights  Subcommittee,  Saskatcliewan  Association  lor 
Human  Rights.  305-116  3rcl  Ave  S.  Sasl<atoon,  S7K  1L5 
(306)  244-1933 

a  Lesbian  Association  ot  Southern  Saskatchewan.  Box  4033. 
Regina  S4P  3R9  (306)  522-4522  or  352-8397 

Prince  Albert 

OPrince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre  (The  Zodiac  Club).  Box 
1893,  S6V  6J9  1-24  10th  St.  E  (306)  922-4650  Phone  line  Wed- 
Thurs.  8-10  pm.  social  evenings  FrI-Sal.  10  pnn-2  am 

Regina 

DRumours  (gay  community  centre),  2069  Broad  SI  (back  en- 
trance) (306)522-7343 

DRegina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre  219-1810 
Smith  SI.  S4P  2N3.  (306)  522-2777,  352-7688 
DWomen30Plus.Box1113.  S4P  3B2  Social  group  lor  women 
30  and  over 

Saskatoon 

DGay  &  Lesbian  Support  Services  (GLSS).  217-116  3rd  Ave  S 

Operates  Gayline  Mailing  address  Box  8581.  S7K  6K7 

DGay  History  Proiect  c/o  GLSS 

DGay/Lesbian  Community  Centre.  Box  1662.  S7K  3R8  Phone 

Gayline  lor  info  en  dance  and  special  event  locations  and  dales 

DGayline.  (306)665-9129  Sun-Thurs.  811  pm    Community 

inlormation 

D  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  the  University  of  Saskatchewan  (GLUS) . 

Box  482.  Sub  PO  No  6.  S7M  OWO  Open  to  stall  and  Students  ol  the 

Saskatoon  campus,  holds  social  and  educational  events 

DLive  and  Let  Live,  c/o  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Services.  Meets 

Fri.  8  pm  at  GLSS. 

□  Metamorphosis  1985.  Box  113.  S7K  3K1   (306)  955-1270 

Plans  annual  Thanksgiving  weekend  celebration 

DSouthern  Prairie  Athletic  Association,  c/o  Gayline. 


ALBERTA 

Provincial 

□  Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA).  Box  1852. 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2 

□  Alberta  IV  and  TS  Contact  Club,  Box  4667.  Calgary.  AS 
T2T  5P1 .  Transvestive  and  transsexual  contact  service. 


Calgary 


□  Apollo—  Friends  In  Sports.  Box 6481,  Sin  D.  T2P  2E1  Provides 
recreational  activities  lo  the  gay  community,  including  volleyball, 
slowpitch,  curling,  bowling,  dances,  car  rallies  and  skiing.  Hosts 
annual  Western  Cup  Volleyball  Tournament.  Open  lo  men  and 
women  Into;  Gay  Lines,  (403)  234-8973. 

□  Camp  181  Association.  Box965.  SInT  T2H  2H4  Dances, 
campouts,  sports  and  other  activities  lor  lesbians  and  gays. 

□  Dignity/Calgary.  Box  1414.  Stn  M.  T2P  2L6. 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link.  Non-challenging,  non-sexual  social  organiza- 
lion,  80x1812.  Stn  M.T2P  2L8, 

□  Gay  Lines.  (403)  234-8973,  Community  information. 

□  Gay  Political  Action  Committee,  c/o  Box  2943.  Stn  M.  T2P  3C3 
Education  and  lobbying. 

□  Imperial  Court  ol  the  Chinook  Arch,  (403)  282-6393  Entertain- 
ments and  social  events 

□  Lesbian  Information  Lino,  (403)  265-9458,  Tues-Fri,  8-10  pm, 
with  24  hr  answering  service  Operated  by  Womyns  Collective. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers,  Lynn  at  (403)  264-6328  or  275-8362,  or  call 
LIL  Potluck  first  Sun  ol  each  month 

□  Lesbian  Outreach  and  Support  Team.  Box  6093,  Stn  A, 
T2H  2L4   (403)281-2895 

□  Lesbians  and  Gays  at  University  ol  Calgary,  Students  Club, 
MacEwan  Hall,  U  ol  Calgary,  T2N  1N4 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  204-16  Ave,  NW,  T2M  0H4 
(403)277-4004,  Services  Sun  11  30  am  and  7  pm  at  above 
address. 

□  New  Horizons  (physically  disabled  gays)  c/o  1927  30lh  St  SW. 
T3E  2L5  Or  phone  Gay  Lines. (403) 234-8973 

I  :Womyn's  Collective.  (403)  265-9458.  Dances,  library,  lesbian 
drop-ins  every  Tues  Sponsors  LIL 

Edmonton 

□  Dignity  Edmonton  Digniti.  Box  53,  T5B  2B7  (403)  469-4286 

□  Edmonton  Roughnecks  Recreation  Association,  c/o  GATE  Vol- 
leyball, Softball,  gymnastics 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2  Office: 
10173-104  SI,  (403)  424-8361   Into  and  counselling,  Mon-Sal, 
7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm  Also  colleehouses,  socials,  newsletter, 
resource  library 

□  Gay  Fathers  S  Lesbian  Mothers  For  into  call  (403)  424-8361 

□  Inter/Ed,  Box  12G,  9820-104  SI.  T5K  OZl  (403)421-7629 
(Jim) 

□  Mandate:  Sober,  an  AA  group  for  men  and  women  Unitarian 
Church,  12530-1 10  Ave,  Saturdays,  8  pm  Closed  discussion,  last 
Saturday  ol  the  month  is  open  AA  Central  ollice  (403)  482-6783 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Edmonton,  Box  1312, 
T5J  2M8  (403)438-5168  Sunday  worship  at  7  30  pm,  126 
Street  -  no  Avenue 

[   Privacy  Defence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2 

'   Royalist  Social  Society  of  Northern  Alberta  (Imperial  Court  ol  the 

VyildRose),  10820-38  AvNW,  T6E  2E6 

:The  tfocal  Minority,  "to educate  the  general  population  about 
the  multiplicity  and  richness  ol  our  lives  through  public  musical 
performances  '  (403)  426-1516  or  426-1246 

Womonipace,  a  social  and  recreational  group  for  lesbians  c/o 
Everywomons  Place,  9926-112  St  Phone  Jeanne,  (403) 
433-3559  or  Liz,  986-0263 

Grande  Prairie 

I   The  Peace  Gay  Association,  Box  1492,  TBV  4Z3  Social  and  sup- 
port group  for  NW  Alberta 

Red  Deer 

Gay  Association  ol  Red  Deer  Box  356,  T4N  5E9 

Lethbridge 

Dignity  Lethbridge  Box  2262,  TIJ  4K7  Phoneline 
|403|  381  6905   7  9  pm 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

Atlirm  Gays  and  Leiblani  ol  the  United  Church  In  BC,  Box 
46586,  StnG,  Vancouver  V6R  4GB  |604|  738-7557  Support 
group  and  educational  resources 


Comox  Valley 


□  The  Island  Gay  Society  —  Comox  Valley,  Box  98,  Merville  BC 
VOR  2M0 


Cowichan  Valley 


□  The  Island  Gay  Society  —  Cowichan  Valley  Box  129,  Duncan, 
BCV9L  3X1   (604)748-0216 


Kamloops 


□  Thompson  Area  Gay  Group,  Box  3343,  V2C  6B9  Welcomes 
women  and  men  lo  regular  meetings,  discussions,  social  events 
Into,  newsletter,  peer  support,  Iriendship 

Kelowna 

□  Okanagan  Gay  Organization  Mutual  support  The  group  can  be 
contacted  directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre, 
(604) 763-8008 

Nanaimo 

□  The  Island  Gay  Society  —  Nanaimo,  Box  127,  V9R  5K4 
(604)  756-0370  Holds  monthly  socials  last  Sat  of  each  month  at 
the  Double  Dragon  Restaurant,  9  pm. 

Port  Alberni 

□  The  Island  Gay  Society  —  Port  Alberni.  Box  1 58,  V9Y  IRl 

(604)  724-4914 


Port  Hardy 


□  North  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  and  Inlormation  Group, 

Box  1404,  VON  2P0 


Prince  Rupert 


□  Gay  People  ol  Prince  Rupert,  Box  881 ,  V8J  3Y1 

(604)  624-4982  (eve) 

Revelstoke 

□  Lothlorien,  Box  8557,  Sub  1 ,  VOE  3G0  Into,  Iriendship, 
hospitality 

Terrace 

□  Northern  Lesbians,  RR  2,  Box  50,  Usk  Store,  V8G  3Z9 

Vancouver 

□  AIDS  Vancouver,  Box  4991,  MP0,V6B4A6  Ph: 
(604)  687-AIOS 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay),  (604)  733-4590  (men), 
(604)  929-2585  (women) 

□  Archives  Collective,  Box  3130.  MPO.  V6B  3X6 

□  Bisexual  Women's  Group  Monthly  meetings  Call  Joyce  at 
251-6090 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  \ftncouver  Cooperative  Radio.  337 
CarrallSt.V6B  2J4  Thursat7:30  pm.  102,7  MHz  FM 

□  Daughters  Unlimited.  Joyce  (604)  251-6090,  (Plans  lo  open  a 
women's  club  ) 

□  Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B3X5  (604)  684-7810 

□  Dogwood  Monarchist  Society.  303-1 150  Burnaby  St.  V6E  1P2 

□  English  Bay  Swim  Club,  c/o  4249  Birchwood  Crescent.  Burnaby 
V5H  4E6.  Meets  Thurs.  6  pm  at  Vancouver  Acqualic  Centre  Info 
(604)  433-8000 (Ken) or  669-6696 (Roy) 

□  Frontrunners  (running/logging)  Call  Erik  (604)  687-3238  or 
Rick  (604)  590-4665 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  ol  the  BC  NDP.  (604)  669-5434 

□  The  Gay  Library.  1244  Seymour  St.  Box  2259  MPO.  Vancouver. 
BC  V6B  3W2  (604)  327-9883  or  688-1006 

□  Gay  Fathers  ol  Vancouver.  Box  3785.  V6B3Z1 
(604)  688-6590, 

□  Gay  Festival  Society.  Box  34397.  Stn  D.  V6J  4P3. 
(604)  687-7129 

□  Gay  Leisure  Link  (GLL).  Box  4662.  V6B  4A1 

□  Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association,  c/o  Law  Students  Assoc.  Faculty 
of  Law.  U  of  BC.  V6T  1W5  (604)  228-4538 

□  Gay  Rights  Union.  Box  3130.  MPO.  V6B  3X6  (604)  731-9605 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  otUBC,  Box  9.  Sludenl  Union  BIdg.  U  of 
British  Columbia,  V6T  1W5  (604)  228-4638  Meets  Thurs  at 
12:30  pm  (see  The  Ubyssey  lor  room). 

□  Gazebo  Connection  (business  &  prolessional  women's  group). 
382-810  W  Broadway.  V5Z  4C9.  (604)  984-8744 

□  Greater  Vancouver  Business  Association,  c/o  Dwayne  Sullivan. 
941  OavieSt.  V6Z  189 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  Iriends.  Box  34161,  StnO, 
V6J4N1   (604)  873-2925 

□  Knigltls  ol  Malta,  Dogwood  Chapter  Society,  Box  336-810  West 
Broadway,  V5Z  1J8 

□  Lambda  (Gay  Al-Anon).  Joe  at  (604)  689-7681  or  Mike  at 
327-8423 

□  Legal  Advice  Clinic,  1244  Seymour  St  (VGCC),  Mon,  7  30  pm 
Free  advice  and  referrals 

[  JLesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers'  Political  Action  Group,  Box 

65804,  Sin  F,  V5N  5L3  (604)  251-6090 

r  J  Lesbian  a*d  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay  People  ol 

UBC,  Box  9,  Sludenl  Union  BIdg,  UBC,  V6T  1W5 

r  1  Lesbian  Drop-In.  322  W  Hastings,  every  Wed.  7  30  pm 

(604)  684-0523 

t  ILesbian  Inlormation  Line.  (604)  734-1016  Thurs.  Sun. 

7-10  pm 

□  Lesbian  Feminist  Power  and  Trust  Association  Consensual  S/M 
support,  education  and  action  group  Box  65868,  Stn  F,  V5L  5L3 

I  I  Lesbian  Mothers'  Delense  Fund ,  Box  65804 ,  Sin  F ,  V5N  5L3 

(604)  255-6910  Pollock  brunches  last  Sun  of  month 

i   The  Lesbian  Show,  Co-op  Radio,  337  Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4 

102  7  MHzFM,  Thurs,  8  30  pm 

i   Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  5178.  V6B  4B2 

(604)  681-8525  Services  Sun  7  30  pm,  at  1811  W16lh  Ave(al 

Burrard) 

Metropolitan  Vancouver  Athletic  and  Arts  Association,  Sporl  BC 
BIdg,  1208  Hornby  St,  V62  2E2  (604)687-3333 
I   Native  Cultural  Society  (gay  native  social  group),  c/o  H 
McGillivary,  1244  Robson  Si,  V6E  ICl    (604)688-2645 
1   Pacific  Wave,  IV  show  by  gay  people  about  gay  lite,  culture  and 
art  Regular  monihly  and  special  programmes  837  Bidwell  St 
V6G  2J7  (604)689-5661 

Parents  and  Friends  ol  Gays  (604)  988  7786 

Ouaker  Lesbian  and  Gay  People  and  Supporters  221  Tralalgai 
SI   V6K  3S7  Every  4lh  thurs  at  7  pm  call  Hob  al  (604)  683  4176 
lor  location 

Rights  ol  Ltiblant  (Subcommittee  ol  Federation  ot  Women) 
Box  24687  Sin  C  VST  4E6 

Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense  Fund,  c/o  Gay  Righls  Union 

SEARCH  c/oVGCC  Into  and  counselling  1604)689-1039, 
7  10  pm 

Sherwood  Foieit  non-profit  gay  introduclion  service 
(6041  251  2789 


□  Spokes  (gay  bicycle  club).  Box  2259,  MPO,  V5Z  1Y9 
(604)  879-6623  (Michael) 

□  Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M  (VASMj,  call  George 

(604)  594-3632  An  educational  organization  with  a  monihly 
newsletter 

□  Vancouver  VO  Clinic ,  Rm  1 00 ,  828  W 1 0lh  Ave  ( near  Gen  Hosp) 
(604)  874-2331,  ExI  220 

□  Vancouver  Gay  and  Lesbian  Summer  Games,  c/o  Metropolitan 
Vancouver  Athletic  and  Arts  Association 

□  Vancouver  Gay  Athletic  Association,  c/o  1018  Burnaby  SI 
(604)  681-2424 

□  Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre  ,1170ButeSl,N°46ox 
2259,  MPO,  V6B  3W2  (604)684-6869.  Services,  programmes, 
magazine 

□  Vancouver  Lesbian  Connection,  Box  65961  Sin  F  V5W  5L4 
'  'We  are  planning  lo  establish  a  major  social  and  political,  sell- 
supporting  centre  lor  lesbians  in  Vancouver  and  vicinity  Please 
share  your  experiences  with  us  We  need  your  help  so  that  we  can 
choose  the  best  plan  of  action 

□  Vancouver  Men's  Chorus,  1270  Chestnut  SI,  V6J  4R9  Rehear- 
sals every  Wed,  7  30  pm,  al  the  Vancouver  Academy  of  Music  For 
information  phone  Kevin  at  (604)  731  -1 779  or  Larry  al  734-8802 

□  West  End  Softball  Association  755  Robson  St,  N°  299, 
V6G  1C9  Call  Frank  Hamper  (604)  255-4410 

□West  End  Volleyball,  222-1500  Pendrell  SI  (604)  569-6696 

□  Women  in  Focus,  204-456  W  Broadway,  V5Y  1R3 
(604)  872-2250 

□  Young  Gay  People,  c/o  SEARCH 

□  Younger  Lesbian  Drop-In  every  Sal,  3-5  pm  at  1349  Burrard 

□  Zodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872,  Sin  D  V6J  4L6 

Vernon 

□  Vernon  Alternative  Lifestyle,  RR  6,  Site  17,  Comp  19,  VlT  6Y5 

Victoria 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay),  (604)  383-9862 

□  Dignity  Victoria,  Box845,  StnE,  V8W  2R9  (604)385-1559 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  ol  the  University  of  Victoria  (GLO), 

SUB,  Univ  of  Victoria,  Box  1700,  V8W  2Y2 

□  Gay  Men's  Group,  2612  Victor  St,  VSR  1N3  (604)  595-6782 
□The  Island  Gay  Society  —  Victoria,  Box  696,  Sin  E,  V8W  2P9 
(604)  598-5480  Operates  "The  Gay  CalS"  al  James  Bay  Com- 
munity Centre,  140  Oswego  SI,  Sundays,  8  30-11  30  pm,  with  col- 
fee  or  tea  all  night  lor  $2  cover  charge 

□  Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line),  (604)  383-6323,  24  hrs.  Some  gay 
into  available 

□  Womyn's  Colfee  House,  1923  Fernwood  Every  Wed  evening 


West  Kootenay  region 


□West  Koolenay  Gays  and  Lesbians,  Box  642,  Nelson  V1L  4K5 
Ollenng  Iriendship,  a  newsletter,  info  and  social  events  Potluck 
third  Sunday  ol  month,  3-7  pm;  contact  Nelson  Community  Ser- 
vices Centre  (604)  352-3504  (24  hrs). 


YUKON 

Whitehorse 


□  Lesbian  support  group,  c/o  Yukon  Status  of  Women,  302 
SleelesSt,  Y1A2C5 

PUBLICATIONS 

□  Actionf  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730  Balhurst  St.  M5S  2R4 

□  Angles,  Box  2259,  MPO,  Vancouver,  BC  V5B  3W2 
(604)  684-6869 

□  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289  Sin  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 
(416)  364-6320 

□  Qas'attrape!!,  a  lesbian  monihly  CP771,  SuccC,  Montreal,  QC 
H2L  4L6 

□  Communique,  Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine 04736,  USA 

□  FLAGMAG,  Box  1556,  Sin  A,  Fredericton,  NB  E3B  5G2 

□  Flagrant,  Box  651,  Stn  E,  Victoria,  BC  V8W  2P3  Lesbian 
leminist 

□  The  Gay  Gleaner,  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB  T5J  2P2 

□  Gay  Niagara  News,  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6V5 

□  Gay  Phoenix,  Box  44,  Stn  B,  Hamilton,  ON  L8L  7T5 
(416)  639-6050 

□  GEM  Journal,  Box  62,  Brampton,  ON  LBV  2K7 

□  Gender  Review,  a  publication  ol  the  Foundation  for  the  Advance 
meni  of  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT),  primarily  of  inlerest  lo 
male-lo-female  transsexuals  Box  291,  Stn  A,  Hamilton,  ON 

L8N  3C8 

□  GLOW  Newsletter,  c/o  Federation  of  Students,  U  of  Waterloo 
Waterloo,  ON  N2L  3G1 

□  GO  Info,  Gays  of  Ollawa/Gais  de  I'Oulaouais,  Box  2919,  Stn  0 
Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9 

□  Guelph  Gay  Equality  Newsletter  Box  773,  Guelph.  ON  N1H  6L8 

□  HALO  Newsletter,  649  Colborne  Street,  London.  ON  N6A  3Z2 

□  Metamorphosis,  a  publication  ol  interest  to  female- lo-male 
transsexuals  Box  5963.  Sin  A.  Toronto  ON  M5W  1P4 

i  I  Network  Victoria.  Depl7.  Box  4276.  SinA.  Victoria.  BC 
V8X  3X4   (902)381-2225 

□  The  Open  Door,  rural  lesbian  newslelter  Northern  Lesbians 
(Collective).  RR  2.  Box  50.  Usk  Store.  Terrace.  BC  V8G  3Z9 

□  Perceptions,  Box  8581,  Saskatoon,  SK  S7K  6K7 

r:Le  petit  Berdache.  bi-monlhly  inlormation  bulletin  ol  AOGLO,  CP 
36,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  OC  H2L  4J7  (514)  843-8671 

Rencontres  Gales,  Editions  Homeureux  Enr,  CP  245,  Succ  N, 
Montreal,  QC  H?X  3M4 

Rites  Box  65,  Sin  F,  Toronto  ON  M4Y  2L4 

Sortie,  North  Americas  major  French-language  gay  publication 
CP 232,  SuccC,  Montreal,  QCH2L  4Kt  (514)521-2732  Ollice 
4286,  rueBoyer 

Target,  newslelter  ol  the  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society 
Box  695 ,  Stn  E .  Victoria  BC  V9W  2P9 
'  Thompson  Area  Gay  Group  Newsletter  Box  3343,  Kamloops,  BC 
V2C  6B9 

Thunder  Gay,  c/o  Box  2155,  Thunder  Bay,  ON 

GET  YOUR  GROUP 
INTO  NETWORK! 

NettNork  is  TBP  s  lisiing  ol  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
Ihroughoul  Canada  and  Quebec  Ms  a  way  ol  letting 
people  in  your  pari  ol  the  country  know  what  s  happen- 
ing, and  A  way  of  getting  others  involved 

We'll  gladly  ctiange,  add  or  delete  any  information  on 
your  qroup      jusl  drop  us  ,i  line'  Network.  The  Body 
Politic.  Box  7289,  Sin  A,  Toronio,  ON  M5W  1X9 


IF  YOU 

LIVE 

ON  THE 

EAST 

COAST 

...you  can  buy 

The  Body  Politic  at 

one  of  these  stores. 

Pick  us  up! 
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LIGHTHOUS  E     COURT 


MONTREAL  CANADA 


Qf^fc 


An  exquisitely  relaxed  compound  of  apartments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  and  Bar.   Across  from  the  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-9588 


BATHS 

riONING 

SAUNA 

SAUNA 

DOUCHES 

COMMUNITY 

COMMUNAUTAIRES 

SHOWERS 

BAINS  PRIVES 

PRIVATE  BATHS 

AIR  CUMATISE 

AIR  CONDITIONING 

1070  RUE  MACKAY 

MONTREAl,  QUEBEC  H3G  2H1 

514  878-9393 


SHETLAND'S 
MEADOW 


GUEST  HOUSE 

Relax  for  a  weekend  of  winter  activities  with  hosts  Bob  and  Nico,  in  our 

I9th<entury  farnnhouse.  Go  cross<ountry  skiing  on  our  50-acre  property 

or  on  the  nearby  Bruce  Trail.  Downhill  skiing  available  close  by. 

Shetland's  Meadow  welcomes  our  new  neighbour  Prinstern  Acres, 
owned  and  operated  by  Janice  Prince  and  Lian  Gluckstern. 

Two  hours  from  Toronto  in  the  village  of  Bognor, 
23  km  south  of  Owen  Sound 

For  reservations,  caJI  (416)960-1291,  Monday  to  Friday,  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 


The  heart  of  New  York 
at  the  height  of  the  Season! 


The  River  Hotel 
for  comfort,  privacy,  luxury 
and  all  that  Greenwich  Village 
has  to  offer. 


THE  RIVER  HOTEL 

180  Christopher  Street,        New  York,  NY  10014 

(800)  437-7017  (Toll  Free)  (212)  206-1020 

All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 
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THE  WORLD 

The  London  Lesbian  and  Gay  Centre  opens  to  face  tight  Tory  times 

Getting  it  all  together  in  Islingbn 


The  London  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Centre  opened  its  doors  on 
January  28,  to  the  deHght  of  its 
recently  expanded  staff  and  its 
supporters  in  the  Labour-major- 
ity Greater  London  Council  (GLC),  who 
have  sponsored  the  project  since  its  in- 
ception in  1982.  While  a  full  opening, 
scheduled  for  March,  waits  on  finishing 
touches  to  the  conversion  of  the  five- 
floor  building,  visitors  are  already  being 
welcomed  to  the  centre,  and  volunteers 
are  being  sought  from  within  the  com- 
munity to  make  up  the  large  staff  vital  to 
its  success. 

The  centre  began  with  an  idea,  a  com- 
mittee and  a  £15,000  grant  from  the  GLC 
in  September  1982.  By  the  time  the 
building  was  found  and  negotiations 
with  the  local,  very  supportive  borough 
council  of  Islington  (also  Labour)  had 
secured  its  use  as  a  lesbian  and  gay  cen- 
tre, the  GLC  had  pledged  nearly  £1  mil- 
lion in  support  for  renovations,  salaries 
and  capitaL  While  dependent  on  the  rad- 
ical socialist  council  for  its  foundation, 
the  centre  will  rapidly  have  to  become 
independent,  as  the  national  government 
moves  to  take  over  the  finances,  and 
eventually  the  administration,  of  the 
GLC.  The  abolition  of  the  major  elected 
metropolitan  councils  in  Britain,  (all 
Labour-controlled,  like  the  GLC),  will 
be  completed  in  1986,  and  many  services 
recently  offered  to  gays,  women,  the 
unemployed,  the  infirm  and  others  will 
almost  certainly  lose  their  funding  in  the 
monetarist  drive  to  rid  the  government 


From  across  the  UK:  The  LLGC  staff  (from  left,  back):  Tim  Stanley,  Debbie  Marno, 
Jim  Muncey,  Wendy  Simpson,  Gordon  Fryer,  Chris  Baker,  Andrew  Flanagan,  (back 
to  the  left!)  Jan  Sutherland,  Spike  Aldridge,  Carole  Reeves  and  Linda  teeming 


of  its  role  as  patron  of  the  socially, 
physically  and  politically  disenfran- 
chised. As  the  Thatcher  administration 
attempts  to  impoverish  minority  cultures 
in  its  pursuit  of  a  puritan  national 
dream,  facilities  like  LLGC  will  become 
financially  reliant  on  their  own  com- 
munities. To  this  end,  as  Andrew  Flana- 
gan, the  bars  manager,  pointed  out,  an 
early  run  on  beer  sales  in  the  centre's 


French  police  returning  to  hard-line 


PARIS  — This  city's  gay  bars  are  experi- 
encing increasing  police  pressure  and  sur- 
veillance after  three  years  of  relative  toler- 
ance, and  the  police  are  lobbying  to  re- 
establish the  "Homosexual  Control 
Squad"  which  was  disbanded  in  1981  by 
the  then  new  socialist  Minister  of  the  In- 
terior, Gaston  Defferre. 

The  first  evidence  that  the  police  were 
eager  to  return  to  a  hard-line  policy  came 
in  January  1984.  On  the  pretext  of  inves- 
tigating the  murders  of  a  number  of  gay 
men,  police  organized  raids  against  sever- 
al bars.  More  than  500  people  were  de- 
tained for  identification  and  background 
checks.  Defferre  publically  criticized  the 
force  for  its  behaviour,  much  to  the  an- 
noyance of  police  brass. 

By  July  of  last  year,  the  slow  erosion  of 
socialist  power  led  to  the  resignation  of 
the  Mauroy  administration,  and  Defferre 
was  replaced  by  Pierre  Joxe.  According 
to  Gai  Pied,  the  police  "made  up  for  lost 
time."  Between  September  and  Decem- 
ber, four  gay  bars  were  closed  down  for 
administrative  reasons  such  as  over- 
crowding. Others  came  under  strict  sur- 
veillance. By  January  1985,  police  were 
visiting  bars  "asking"  the  proprietors  to 
close  down  their  back  rooms.  Only  one 
bar,  BH,  which  had  just  reopened  after  a 
month's  closure  for  overcrowding,  at- 
tempted to  resist.  The  bar  found  itself 
subject  to  nightly  police  "inspection"  un- 
til it  too  gave  in,  in  mid-February. 

"Strictly  speaking,  we  don't  want  to 
close  down  backroom  bars,"  said  Police 


Superintendent  Boucher  in  an  interview 
with  Gai  Pied.  "We  only  wish  that  they 
wouldn't  exist.  It's  a  matter  of  equality 
with  other  groups.  Backrooms  aren't  tol- 
erated in  Arab  bars.  Why  should  they  be 
tolerated  in  gay  bars?  And  now  there's 
AIDS.  I've  discussed  the  question  with  a 
number  of  well-known  homosexuals. 
They  all  agree.  The  backrooms  give  the 
homosexual  community  a  bad  image." 

Bourchard  also  utilized  his  unnamed 
"number  of  well-known  homosexuals" 
to  justify  a  return  to  the  Homosexual 
Control  Squad.  "If  you  only  knew  the 
number  of  gays  who  miss  the  Homosexu- 
al Control  Squad,"  he  said.  "Certainly 
the  name  was  clumsy.  But  today  if  the 
gays  have  a  problem,  they  don't  know 
who  to  turn  to....  We  should  reestablish 
the  Squad." 

So  far,  France's  largest  gay  organiza- 
tion, CUARH  (the  Emergency  Committee 
Against  Homosexual  Repression),  has  re- 
fused to  comment  on  the  question.  Gaies 
pour  les  Libertes,  a  group  which  is  work- 
ing for  the  left  in  the  upcoming  1986  elec- 
tions, has  called  the  police  actions  "a 
dangerous  game." 

But  according  to  Roland  Surzur  of  Gai 
Pied,  the  police  are  counting  on  the  con- 
tinued erosion  of  pro-gay  socialist  power 
by  the  opposition,  and  are  confident  that 
next  year's  elections  will  give  them  free 
reign.  "The  closure  of  the  backrooms  is 
perhaps  only  the  beginning  of  the  police 
reaction  and  a  return  lo  the  old  methods 
of  anti-gay  harassment,"  he  said. (  1 


two  bars,  one  exclusively  for  women, 
could  bring  the  running  costs  of  the  cen- 
tre into  the  black  by  1986. 

In  January  1985,  the  GLC  with  the 
two  existing  workers  at  the  centre,  hired 
nine  further  staff,  drawn  from  across  the 
UK,  and  from  a  variety  of  trade,  profes- 
sional, union  and  gay /lesbian  political 
backgrounds.  The  five  women  and  six 
men  moved  into  the  building  on  January 
18,  with  renovations  still  unfinished, 
after  a  series  of  delays  threatened  to 
postpone  the  opening  until  after  the 
mandarins  at  Whitehall  take  over  the  fi- 
nances of  the  GLC  this  summer.  Paint- 
ing parties  are  being  held  to  warm  up  the 
atmosphere,  while  much  of  the  crafts 
and  cultural  equipment  will  be  acquired 
through  fundraising  and  donations. 

While  many  have  expressed  doubts 
over  the  political  patronage  and  the  con- 
centration of  limited  lesbian  and  gay  re- 
sources on  the  centre,  it  will  nevertheless 
offer  a  wide  range  of  facilities  —  an  al- 
ternative disco,  art  space,  a  women's 
floor  (craftrooms,  a  bar,  a  creche),  a 
branch  of  Gays  the  Word  bookstore,  a 
performance  space  for  bands  and  thea- 
tre, a  printing  room,  meeting  rooms, 
and  a  space  for  the  Hall /Carpenter  Ar- 
chives. Wheelchair  access  is  through  the 
back  yard,  soon  to  become  a  city  garden 
in  time  for  outdoor  politics  and  summer 
romance. 

Spike  Aldridge,  the  press  officer, 
foresees  the  centre  as  both  a  meeting  and 
organizing  space  for  existing  and  new 
lesbian  and  gay  groups  (Friend,  London 
Gay  Switchboard,  London  Gay  Cam- 
paigning Group,  the  Consenting  Adults 
in  Public  theatre  troupe),  as  well  as  an 
alternative  nighttime  venue  to  the 
commercial  gay  scene.  Women  and  gay 
teenagers  are  expected  to  benefit  most 
from  the  opening  (the  London  Gay 
Teenage  group  is  the  largest  gay  group  in 
the  capital),  and  the  centre  received  a 
boost  when  the  local  Labour  MP,  Chris 
Smith,  a  longtime  supporter  of  gay 
rights,  became  the  first  member  of  ihe 
current  Parliament  to  come  out.  Ac- 
cording to  Carole  Reeves,  volunteers 


coordinator,  with  a  token  £l-a-year 
rent,  the  location  in  a  labour-dominated 
local  borough,  and  shrewd  political 
maneuvering  to  preserve  next  year's 
funding,  the  centre  needs  only  the  work 
of  volunteers  to  thrive. 

The  LLGC  is  located  in  a  downtown 
area  of  warehouses  and  small  industry, 
with  a  tradition  of  radical  working-class, 
women's  and  sexual  politics,  at  69  Cow- 
cross  St,  London  ECI,  a  short  walk  from 
the  Farringdon  subway  stop. 

Michael  Smith  D 

Private  dicks  lose 
sex  surveillance  job 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —This  city's  Public 
Health  Department  will  continue  to  moni- 
tor sexual  activity  in  the  baths,  but  has 
decided  that  surveillance  will  no  longer  be 
carried  out  by  private  detectives. 

The  city's  seven-member  Health  Com- 
mission voted  February  5  to  order  the 
Public  Health  Department  to  withdraw  its 
request  for  $10,000  to  renew  a  contract 
with  the  Hal  Lipset  detective  agency.  Lip- 
set's  agency  collected  a  $50,000  fee  for  an 
earlier  survey  of  "unsafe"  sex  in  the 
baths. 

Larry  Meredith  of  the  health  depart- 
ment, addressing  a  public  meeting  prior  to 
the  commission's  vote,  claimed  that  out- 
side help  was  needed  because  the  hves  of 
some  of  the  department's  50  inspectors 
had  been  threatened  when  they  conducted 
surveillance  in  the  baths  last  year. 
Meredith  also  claimed  that  "only  properly 
trained  personnel"  could  determine  whe- 
ther illegal  sex  acts  were  being  committed. 
It  is  not  known  what  special  training 
Lipset's  detectives  have. 

The  decision  not  to  re-hire  Lipset  does 
not  mean  that  San  Francisco's  baths  will 
be  free  from  spies.  Jim  Foster,  a  gay 
member  of  the  health  commission,  says 
the  decision  "does  not  diminish  the  de- 
partment's commitment  to  continue  to 
monitor  the  sex  activity  in  these  busines- 
ses... as  mandated  by  the  court."  A  deci- 
sion by  Judge  Roy  Wonder  on  December 
24, 1984  ordered  the  baths  to  stop  "un- 
safe" sex  acts  and  made  the  Public  Health 
Department  the  final  authority  on  what 
that  activity  consisted  of.  Foster  claims 
that  monitoring  will  not  involve  harass- 
ment, detention  or  arrest  of  bath  patrons. 
Only  the  owners  are  liable  to  charges  for 
allowing  "high-risk  activity. "D 

"Nuisance"  law  nets 
9  in  Georgia  bath  raid 

ATLANTA —  Nine  people  were  arrested 
and  charged  with  "sodomy"  in  February 
10  raids  on  the  Club  Baths  Atlanta  and 
the  Locker  Room  Health  Club,  and  Ful- 
ton County  Solicitor  Jim  Webb  has 
launched  a  suit  seeking  to  close  the  baihs 
permanently  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
AIIXS. 

According  to  Glen  McGahee  of  Ain 
Atlanta,  officers  of  the  Meiro  vice  squad, 
a  force  "managed"  by  the  county  solici- 
tor, conducted  undercover  sur\eillance  in 
the  baths  for  six  months  before  the  raids. 
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"If  you  can't 

be  a  house 

guest  in  the 

country. . . 

be  ours." 


Rill  House  is  a  restored  nineteenth 
century  country-house — worthy  of 
your  consideration  because  of  the 
determination  of  the  host  to  give  his 
guests  a  "special"  place  to  visit  that 
is  quiet,  secluded  and  memorable. 

In  winter  there  is  cross-country  and 
alpine  skiing,  quiet  walks  along  the 
Bruce  Trail — and  in  summer,  swim- 
ming, fishing  and  hiking — and 
always  a  host  who  knows  a  thing  or 
two  about  making  you  welcome. 

A  unique,  private  and  informal 
home  for  those  who  like  comfort, 
but  prefer  not  to  pay  luxury  prices. 
lOOK  north-west  of  Toronto. 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  further  infor- 
mation. 


Rill  House  farm 

Creemore,  Ontario 

416-231-7650 
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An  employee  of  the  Club  Atlanta  who 
was  arrested  for  obstructing  police  said 
the  vice  squad  had  no  warrants  when  they 
entered  the  premises.  Webb's  suit  asks 
that  police  be  granted  access  to  the  baths 
without  warrants  in  future. 

Georgia's  "public  nuisance /sodomy" 
law  states  that  "whosoever  shall  know- 
ingly erect,  establish...  or  own  or  lease 
any. . .  place  used  for  the  purpose  of  lewd- 
ness, prostitution,  sodomy,  the  solicita- 
tion of  sodomy,  or  masturbation  for  hire 
shall  be  guilty  of  maintaining  a 
nuisance...  and  the  building  in  which 
such  lewdness...  shall  be  conducted  (is) 
also  declared  to  be  a  nuisance." 

The  "nuisance  law"  is  the  same  one 
Webb  used  last  year  to  prosecute  Gene 
Loring,  owner  of  Christopher's  Kind,  a 
gay  bookstore.  Loring  is  on  probation  for 
carrying  magazines  showing  "lewd  depic- 
tion of  genitals." 

Webb's  civil  suit  was  scheduled  to  be 
heard  February  28  and  the  baths  remain 
open  for  the  time  being.  D 

Belgian  bath  trial 
draws  positive  press 

BRUSSELS  —The  first  part  of  the  trial 
of  Michel  Vincineau  and  Rudi  Heanen, 
charged  with  keeping  a  disorderly  house 
as  a  result  of  their  involvement  with  two 
gay  steambaths,  ended  with  a  strong 
showing  by  the  defence  February  6. 

Charges  were  laid  in  March  1984  after 
police  raids  against  sauna  Macho  I  in  Ant- 
werp and  Macho  II  in  Brussels.  The  raids, 
which  were  provoked  by  an  anonymous 
letter  to  a  local  judge,  alleging  the  baths 
were  centres  of  orgies,  drug  addiction  and 
child  prostitution,  took  place  in  the  midst 
of  a  debate  in  the  Belgian  parliament  on 
proposals  for  a  uniform  age  of  consent  for 
heterosexual  and  homosexual  acts. 

Heanan  and  Vincineau  were  impris- 
oned for  several  months  before  growing 
protests  by  gay,  civil  rights  and  educa- 
tional groups  led  to  their  release  pending 
trial. 

The  February  trial  exposed  the  weak- 
nesses of  the  state's  case.  No  drugs  or 
minors  were  found  during  the  extensive 
raids.  Expert  witnesses,  including  writer 
Renaud  Camus,  sexologist  Francoise 
Morin  and  lawyer  Christian  Gury,  testi- . 
fied  for  the  defence.  Press  coverage  was 
unanimously  favourable  to  the  defend- 
ants, and  the  Brussels  daily  Le  Soir  called 
the  affair  "the  spark  that  will  ignite 
awareness  of  homosexuality  in  Belgian 
society." 

The  trial  will  resume  in  March.  D 

Gay  leaders  arrested 
in  apartheid  protest 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Nine  American 
lesbian  and  gay  leaders,  including  Gil 
Gerald,  executive  director  of  the  National 
Coalition  of  Black  Gays,  were  arrested 
along  with  48  others  as  they  protested 
outside  the  South  African  embassy  here 
February  6. 

Gerald  was  arrested  along  with  Mi- 
chelle Parerson,  also  of  the  NCBG,  Jeff 
Levi  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force, 
Tom  Chorlton  of  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic 
Clubs,  Deacon  Maccubbin  and  Eric  Ro- 
senthal of  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lob- 
by, Chris  Riddiough  of  the  National  Or- 
ganization for  Women,  and  local  activists 
Frank  Kameny  and  Jeff  Menzer.  All  were 
charged  with  violating  a  District  of  Co- 
lumbia law  prohibiting  protests  within 
500  feet  of  a  foreign  embassy. 

Protests  have  been  taking  place  outside 


Gerald  and  Maccubbin  face  arrest 

the  embassy  since  November  21  as  part  of 
a  campaign  to  pressure  the  Reagan  gov- 
ernment and  US  corporations  to  take  a 
harder  line  against  the  racist  South  Afri- 
can regime. 

"For  decades  people  in  this  country 
and  all  over  the  world,  including  lesbians 
and  gays,  have  been  outraged  about  the 
plight  of  blacks  in  South  Africa  under  the 
racist  policies  of  apartheid.  But  far  too 
many  people  dedicated  their  lives  to  only 
the  causes  and  issues  that  were  closest  to 
them,"  said  Gerald  before  his  arrest. 
"The  growing  public  activism  in  support 
of  ending  apartheid  is  part  of  this  new 
awareness  that  oppression  in  all  its  forms, 
including  racism,  must  be  dealt  with  as  a 
generic  problem.  We  are  indeed  com- 
pelled to  make  the  assertion  with  all 
people  who  yearn  for  freedom  and  justice 
that  'none  of  us  are  free  until  all  of  us  are 
free.'  We  will  not  experience  the  full 
meaning  of  freedom  unless  apartheid  and 
other  injustices  in  South  Africa  are  also 
brought  to  an  end."  D 

University  gets  tough 
on  job  placement  bias 

BERKELEY,  CA  —  The  University  of 
California  has  agreed  in  principle  to  bar 
private  employers  who  practice  illegal  dis- 
crimination on  the  basis  of  sexual  orien- 
tation from  using  campus  placement 
facilities. 

President  David  Gardner  has  written  to 
the  chancellors  of  the  nine  UC  campuses, 
endorsing  a  proposal  by  the  University  of 
California  Lesbian  and  Gay  Intercampus 
Network  Nondiscrimination  Project  that 
would  require  employers  using  campus 
placement  centres  to  certify  that  they  will 
not  discriminate  in  violation  of  applicable 
laws.  A  1979  California  Supreme  Court 
decision  in  Gay  Law  Students  vs  Pacific 
Telephone  and  Telegraph  holds  that 
discrimination  against  "persons  who 
identify  themselves  as  homosexuals"  vio- 
lates the  California  Labor  Code.  The 
decision  applied  to  all  private  employers 
in  the  state. 

The  need  for  some  kind  of  agreement 
was  shown  by  a  survey  of  students  and 
employers  using  the  centres.  One  law  firm 
which  recruited  at  Boalt  Hall  Law  School 
in  1980  wrote,  "We  will  not  employ  per- 
verts or  deviants." 

The  agreement  leaves  unresolved  the 
question  of  military  recruiters  on  campus, 
since  the  military  claims  its  policy  of 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  is  legal.  D 


MardiGras  gala  gets 
"gay"  trademark  suit 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO  —This  city's  world- 
famous  Mardi  Gras  Carnival  has  led  to  a 
second  lawsuit  against  Guilherme  Araujo, 
organizer  of  the  Grand  Gala  Gay,  by  a 
company  which  claims  exclusive  rights  to 
the  word  "gay"  for  commercial  use. 

Seven  years  ago,  Proarte  Artistic  Pro- 
ductions registered  "gay"  as  "industrial 
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property,"  and  legally  no  one  can  use  it  in 
shows,  public  entertainment  or  publicity 
without  paying  an  agreed  fee.  Brazil's  lar- 
gest television  network  has  stopped  its 
top  comedian,  Jo  Soares,  from  playing  a 
character  called  Captain  Gay  as  a  result 
of  threatened  lawsuits,  and  two  theatres 
have  been  sued  by  Proarte  for  using  the 
word  on  promotional  material. 

This  year,  Proarte  once  again  took  aim 
at  Araujo's  Grand  Gala  Gay,  which  has 
become  one  of  the  highlights  of  Carnival. 
A  case  brought  against  Araujo  for  last 
year's  advertisements  is  still  before  the 
courts.  Posters  and  newspaper  ads  for  the 
"gay"  gala  displayed  a  pair  of  high- 
heeled  shoes  supporting  two  very  hairy, 
masculine  legs. 

"The  case  won't  get  anywhere  because 


AIDS 


the  word  is  in  the  international  vocabu- 
lary," said  Araujo.  Well-known  news- 
paper columnist  Millor  Fernandez  is 
backing  Araujo.  "They  took  advantage 
because  the  word  still  hasn't  officially  en- 
tered the  Portuguese  language,"  he  said. 
"Gay  is  a  word  in  current  use,  as  a  noun 
and  as  an  adjective." 

Meanwhile,  the  homoerotic  aspect  of 
Carnival  continued  to  draw  charterloads 
of  New  York  and  California  gay  tourists. 
The  Grand  Gala  sold  out  at  the  unheard- 
of  price  of  $30  a  head,  while  its  parade  at- 
tracted millions  of  less  affluent  viewers 
on  the  streets  and  over  television.  The 
London  Observer  calltd  Carnival  "the 
hub  of  Brazilian  gaydom,"  and  remarked 
that  "many  of  the  prettiest  creatures  in 
the  festivities  are  young  men  in  drag."n 


Dubious  test  approved;  funding  cuts  loom 


The  Reagan  administration  is  asking 
Congress  to  cut  $10.6  million  from  its 
present  levels  of  funding  for  AIDS 
research  in  its  attempt  to  reduce  the  1986 
budget  deficit,  which  has  ballooned  due 
to  uncontrolled  arms  spending. 

"It  is  incredible  that  an  administration 
that  considers  AIDS  to  be  its  'number  one 
health  priority'  would  reduce  spending 
when  we  are  still  a  long  way  from  a  cure 
and  while  the  costs  associated  with  AIDS 
are  skyrocketing,"  said  NGTF  executive 
director  Virginia  Apuzzo.  The  budget  re- 
quest is  consistent  with  Reagan's  attempts 
to  cut  back  AIDS  funding  during  his  ad- 
ministration. Until  now  Congress  has  ig- 
nored Reagan's  proposals  and  approved 
substantially  more  to  fight  the  syndrome 
than  the  president  has  requested. 

Health  Secretary  Margaret  Heckler  an- 
nounced the  approval  of  a  screenng  test 
for  AIDS  in  the  blood  supply  March  2. 
Critics  had  urged  that  the  test  not  be  ap- 
proved until  special  test  sites  were  set  up. 
They  fear  that  individuals  at  risk  might 
donate  blood  in  order  to  be  tested,  and 
since  the  test  fails  to  detect  antibodies  to 
the  virus  7  percent  of  the  time,  the  blood 
supply  would  be  placed  in  even  greater 
danger  of  contamination.  The  test  also 
has  an  even  higher  false  positive  test  rate, 
and  results  may  indicate  exposure  to 
AIDS  where  none  has  actually  occurred. 

In  spite  of  these  problems.  Heckler 
called  the  approval  of  the  tests  "the  ans- 
wer to  the  prayers  of  thousands  of  Ameri- 
cans facing  surgery  or  otherwise  requiring 
blood."  A  bill  has  already  been  intro- 
duced into  the  New  Heunpshire  legislature 
by  a  member  who  was  terrified  to  receive 
a  blood  transfusion  last  year.  It  would 
provide  for  a  sentence  of  one  to  seven 
years  and  a  $1 ,000  fine  for  "any  homo- 
sexual who  voluntarily  donated  blood." 
The  bill  was  unanimously  opposed  in 
committee  and  is  expected  to  be  roundly 
defeated  when  it  comes  before  the  house. 

In  Sweden,  Health  Minister  Gertrud 
Sigurdsen  is  also  suggesting  legislation 
prohibiting  blood  donations  by  homosex- 
uals, drug  addicts,  or  anyone  who  has  sex 
with  them.  At  present  gay  people  are 
asked  to  voluntarily  refrain  from  giving 
blood  in  Sweden. 

In  an  article  appearing  in  Philadelphia 
Gay  News  and  other  gay  media  across  the 
States,  longtime  gay  activist  John  Laurit- 
sen  charges  that  the  Centers  for  Disease 
Control's  (CDC)  statistical  methods 
grossly  distort  groups  at  risk  of  acquiring 
AIDS.  CDC  figures  show  73  percent  of 
AIDS  cases  as  gay  men,  while  17  percent 
are  listed  as  intravenous  (IV)  drug 
abusers.  But  Laurit,sen  points  out  that 
CDC  figures  are  hierarchical.  That  is,  if  a 
gay  man  uses  intravenous  drugs  he  will  be 
included  in  the  gay  category  but  not  in  the 


IV  drug-users  category. 

Based  on  projections  from  limited 
studies  done  on  gay  AIDS  patients,  Laur- 
itsen  estimates  that  approximately  30  per- 
cent of  AIDS  patients  have  a  history  of  IV 
drug  abuse  due  to  the  overlap  between 
the  gay  and  IV  categories.  He  asserts  that 
if  non-IV  drug  abuse  is  taken  into  ac- 
count (nitrites,  marijuana,  speed,  co- 
caine, LSD,  quaaludes,  ethyl  chloride, 
barbiturates,  heroin  and  alcohol)  the 
principal  patient  characteristic  for  AIDS 
will  be  drug  abuse,  not  homosexuality. 

New  studies  reported  in  the  British 
medical  journal  La«c?r  indicate  that  only 
37  percent  of  healthy  San  Francisco  gay 
males  have  been  exposed  to  the  AIDS 
virus.  (Presence  of  the  antibody  which  in- 
dicates exposure  does  not  mean  that  a 
person  will  go  on  to  develop  AIDS.)  Pre- 
vious CDC  studies  seemed  to  indicate  that 
up  to  65  percent  of  the  city's  gay  men  had 
the  virus  antibodies.  The  first  figures 
were  apparently  exaggerated  by  poor  se- 
lection procedures. 

In  Australia,  AIDS  hysteria  seems  to  be 
cooling  down  somewhat  as  a  joint  meeting 
of  commonwealth  and  state  health  min- 
isters rejected  a  series  of  proposals  calling 
for  the  closure  of  gay  bars,  baths  and 
discos,  and  the  patrolling  of  all 
"homosexual  areas"  by  the  police.  Even 
the  head  of  the  taskforce  which  made  the 
recommendations.  Professor  Ronald 
Penington,  admitted  that  such  measures 
would  not  assist  in  controlling  the  spread 
of  AIDS.  "If  we  are  going  to  try  and  curb 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  the  only  way  to 
do  it  within  the  male  homosexual  com- 
munity is  with  their  cooperation,"  he  said. 
"  I  f  one  takes  a  penalty  approach  and  tries 
to  shut  down  places  like  bathhouses,  you 
will  lose  any  chance  of  their  cooperation 
in  an  educational  programme." 

Scientists  at  the  Pasteur  Institute  in 
Paris  have  released  "encouraging  results" 
from  trial  treatment  of  AIDS  patients 
with  a  substance  called  HPA23.  The  sub- 
stance has  produced  complete  remission 
or  stabilization  of  the  illness  in  four  pati- 
ents by  both  inhibiting  the  reproduction 
of  the  virus  and  stimulating  parts  of  the 
immune  system  that  are  depressed  by 
AIDS.  Larger  scale  studies  are  now  being 
planned  to  better  understand  the  thera- 
peutic qualities  of  HPA23. 

As  of  January  28,  the  CDC  reported 
8,507  AIDS  cases  in  the  US.  Forty-eight 
percent  have  died.fl 
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Gov  (  Dmmuniiy  News  (Boston),  The  H'ashinglon 
fl/arfe  (Washington  tK"),  Oai  Pied  (Paris).  Martin 
Foreman  (London),  Philadelphia  Gay  A/eu'.v  (Phila- 
delphia), TH'/V (Miami),  New  York  Na/;Vp(New 
York),  r/tf  .S/ur  (Sydney).  Bay  Area  Reporter  (San 
Francisco). 


l/^-viting! 


CHANDLER  INN 

Inn  Town  Bed  &  Breakfast 


A  favorite  European  tradition  has  finally 
arrived  in  Boston  the  Chandler  Inn.  A 
Bed  &  Breakfast  hotel  located  in  the  heart 
of  the  city.  .  .  the  perfect  option  tor  a  trav- 
eler seeking  a  small,  friendly  spot  at  an 
affordable  price.  Our  56  newly  refur- 
bished, contemporary  rooms  are  equipped 
with  private  bath,  color  television,  and 
direct  dial  telephone,  ,  . 

Enjoy  Boston  the  ^♦t**'expensive  way 


Rates:  $48.  single/$58,double 
Includes  continental  breakfast 


26  Chandler  at  Berkeley,  Boston  MA  02116 
(617)  482-3450 


UNDER  THE  CHANDLER 

26  Chandler  3l  Berkeley,  Boston  MA  02116 


Wind  *^^i\imcs 


'"^  A  special 

Guest  House 

especially 

for  you. 

Near  Son  Juan's 
Condatdo  Beach. 


Call  or  write  for  information 

53  TAR  •  SAN  JUAN,  PR  00911 

809-727-4153 


()ao^^ 


314  Jarvjs  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario 

<^^>*  MSB  2C5 

^ataJ         (416)591-6763 


J        R       A        y       E        I 


""^       ""'  deserve 

FLOWERS  too. 


we  aeiiveri! 


wrvJng  mi 


X>236  104ljf  Florist 
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DRadiguet.  Buddies  in  Bad  Times  new  show, 
written  and  directed  by  Sky  Gilbert.  See 
preview,  page  27. 

CCome  Back  (o  the  Five  and  Dime,  Jimmy 
Dean,  Jimmy  Dean.  The  original  Ed  Graczyk 
play  about  a  reunion  of  a  James  Dean  fan 
club  in  McCarthy,  Texas,  years  after  their 
hero's  death.  One  of  the  group  is  a  trans- 
sexual (a  role  played  by  Karen  Black  in  the 
film).  An  Equity  Showcase  Production.  April 
10-14,  8:30  pm  at  Harbourfront's  Studio 
Theatre,  235  Queen's  Quay  West.  Free,  but 
reservations  are  recommended.  963-9226. 

iZ  Sheila  Gostick  with  Romanovsky  and 
Phillips.  A  slightly  off  centre  night  at  the 
Rivoli  with  the  lively  gay  cabaret  duo  and  the 
wacky  lesbian  comic.  April  24,  9  pm,  at  334 
Queen  Street  West.  $6  admission.  360-6037. 
DThe  Cullberg  Ballet.  A  return  engagement 
of  one  of  the  most  exciting  troupes  to  visit 
Toronto  in  the  past  few  years.  The  works  the 
company  is  bringing  this  time  include  a  ver- 
sion of  Romeo  and  Juliet  and  The  Rite  of 
Spring.  April  17-20,  8  pm,  at  the  Ryerson 
Theatre,  31  Gerrard  Street  East.  977-1055. 
"The  National  Ballet  of  Canada.  The  com- 
pany's spring  season  features  a  week  of  Pro- 
kofiev's Romeo  and  Juliet  (April  24-28)  and  a 
mixed  programme  that  includes  a  world  pre- 
miere by  Toronto  Dance  Theatre's  David 
Earle  (May  1-5).  The  O'Keefe  Centre,  Front 
and  Yonge  Streets.  Ticketron  outlets  or 
766-3271. 

GLes  Ballets  Trockadero  de  Monte  Carlo.  A 
return  engagement  by  the  high-fiying,  high- 
kicking  all-male  company.  Fun  both  as  a  par- 
ody of  ballet  and  as  well-executed  dance.  Ap- 
ril 22-24,  8  pm  at  the  Ryerson  Theatre,  31 
Gerrard  Street  East,  977-1055. 
n  Albertine  in  Five  Times.  A  new  play  by 
Michel  Tremblay,  the  story  of  a  woman  seen 
simultaneously  at  five  points  in  her  life.  Pre- 
views March  31  to  April  7,  Opens  April  9. 
Tarragon  Theatre,  30  Bridgman  Avenue. 
531-1827. 

DFortune  and  Men's  Eyes.  John  Herbert's 
classic  about  four  inmates  in  a  Canadian 
prison.  See  preview,  page  27. 
n  Desire.  A  new  production  by  Necessary 
Angel  Theatre,  a  collective  piece  about  con- 
temporary love,  sexuality  and  seduction.  It's 
also  billed  as  a  romantic  comedy.  Previews 
April  3,  opens  April  10  at  Toronto  Free  Thea- 
tre, 26  Berkeley  Street.  368-2856. 
TThe  Barber  of  Seville.  The  latest  Canadian 
Opera  Company  production,  Rossini's  comic 
opera  about  Figaro's  wily  machinations  to 
win  Rosina  for  the  young  Count  Almaviva. 
April  10-20  at  the  O'Keefe  Centre,  Front  and 
Yonge  Streets.  Ticketron  outlets  or  766-3271. 


•"'•***<Mibifc'^' 
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ART 

IAN  THOM 

n  Private  Collection.  A  show  and  sale  of  art 
(mostly  nudes)  and  books  to  benefit  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives.  At  Printmakers 
Gallery,  97  Winchester  Street,  March  23  and 
24  from  noon  to  5  pm.  A  wide  range  of  good 
material,  and  for  a  very  good  cause. 
n Bodies.  A  group  show  at  Gallery  44,  109 
Niagara  Street,  to  March  31.  363-5187. 
n3-Woman  Show.  Works  by  Carla  Smith, 
Rafy  and  Janice  Oakley,  at  Sparkes  Gallery, 
1114  Queen  Street  West .  53 1  - 1 243 . 
DStella  Kyriakakis  exhibits  a  show  entitled 
The  first  time  I  saw  Johnny. . .  and  other  stor- 
ies, April  3-27,  at  Gallery  940,  940  Queen 
Street  East.  Everyone  is  welcome  to  attend 
the  opening  April  3  at  8  pm,  and  meet  the  ar- 
tist for  a  discussion  April  16  at  8  pm.  For 
more  info:  466-2030. 
n  Robert  Flack's  Heavy  Vibes.  At  YYZ,  1 16 


Spadina  Avenue,  2nd  fioor,  opening  April  8 
at  8  pm  and  running  to  the  28th.  968-6692. 
DBernard  Gamoy.  New  paintings,  until 
March  27,  at  Wynick/TUck,  80  Spadina  Ave- 
nue. 364-8716. 

D  Kathleen  Peer  presents  new  work  under  the 
title  Site  Unseen  at  Sparkes  Gallery,  1 1 14 
Queen  Street  West,  April  3-28.  531-1243. 
D  Barbara  Lounder.  A  show  entitled  Women 
and  Medicine,  at  Gallery  940,  940  Queen 
Street  East,  to  March  30.  466-2030. 
DThe  European  Iceberg.  The  challenging  ex- 
hibition of  contemporary  German  and  Italian 
work  continues  at  the  Art  Gallery  of  Ontario 
until  April  7.  317  Dundas  St.  W.  977-0414. 

FILIVI 

SONJA  MILLS 

n Underground  at  the  Cameron.  The  Cana- 
dian Filmmaker's  Distribution  Centre,  a  ma- 
jor distributor  of  smaller  and  amateur  films, 
presents  a  series  of  cinema  verite  shorts  at  the 


BARBARA  LOUNDER  •  WOMEN  AND  MEDICINE  •  GALLERY  940  TO  MARCH  30 


VFS.'   I?  THIS 
S^ktrER.^     AN 
ASPECT  OF   •iOl^k, 

''ALLOPATHIC" 


Cameron  House,  408  Queen  Street  West.  On 
Monday,  March  25,  the  line-up  will  include 
Holly  Dale  and  Janis  Cole's  Thin  Line,  a  film 
which  examines  the  psychiatric  institute  at 
Penetanguishene,  and  Black  and  White,  a 
film  by  Michael  McGarry  which  questions  the 
authority  of  police  to  invade  the  privacy  of 
civilians.  Monday,  April  1,  the  bill  includes 
Cream  Soda  and  Minimum  Charge,  No  Cov- 
er, both  early  Holly  Dale  and  Janis  Cole 
films,  and  So  Where's  My  Prince  Already?, 
which  examines  women's  perceptions  of  mar- 
riage. On  Monday,  April  8,  Janet  Walczew- 
ski's  1977  film  Theatre  for  Strangers,  a  por- 
trait of  Margaret  Dragu,  and  The  Brick,  an 
early  film  by  Nick  Sheehan.  Many  other 
worthwhile  films  will  be  screened  during  this 
small  festival,  beginning  at  8:30  each  night. 
DAI  the  repertory  cinemas: 

The  Bostonians,  March  20  &  21 ,  9  pm,  at 
the  Brighton,  and  March  24,  9:15  pm,  at  the 
Kingsway. 

Outrageous.',  with  a  fabulous  performance 
by  that  well-known  Toronto  queen,  Craig 
Russell,  at  the  Kingsway,  March  21,  7  pm. 

The  Times  of  Harvey  Milk,  the  gripping 
documentary  on  the  slain  San  Francisco  gay 
leader,  March  25,  7  pm,  at  the  Fox;  and 
March  30,  7  pm,  at  the  Bloor. 

The  Hunger.  A  particular  scene  with  Susan 
Sarandon  and  Catherine  Deneuve  is  alone 
well  worth  the  two  bucks.  March  26,  9  pm  at 
the  Brighton. 

Sebastiane,  March  28,  9:30  pm,  at  the 
Bloor;  The  Dresser,  April  2,  9:15  pm  at  the 
Kingsway;  and  The  4th  Man,  April  11,  9:30 
pm,  at  the  Bloor. 

And  some  interesting  double  features: 
April  2,  7  pm,  at  the  Fox:  Entre  Nous  and 
The  4th  Man;  April  10,  7  pm  at  the  Kings- 
way:  Satyricon  and  Sebastiane;  April  10  and 
11,7  pm,  at  the  Brighton,  Yentl  and  A  Star  is 
Born  (the  Judy  G  version,  of  course). 

The  Brighton  Theatre,  127 Roncesvalles Ave- 
nue. 537-9767;  The  Bloor  Cinema.  506  Bloor 
Street  West,  532-6677;  The  Fox,  2236  Queen 
Street  East,  691-7330;  The  Kingsway  Theatre, 
3030  Bloor  Street  West,  236-1411. 

MUSIC 

SONJA  MILLS 

DK  D  Lang  brings  her  outrageous  country 
act  to  Albert's  Hall  at  the  Brunswick  House 
April  22-27.  Don't  miss  it!  481  Bloor  Street 
West,  at  Brunswick.  924-3884. 
DThe  Armstrong  Sisters.  Becky  and  Jenny 
Armstrong  are  from  Chicago,  but  are  well- 
known  in  the  Toronto  folk  community.  On 
Saturday,  March  23,  they  will  be  presenting 
"Sister  Songs,"  a  history  of  women  told 
through  the  traditional  and  contemporary 
music  of  women.  At  the  New  Trojan  Horse 
Cafe,  179  Danforth  Avenue,  461-8367. 
1  I  Stephen  Roseland  will  be  performing 
March  31  and  April  14  and  28  during  Sunday 
brunch,  from  I  to  4  pm,  at  Chez  Moi,  30 
Hayden  Street.  921-5566. 
1  1  David  Ramsden.  The  multi-talented  per- 
former is  at  Roxy's  every  Friday  night  for  an 
indefinite  run.  9A  Charles  Street  West, 
924-5373. 


TV/RADIO 

SONJA  MILLS 

I  !  Phil  Donahue  hosts  Rosemary  Curb  and 
Nancy  Manahan,  editors  of  Lesbian  Nuns: 
Breaking  Silence,  the  new  book  which  unveils 
the  mysterious  lives  of  nuns.  Thursday,  April 
18,  9  am,  on  NBC-TV,  channel  2,  cable  13. 
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ALAN  ROSENTHAL 
AND  EDDIE  ROY  IN  SKY 
GILBERT'S  RADIGUET 
THEATRE  CENTRE 
MARCH  15  TO  31 


I 


NIGHTLIFE 


•  Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 
RESTAURANTS 

J  Abundance.  Easygoing  elegance  under  the  chic  condos 
of  The  Bentley.  81  Church  St.  368-2867. 

□  Bemelman's.  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles  bar,  pricey 
restaurant.  83  Bloor  St  W.  960-0306. 

□  Bersanl  and  Carlevale.  Good  food  and  art  exhibits.  595 
Bay  (Atrium  on  Bay),  595-0881. 

13  Bistro  422.  Fine  food,  pleasant  atmosphere.  Mon-Sat. 
11:30am-1  am.  422  College  St.  963-9416 
~  Gate  New  Orleans.  Best  people-peeking  perch  on  one  of 
the  cruisiest  corners  m  town.  618  Yonge  St.  922-2439. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  daily  specials.  418 

Church  St  977-4702. 

!J  Chaps  Gate.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 .99  soup/sand- 
wich lunch  special  $5-$6  range.  9  Isabella  St,  921-3012. 
1 '  Church  Street  Gate.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the  heart  of 
the  ghetto.  Daily  to  12,  Sun;  10  am-5  pm,  485  Church  St. 
925-1155 

•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great  wines. 

Brunch;  $6.95.  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home-cooked 

meals.  Sunday  brunch  $3.95. 18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040. 

G  The  Fallout  Shelter  peace  coffeehouse.  A  unique  club 

which  gives  musicians  and  poets  a  venue  to  express  their 

ideas  and  feelings  on  peace,  nuclear  war  and  related  social 

issues.  370  Queen  St  E  362-0354. 

n  Fare  Exchange.  Intimate  neighbourhood  restaurant,  cafe 

upstairs  4  Irwin  Ave.  923-5924. 

r )  Fenton's.  Rub  elbows  with  the  establishment  (if  you  can 

afford  it)  Less  expensive  room  downstairs  2  Gloucester 

St  961-8485 

:  Golden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc;  inexpensive  place  for 
Sunday  brunch  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044. 
I  ;  The  Griffon  Arms.  Friendly,  quaint  neighbourhood 
eatery;  good  food,  reasonably  priced  Sunday  brunch  117 
Dundas St E  365-9825 

•  Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant  Live  music  Fri-Sun  nights; 

Sunday  brunch  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parliament)  861-1461 
La  Strega  Caft.  Open  till  4  am  ThursSal  118  Avenue 
Rd  921-6095. 

•  Lipstick.  Daytime  meals,  burgers,  late  night  snacks, 
and  loud  music  430  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends)  58C(  Par- 
liament St  922-6655 

The  New  Trojan  Horse  Gaft.  Relaxed  club  presents 
music,  drama  and  other  arts  that  promote  positive  social 
change  1 79  Danforth  Ave  461-8367 

•  PlmMett's.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub  Imported 

draught,  desserts.  249  Gerrard  St  E  929-9525 

'  I  Pfzza  Nova.  Italian-style  bistro  and  pleasant  gathering 


spot  in  the  middle  of  gay  downtown  —  562  Church,  at 
Wellesley.  Live  performances.  961-2204. 
D  Queen  Mother  Gate.  Comfortably  new-wave  crowd;  ima- 
ginative eats.  206  Queen  St  W.  598-4719. 
•  Raclette.  French  cuisine  and  great  by-the-glass  wine 
list.  361  Queen  SI  W.  593-0934. 
DRIvoll.  Exotic  snacks,  inventive  specials,  reasonable 
prices.  Check  the  back  of  the  menu  for  what's  going  on  in 
their  performance  space  in  the  back.  334  Queen  St  W. 
596-1908. 

G  Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night  dining. 
328  Queen  St  W.  596-6405. 

G  Tramps.  Excellent  food  at  affordable  prices  in  a  casual  at- 
mosphere. Not  open  Sundays.  649  Yonge  St.  927-8443. 


•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Casual  stand-up 
leather/denim  bar  and  disco.  After-hours  Fri  and  Sat  till 
4  am  ($2  cover  which  includes  one  free  drink).  No  cover 
Sundays. 

G  Boots  (at  the  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-1035,  Bar, 
cozy  booths  and  dance  floor.  Dynasty  night  Wed.  Boots' 
restaurant;  The  Galleria,  open  Mon-Sat  from  5  pm. 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St.  977-9955. 
Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar,  preppy  crowd. 

G  Bud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St.  921-3142. 
Raunchy  video,  dance  floor. 

G  Gameo  Glub.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licenced  private 
dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702.  Piano  sing- 
along  bar,  very  chatty 

GGhaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge).  921-3012.  Large  up- 
stairs disco,  downstairs  bar  with  sexy  slides. 
G  Chez  Moi.  30  Hayden  St  921-5566,  Downstairs  dining 
room  with  stand-up  bars,  upstairs  bar  with  dance  floor 
Open  Sundays. 

[  :  Gornelius.  579  Yonge  St  967-4666  Dance  floor,  dming 
area.  Qpen  4  pm;  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  weeknights 
I  1  The  Hitch'n'Post.  529  Yonge  St  925-9998  Bar/ 
restaurant.  Mon-Fri.  7:30pm-10pm,  Fri/Sat,  midnight  to  3 
am.  Sun  brunch;  noon  to  4  pm  and  dinner  5  pm-tO  pm 
(  IKatrlna's.  SStJosephSt  961-4740.  Stand-up  bar  with 
dance  floor,  younger  crowd  Fri  and  Sat  to  4  am  Sun 
T-dances  Cover  charge  weekends  Dining  lounge 

'  llOI.  101  Jarvisat  Richmond  368-8803  Great  dance 

floor  and  lots  of  videos  upstairs,  lounge  downstairs  Open 

Sunday 

;    Oz.  1  Isabella  St  961  0790  Great  stainless  steel  dance 

floor  Weekends  to  5  am 

I    Parkslde  Tivern.  530  Yonge  St  922-3844  Men's 

beverage  room,  side  entrance  Closed  Sun 

1  l|»rh(ale  Eyes.  457  Church  St  923-3469 

I  The  Quest.  665  Yonge  St  964-8641  Upstairs  Rusty  s 
Cabaret,  featuring  female  impersonators  (no  cover) 


pholo:  David  Rasmus 

Downstairs;  piano  bar.  featuring  Flo  at  the  keyboards. 
G  SI  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517  Large 
beverage  rooms. . 

G  The  Tool  Box.  18  Eastern  Ave.  869-9294.  Leather  club 
with  patio,  meals.  Club  night  Thurs. 


GAvalon.  530  Yonge  St,  upstairs.  Fri  ($5)  and  Sat  ($7) 

from  midnight.  Sun  ($5)  from  1 1  pm 

G Chaps.  See  Bars,  above. 

GThe  Diamond.  410  Sherbourne  St,  927-9010.  Young  and 

trendy. 

GOz.  See  Bars,  above. 

D  Twilight  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W.  977-3347.  New 

wave.  Fri-Sat,  $8;  Sun;  gay  night.  $6. 

GVoodoo  Glub.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrina's). 

960-9335.  New  wave.  Weekends.  $7. 

GThe  Y-Knot.  488  Yonge,  upstairs.  Thur  9  pm-1  am,  Fri- 

Sat9pm-4am,  Sun4pm-9pm.  $2  cover  ($1  after  11). 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  593-0499  Leather/ 
denim  6  pm-10  am;  24  hours  on  weekends. 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  24  hours. 

•  The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742  Bay  St 

598-2110  24  hours. 


ACCOMMODATION 

r  Cabbagetown  Lodging-House  and  Efficiencies.  300 

Wfellesley  St  E  (at  Parliament)  Call  Bill  or  Allen.  961-9320 
1 J  Catnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St  968-2323  Fif- 
teen rooms,  waterbeds.  TV  lounge,  pool  table  and  game 


GOING 
CROSS-COUNTRY 


As  of  June  1985.  The  Body  Politic  will 
begin  iisling  information  ab«>u(  events 

happening  in  other  cities  across 
Canada.  If  you  or  your  group  spon- 
sors events  of  interest  to  our  readers, 
or  if  you  can  volunteer  to  be  a  source 
of  information  on  goings-on  in  your 
city,  drop  us  a  line  al:  Kvents,  The 
Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A. 
Toronto.  ON  IV15W  1X9. 


DAIDS  Committee  of  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 
DChulzpah.  730  Balhurst  St,  M5S  2R4  489-4662  Group  lor 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians 

CCoalition  tor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO),  Box  822,  Sin  A. 
I\«5W  1G3  533-6824  Toronto  otiice  730  Bairiursi  Si.  M5S  2R4 
CCommlttee  to  Defend  John  Damien.  291  Onlario  St,  Apt  6, 
MSA  2V8  925-6729 

lj  Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  Interviews  with  gay 
people  John  Grube.  961-8947 

lT  Federation  ot  American  and  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT)  — 
Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9. 
,^Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF,  105  Central  Sq.  Yorit  University. 
4700KeeleSI.  Downsview.  0NM3J  1P3  667-2515 
;:]Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752.  StnF.  M4Y  2N6 
DGay  Association  of  Maritimers  in  Toronto  730  Balhurst  St 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  lor  Manlimers  moving  to  Toronto 
DGay  Community  Appeal  ol  Toronto  Box  2212  Stn  P.  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  lor  gay  and  lesbian  community  protects 
GGay  Community  Dance  Committee  (GCDC).  730  Balhurst  St 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  lund-raising  dances 
CGay  Courtwatch.  Room  337  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay) 
362-6928 

HGay  Fathers  ol  Toronto.  Box  187.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L5  364-4164. 
Mon-Fri.  7-10  pm 

GGay  Liberation  Against  the  Rigtil  Everywhere  (GLARE).  Box  793. 
SinO,  M4T  2N7 

ZGay  SIG.  Drawer  C622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1 X9  Group  ol  gay  members  ol  MENSA  m  Canada 
GGay  Sell-Delence Group.  215  DanlorlhAve.  N'  4  M4K  1N2 
466-6020  Organizes  courses  in  sell-detence  in  and  out  of  Toronlo. 
C  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  ol  T.  c/o  SAC  Ottice,  1 2  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle, University  of  Toronto.  IVI5S  1A1   Info;  Chris  (964-0701)  or 
Eldon  (927-88661 

GGEM  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62.  Brampton.  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Bramplon-Mississauga)  group  lor  gays  and  lesbians 
Gayline  West  453-4426 

;:]GLAO  (Gay/Lesbian  Action  lor  Disarmament).  Box  5794.  Sin  A, 
M5W  1P2  921-1938 

PGIad  Day  Defence  Fund.  648A  Yonge  St.  M4Y  2A6  961-4161 
r  International  Gay  Association  (Toronto),  c/o  Toronto  Gay 
Community  Council,  below 

nuesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC.  12  Hart  House 
Circle.  UolT,  M5S  1A1    533-0674  (Linda)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

Lesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  ol  Toronto.  Box  639.  Stn  A 
l^5W  1G2  961-7338 

r  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee,  Box  793,  Stn  Q. 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  annual  summer  celebration 
GLesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto,  c/o  519  Church  Si  Convnunity 
Centre.  M4Y2C9 

"Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group.  Into:  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

,   Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E.  M6H  4E1 
4656822 

Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Box  6597.  Sin  A  M5W  1X4  Into 
Michelle  al  789  454 1  or  Debbie  al  964-7477  Speakers  lor  myth- 
shatlering  seminars  and  workshops  about  lesbians 

Lesbians  Against  the  Right.  Box  6579.  Stn  A.  M5W  1X4 
I  esbian  leminisl  political  aclion  group 

Lesbians  ol  Colour.  Political/social  group  Into  c/o  Box  7289. 
Stn  A,  M5W  1X9 

Metamorphosis.  Box  5963.  Sin  A  M5W  1P4  Transsexual  coun- 
selling and  services 

New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus.  Box  792.  Sin  F. 
MJy  ?NI7  964  1049 

Osgoode  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus,  ^brk  UniveiSJty.  4700  Keele  St. 
Downsview  M3J  ?R5  532-2443  (Peter)  or  463  4721  (Shelley) 

Parents  and  Friends  ol  LesMms  and  Gays  Torontt  52  Roxaline  St 
Weslon  ON  M9T  2Y9  Into  Pauline  Mamnai  244  2105 

Pirants  ol  LasMant  and  Giys  coMary  Jones.  35  Wi«isO 
Brampton  ON  L6W  182  457  4570 

Queen  ol  Hearts  Organizing  group  lor  gay  FHipino  beauty  pageant 
Oario   759  3788  or  Atlreoo  461  2800 

Right  to  Privacy  CommlltM  (RTPC^  730  Balhurst  St  M5S  2M 
Defence  commiltee  lor  gay5  arrestee  under  bawtlytwuse  laws 
Cheques  or  charges  payable  lo  Harriel  Sarhs  m  trust  lor  RTPC  Into 
961  8046  or  362  2877  Also  runs  Courlwalch  (36?  6928) 

Ryerson  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  For  irweling  dales  can  973  (lAYS 

Spouses  ol  Gays  .'OeStClan  AvtlM  M4V  1R2  9?0bM6(Caryn 
Miller) 

continued  on  /w^e  2H 
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TORONTO  FROM 


MARCH  19 

TO 

TUESDAY 

APRIL  30 


APRIL 


TUES/MAR  19 


GNot-so  Amazons.  Embarking  soon  on  its 
second  season,  the  lesbian  Softball  league  will 
hold  a  general  information  meeting  at  7:30 
pm  at  the  519  Church  Street  Community  Cen- 
tre. Info:  967-7440  or  364-1914. 

WED/MAR  20 

-Women  Writers  Reading.  An  evening  of 
readings  from  works  published  and  forth- 
coming by  lesbian-feminist  writers  Gillian 
Hanscombeand  Suniti  Namjoshi,  presented 
by  the  Coalition  for  a  Women's  Centre  at  U 
of  T.  Seventh-floor  lounge.  Faculty  of 
Library  Science,  beside  the  Robarts  Library, 
140  St  George  St.  Wheelchair  accessible  via 
Sussex  Ave.  $2  donation  suggested.  Info: 
699-9759  (Ann). 

CGays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T  hosts  a  dis- 
cussion of  gay  men's  and  women's  experience 
at  U  of  T,  with  guest  Bob  Gallagher.  7:30  pm 
in  the  Morning  Room  at  the  International 
Students'  Centre.  Info:  964-0701  (Chris)  or 
927-8866  (Eldon). 

D Lutherans  Concerned.  Discussion  meeting: 
"Gay  Life  and  Spirituality."  8  pm.  Info  on 
location:  David  at  925-0926. 

THUR/MAR21 

DThe  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  holds  a 
fundraising  supper  at  Chaps,  the  restaurant/ 
dance  bar  on  Isabella  just  east  of  Yonge. 
Limited  seating;  phone  ACT  at  926-1626  for 
info. 

FRI/MAR  22 

n  Masculinity /Femininity:  What  Is  It?  A 

three-day  symposium  to  explore  and  discuss 
the  question  of  gender  differences,  sponsored 
by  the  Centre  for  Studies  in  Contemporary 
Issues.  For  information  about  registration, 
call  964-7919. 

nCornelius  holds  a  special  party  with  pro- 
ceeds going  to  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toron- 
to. 579  Yonge  Street,  upstairs.  Phone  ACT  at 
926-1626  for  info. 


SAT/MAR  23 


DToronto  Area  Gays  (TAG)  is  holding  their 
10th  Anniversary  Party  and  Dance  at  9  pm  at 
the  519  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 
Food!  Tickets  are  $5,  available  at  Glad  Day. 
DThe  Armstrong  Sisters  at  the  Trojan  Horse. 
See  Music. 

DPrivate  Collection.  An  exhibition  and  sale 
at  the  Printmakers  Gallery  to  benefit  the 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  today  and  tomor- 
row. See  Art. 


MON/MAR  25 

DThin  Line  and  Black  and  White  at  the 
Cameron.  See  Film. 

TUES/MAR  26 

n Fortune  and  Men's  Eyes  opens.  See 
preview,  page  27. 

DThe  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Commit- 
tee meet  to  discuss  plans  for  the  big  day.  8  pm 
at  the  5 1 9  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 

WED/MAR  27 

DGays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T  meet  to  elect 
the  new  GLAUT  executive.  Also,  Lee  Zaslof- 
sky,  former  assistant  to  Alderman  Jack  Lay- 
ton  and  current  assistant  to  MP  Dan  Heap, 
speaks  on  gays  in  the  NDP  and  the  NDP  in 
Canadian  politics.  7:30  pm  at  the  Interna- 
tional Students'  Centre,  33  St  George  St.  In- 
fo: 964-0701  (Chris)  or  927-8866  (Eldon). 

THUR/MAR28 

DGay  Fathers  of  Toronto  hold  their  theme 
meeting  at  8  pm  at  the  519  Church  Street 
Community  Centre.  Dr  Stephen  Wu,  a  prac- 
ticing psychiatrist,  will  discuss  "Depression: 
What  it  is  and  how  to  deal  with  it."  Info: 
364-4164,  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

SAT/MAR  30 

DEmma  Uncrates  the  Sun.  A  Women's 
Spring  Equinox  Dance  at  A  Space,  204  Spadi- 
na  Ave,  8  pm. 

n Community  Forum  on  AID.S/PLS.  A  full  ' 
afternoon  of  presentations  by  the  University 
of  Toronto  Epidemiology  Study  on  AIDS/PLS 
and  by  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto. 
There  will  be  a  free  dance  on  Saturday  night 
for  forum  participants,  and  ACT  will  host  an 
open  house  on  Sunday.  For  more  info,  call 
ACT  at  926-1626. 


FOR  THE  MOST 

UP-TO-DATE  INFO  ON 

WHAT'S  COING  ON  IN 

TORONTO,  PICK  UP  A 

COPY  OF  XTRA,  TBP'S 

FREE  TWICE-MONTHLY 

GUIDE,  WHEREVER  YOU 

GO  OUT 


BREAKING  SILENCE  •  APRIL  ie 

DThe  Right  to  Privacy  Committee  and  The 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee  team 
up  to  hold  a  rummage  sale  at  the  5 1 9  Church 
Street  Community  Centre,  starting  at  10  am. 
All  those  who  have  piles  of  rummage  lying 
around  in  their  basements  can  make  dona- 
tions after  6  pm  on  Friday,  March  29,  at  the 
519. 

D  Sexual  Compulsives  Anonymous.  Is  an  ad- 
diction to  impersonal  sex  destroying  you? 
Feel  helpless?  SCA  is  holding  a  discussion 
that  could  be  for  you.  Write  206  St  Clair  Ave 
W,  Toronto  M4V  IR2  for  time  and  place. 

SUN/MAR  31 

DChutzpah's  Monthly  Brunch.  I  pm  at  The 
Bagel,  285  College  St  at  Spadina.  Info: 
489-4662. 


MON/APR 1 


DCream  Soda  and  Minimum  Charge,  No 
Cover.  Two  films  by  Holly  Dale  and  Janis 
Cole,  at  the  Cameron.  See  Film. 

TUES/APR  2 

DThe  Gay  Community  Appeal  of  Toronto 

presents  a  forum  on  social  service  funding  at 
7:30  pm  in  Committee  Room  1 ,  City  Hall. 
The  forum  will  be  moderated  by  counsellor 
and  therapist  David  Kelley. 
DPink  Ttirf,  the  new  dyke  soccer  league, 
holds  a  registration  meeting  at  7:30  pm  at  the 
5 1 9  Church  Street  Community  Centre.  For 
more  info  on  the  group,  write  Drawer  F9, 

THE  CULL-BERG  BALLET 
AT  RYERSON  THEATRE 
APRIL  17  TO  20 


Box  7289,  Sin  A,  Toronto  M5W  1 X9,  or  pick 
up  a  registration  form  at  the  Toronto 
Women's  Bookstore. 

n  Womyn  Out  Of  Doors  (WOODS)  hold  their 
bi-monthly  planning  meeting  at  7:30  pm  at 
the  5 1 9  Church  Street  Community  Centre. 
New  and  prospective  members  are  welcome. 
D Chutzpah  holds  a  planning  meeting  at  Ar- 
nold's, 8  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

WED/APR  3 

DGays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T  present  a 
screening  of  the  film  Winter  Kept  Us  Warm 
(made  at  U  of  T  in  1965),  7:30  pm  at  the  In- 
ternational Students'  Centre,  33  St  George 
Street.  Info:  964-0701  (Chris)  or  927-8866 
(Eldon). 

DThe  First  Time  I  Saw  Johnny....  Opening 
of  Stella  Kyriakakis's  show  at  Gallery  940. 
See  Art. 

THUR/APR4 

DThe  Toolbox  holds  a  special  party  hosted 
by  the  Toronto  Motorcycle  Riders  Club,  8  pm 
to  closing,  with  proceeds  going  to  the  AIDS 
Committee  of  Toronto.  18  Eastern  Ave.  For 
info,  phone  ACT  at  926-1626. 

MON/APR  8 

D  Theatre  for  Strangers  and  The  Brick.  At 

the  Cameron.  See  Film. 


TUES/APR 9 


DThe  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Commit- 
tee meets  at  8  pm  at  the  519  Church  Street 
Community  Centre. 

n  Albertine  in  Five  Times.  The  new  play  by 
Michel  Tremblay  opens  for  a  regular  run  to- 
night. See  Stage. 

WED/APR  10 

DGays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T  hold  their 
final  meeting  of  the  term .  For  details  of  the 
evening's  events,  phone  Chris  (964-0701)  or 
Eldon  (927-8866). 

DCome  Back  to  the  Five  and  Dime,  Jimmy 
Dean...  opens  at  Harbourfront  tonight.  See 
Stage. 

D Desire  opens  for  its  regular  run.  See  Stage. 
D Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  in  a  mem- 
ber's home  at  8  pm.  Info:  David  at  925-0926. 

THURS/APR11 

D Lesbians  in  Academia.  A  discussion  spon- 
sored by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Soci- 
ety, including  results  of  a  research  survey  by 
Professor  Jerry  Wine  of  the  Ontario  Institute 
for  Studies  in  Education.  In  commemoration 
of  the  centenary  of  the  admission  of  women 
to  U  of  T.  8  pm,  in  the  Rhodes  Room,  Trinity 
College,  Hoskin  Avenue. 
DGay  Fathers  of  Toronto  hold  their  regular 
discussion  meeting  at  8  pm,  at  the  5 19  Church 
Street  Community  Centre.  Info:  364-4164, 
Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 
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EYES  FOR 


In  this,  the  International  Year  of  Youth,  a 
spirited  new  company  called  Eclectic  The- 
atre Productions  has  been  formed  by 
Jordan  Merkur,  a  fourth  year  York  Uni- 
versity drama  student,  which  aims  to  pro- 
duce quality  plays  that  explore  the  con- 
cerns of  youth.  Run  entirely  by  students, 
many  of  them  volunteers,  ETP  hopes  to 
encourage  and  provide  valuable  experi- 
ence for  young  actors,  directors,  produ- 
cers and  managers. 

As  its  first  production,  ETP  has  chosen 
Canadian  playwright  John  Herbert 's  con- 
troversial 1967  work.  Fortune  and  Men 's 
Eyes,  which  deals  with  the  common  prob- 
lems of  adolescence  (sexual  identity,  loss 
of  innocence)  within  the  explosive  con- 
fines of  a  reformatory. 

The  play's  blatant  homosexual  bent 
shocked  New  York  audiences  in  1967  and 
Fortune  was  boycotted  in  Canada  for 
seven  years.  Director  Jordan  Merkur  feels 
that  times  have  changed  sufficiently  that 
the  emphasis  can  be  shifted  to  the  roman- 
tic and  emotional  aspects  of  the  homosex- 
ual relationships  portrayed  in  the  play. 

This  important  production  will  be  at 
Tarragon 's  Extra  Space,  March  26  until 
March  31.  30  Bridgman  A  ve.  531-1827. 
Phillip  Solanki 


SAT/APR  13 


DChutzpah,  Toronto's  gay  Jewish  group, 
hold  their  8th  Day  of  Passover  Potluci«  Din- 
ner at  Ken's,  7:30  pm.  Info:  489-4662. 

M0N/APR15 

D Older  Lesbians  and  Gays.  If  you  are  in- 
terested in  being  part  of  a  new  social  /  political 
group  for  older  lesbians  and  gay  men,  please 
attend  a  discussion  evening  at  the  519  Church 
Street  Community  Centre,  beginning  at  7: 1 5 
pm.  Info:  Chris,  at  860-1544. 

WED/APR  17 

I  IThe  Cullberg  Ballet.  Opening  tonight  at 
Ryerson  Theatre.  See  Stage. 

JHURS/APR18 

DGays  and  Lesbians  in  Health  Care  hold  a 
discussion  at  8  pm.  For  information  on  loca- 
tion, call  920-GLHC. 
HI  Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence.  On  the 

Phil  Donahue  Show.  See  TV. 

FRI/APR  19 

n  "The  Charier  of  Rights  and  Freedoms:  Im- 
plications for  Human  Services."  A  working 
conference  sponsored  by  the  Social  Planning 
Council  of  Metropolitan  Toronto,  in  associa- 
tion with  the  Canadian  Council  on  Social  De- 
velopment. At  the  Park  Plaza  Hotel.  For  in- 
formation on  registration,  contact  the  Social 
Planning  Council  at  961-9831. 

SAT/APR  20 

(iriling  l(  Together.  A  skills-development 
weekend  lor  both  new  and  veteran  activists, 


hosted  by  the  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in  On- 
tario. The  how-to  of  organizing,  recruiting, 
fundraising,  networking,  etc,  will  be  exam- 
ined in  workshops,  panels  and  audio-visual 
material.  Registration  fee  includes  lunch  on 
both  days.  Info:  533-6824. 
nCay  Fathers  of  Toronto  Children's  Pro- 
gramme. For  detailK.call  364-4164,  Mon-Fri, 
7-10  pm. 

SUN/APR  21 

D  Lutherans  Concerned.  Meet  to  attend  mor- 
ning service  at  a  local  church,  with  brunch 
afterwards.  Info:  David,  925-0926. 

MON/APR  22 

DK  D  Lang  begins  a  six-day  run  at  Albert's 
Hall.  See  Music. 

DLes  Ballets  Trockadero.  Opening  tonight  at 
the  Ryerson  Theatre.  See  Stage. 

WED/APR  24 

D Lutherans  Concerned.  Meeting  at  8  pm  in  a 
member's  home.  Info:  David,  925-0926. 

FRI/APR  26 

IJGay  Fathers  Potluck  Supper.  Info: 
364-4164,  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 


SUN/APR  28 


nc^hutj.pah  hold  ihcir  monthly  brunch  at  the 
Punjabi  Village,  699  Bloor  Street  West.  Info: 
489-4662. 


TUES/APR  30 


I  ''Lesbian  and  (fa>  Pride  Da)  C'ommillce 

meets  at  Hpmai  the  519  Church  Street  Com- 
munity Centre. 
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MONDAYS 


□  The  Women's  Group.  Support  group  for 
lesbians,  8  pm.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Info:  Raechel,  936-0527. 

□  Overealers  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


'    integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 

Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 

593-6217. 

D Lesbian  and  Gay  Youth  Toronto.  7:30  pm, 

519  Church  St  Community  Centre. 


WEDNESDAYS 


P  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  U  of  T.  8  pra.  Inter- 
national Student  Centre,  33  St  George  St. 
Check  923-GAYS  for  weekly  topic.  All 
welcome. 

□  Gay  Alliance  at  York.  Check  Excalibur  for 
time  and  place. 

□  Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


□  Zami.  New  group  for  black  and  West  Indi- 
an lesbians  and  gay  men.  519  Church  St  Com- 
munity Centre,  8  pm. 

□  TAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


WEEKENDS 


SUNDAYS 

□  Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  l.ourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor), 

5  pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of 
Toronto.  Worship  at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm; 
singspiration  15  minutes  before  each  service. 
Wheelchair-accessible;  all  services  signed  for 
the  deaf.  730  Bathurst.  536-2848. 

□  Christos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
968-7423,  days  and  evenings. 

□  After  You're  Out.  A  supportive,  sharing 
group  that  discusses  a  variety  of  gay-related 
topics.  Meets  in  a  private  home.  Info: 
964-6600. 

□  Lesbians  of  Colour.  7:30  pm.  Info:  c/o 
Box7289,  StnA,  M5W  1X9. 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCC). 


PHONELINES 


□  Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

□  Gaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-11  pm. 

□  Lesbian  Phoneline 960-3249 

Tues  and  Thurs,  7:30-10:30  pm. 

□  GayCommunilyCalendar 923-GAYS 

GayCourlwalch 362-6928 

^GayFalhersof Toronto  364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

□  Spouses  of  Gays  %7-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

Toronto  Area  Gays  (TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm.  Counselling,  info. 

[  IWomen'slnformalionLine 926-8700 

Wed,  Thurs,  7-10  pm,  or  24-hr  taped  mcs.sage. 

□  Bisexualslnlernalional.  . .   (215)425-3894 
(Philadelphia). 

□  CIRPA  960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities  24-hour  confidential  hotline. 
Trouble  with  ihc  police?  Call  us  firsll 
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METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

OF  TORONTO 

730  Bathurst  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5S  2R4 

(416)  536-2848 

Rev  Brent  Hawkes,  B  Sc.  B  Ed.  Vashn 

An  Ecumenical  Chnstian  Church  lor  all  petiple  with  a  special  ministn,  to 

the  Gav  Cnmmunitv 


What  We  Believe 
FAITH 

Now  faith  IS  the  assurance  of  things  hoped  for,  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen 
whoever  would  draw  near  to  God  must  believe  that  God  exists.  . 

HOPE 

..a  spint  of  wisdom  and  of  revelation  ui  the  knowledge  of  God.  having  the  eyes  of  your 
hearts  enlightened,  that  you  may  know  what  is  the  hope  to  which 

God  has  called  vou...         EPHESIANS  1;  17-18  


For 
HEBREWS  11;  1.0 


LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and  kind... rejoices  in  the  right... bears  all 

things,  believes  all  things,  hopes  all  things,  endures  all 

things... never  ends.         1  CORINTHIANS  13:4.  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide,  these  three;  but  the  greatest 
of  these  is  love.         1  CORINTHIANS  13;13 

Worship  Services 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 
With  Singspiration  15  minutes  before  services 

"Wheelchair  accessibility 
.•\ll  scr\ici's 
hIII  be  signed  for  (he  deaf. 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 
Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

C'hdir 

Sunday  at  .'^:.V)pm. 
'Church  memtiership  is  not  required  (or  participation  in  these  groups. 


Buddies  in  Bad  Times  Theatre 


(Radi-gay) 


the  extraordinary  romance 

between  Jean  Cocteau  and 

Raymond  Radiguet 

by  Sky  Gilbert 

with  Jennifer  Phipps 

Alan  Rosenttial" 

Eddie  Roy 

previews  March  13, 14 

runs  March  15-31, 1985 

Wed.-Sun.,8;30p.m. 

The  Theatre  Centre  at  the 

Poor  Alex,  296  Brunswick  Ave. 

927-8998 

special  thanks  to  the  gay  community  appeal 


drtffim 


irma 

—  pining  ^dounge 

''Good  food...  Friendly  atmosphere** 

For  That  Quiet  Difference 

117  Dundas  St.  E.  (Near  Church  St.),Toronto 
365-9825 


9  Isabella  St.,  Toronto, Canada  (416)921-3012 
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IN 
COMPANY 

"She  just  wants  everyone  to  be  friends. . . . 
That's  not  crazy  —  just  unrealistic," 
observes  Robert  about  Margo,  an 
idealistic  young  painter  who  acts  as  a 
catalyst  for  an  unlikely  friendship  be- 
tween a  clonish  gay  man  (Robert)  and  a 
homophobic  straight  man  in  the  revival 
of  Stephen  Ralston's  1980  comedy-drama 
Mixed  Company. 

Mixed  Company  is  about  people  learn- 
ing to  accept  one  another  and  to  respect 
their  differences.  Teddy,  a  straight  man, 
learns  to  accept  a  gay  man  as  a  friend, 
and  Mjugo,  a  straight  womjm,  learns  to 
accept  men  as  they  really  are  instead  of 
placing  them  on  a  pedestal.  Mixed  Com- 
pany is  also  about  the  blossoming  of  and 
the  need  for  relationships.  Only  by  learn- 
ing to  respect  ourselves  and  each  other 
can  we  begin  to  form  the  lasting  bonds 
that  so  enrich  our  lives.  Even  though  it 
may  be  more  difficult  for  gays  to  form 
long-term  relationships,  this  play  at- 
tempts to  show  that  it  is  a  worthwhile 
endeavour. 

People  at  opposite  ends  of  the  spec- 
trum learning  to  get  along  with  each  other 
is  a  common  theme  in  Ralston's  work.  In 
Homeland,  for  instance,  Ralston  com- 
pares the  blatant  racism  of  a  country  like 
South  Africa  to  the  more  subtle  kind 
found  in  Canada. 

Ralston,  a  native  of  South  Africa,  sees 
very  few  similarities  between  racism  and 
homophobia.  He  feels  that  racism  is 
caused  mainly  by  economics,  whereas 
homophobia  is  due  to  a  lack  of  under- 
standing. Through  his  plays,  Ralston  at- 
tempts to  show  that  the  only  way  we  can 
overcome  our  prejudices  is  by  getting  to 
know  each  other.  "In  many  ways  South 
Africans  know  each  other  better,  gay  or 
straight,  black  or  white,  because  they 
interact  with  each  other  more  than  Cana- 


Stephen  Ralston:  art  should  be  positive 

dians  do,"  says  Ralston  refiecting  on  the 
tendency  for  all  our  many  diverse  groups 
to  coagulate  with  "their  own  kind." 
"Gays  here  are  the  most  bigoted  people 
of  all,"  he  complains.  He  feels  that  many 
gays  are  merely  "forced  liberals,"  having 
to  adopt  this  stance  "because  they  were 
born  different." 

Although  he  is  politically  inspired,  Ral- 
ston's primary  aim  is  to  entertain  his  aud- 
ience; he  endeavours  to  keep  his  political 
messages  in  the  background.  RaLston  is 
unsure  if  cynical  Toronto  audiences  will 
accept  the  optimistic  tone  inherent  in  all 
his  work.  "Life  imitates  art,"  he  beams, 
"and  it's  easier  to  control  art,  therefore  it 
should  be  positive." 

Mixed  Company  is  at  the  Adelaide 
Court  Theatre,  April  18-May  5.  57  Adel- 
aide St  E,  363-6401. 

Phillip  Solanki  I  I 


APPEALING  CONFESSIONS:  Mass  Appeal,  the  film  based  on  the  Broad- 
way play,  deals  with  the  struggles  between  an  older,  well-respected  priest,  Father  Farley  (Jack 
Lemmon)  and  a  young,  outspoken  seminarian,  Mark  Dolson  (Zeljko  Ivanek).  When  Father 
Farley  stands  up  for  Mark's  right  to  advance  to  Deacon  standing,  he's  saddled  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  helping  him  to  conform  to  the  strict  ways  of  the  church.  Just  as  Father  Farley  becomes 
aware  of  Mark's  ability  to  become  a  great  priest,  Mark  confesses  his  past  sexual  involvement  with 
men  to  the  Monsignor  in  defence  of  two  friends  who  are  forced  to  leave  the  seminary  after  they 
are  accused  of  being  in  love. 

Although  Ivanek  sometimes  comes  off  as  more  obsessive  than  ambitious,  he's  convincing  as 
the  young  deacon;  and  Jack  Lemmon  is  also  very  good  as  the  priest  who  risks  a  comfortable 
career  on  something  he's  only  starting  to  understand. 

While  Mass  Appeal  may  not  shake  thefoundations  of  the  church,  it 's  worth  seeing.     SStG/S  wn 


I'lo:  David  Rasmus 


MAGNIFICENT 


Radiguet,  Sky  Gilbert's  new  tneatre 
piece,  traces  the  hectic  relationship  be- 
tween Jean  Cocteau,  legendary  artist  and 
connoisseur  of  male  beauty,  and  Radi- 
guet —  his  ravishing  but  moody  lover. 

Partially  underwritten  by  a  grant  from 
the  Gay  Appeal,  this  show  features  a 
powerful  cast,  including  Eddie  Roy  as 
Radiguet  and  popular  Jennifer  ("Si,ster 
Mary  Ignatius")  Phipps  as  Madame  Coc- 
teau. With  sets  and  costumes  created  by 
the  eccentric,  always  exciting  Mary  Kerr 
(winner  of  a  1984  Dora  Award),  and 
lighting  designed  by  talented  veteran  Pat 
sy  l.ang,  Radiguet  should  prove  a  feast 
for  the  eye. 


This  provocative  new  work  by  the  pro- 
lific playwright  of  The  Dressing  Gown 
seems  somewhat  closer  to  earlier  explora- 
tions of  the  joys  and  irresistible  pain  of 
the  Gay  Artist's  fascination  with  gor- 
geous, idealized  young  men.  In  Radiguet 
there  is  only  one  gorgeous  male  to  obsess 
the  artist  —  but  in  this  case,  one  seems 
enough,  providing  Cocteau  with  a  canvas 
on  which  to  play  out  his  obsession  (and 
serving  other  roles,  too,  as  witness  the 
photo  on  page  23  —  fruit  salad, 
anyone?). 

Radiguet  previews  March  13  and  14, 
and  opens  March  15.  running  \\cdncsday 
to  Sunday  until  March  31.  Tickets:  S8.25 
to  $10.25.  At  the  Theatre  Centre.  Poor 
Alex  Theatre,  2%  Brunswick  .\\c. 
927-8998.  P<.Bakcrr 
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continued  from  page  23 

Z  Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  St.  4tti  floor 
MSB  1M2  Umbrella  organization  ol  lesbian  and  gay  groups  Forum 
for  snanng  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 
1  Tofonto  Rainbow  Alliance  ol  the  Deal.  Box  671 ,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2N6 
Z  Zami.  Support/ political/ social  group  lor  black  and  Wfest  Indian  les- 
bians and  gay  men.  meeting  every  Thurs.  8pm.at519Ct>urchSl 
Into  c/o  Box  7289.  Sin  A.  M5W  1X9 

HEALTH  & 
SOCIAL  SERVICES 

ZAIDS  Comiratteeol  Tofonto.  Box  55  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4  926-1626 
(Mon-Fri.  9  am-5  pm)  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome, 
especially  AlOS-atfected  convnunities.  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS 
Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/ gay  fellowships  964-3962 
Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  519  Churcti  St  Community  Centre.  M4Y  2C9. 
Phoneiine  243-5494.  7-10  pm.  seven  days  a  week  Free  face-to-face 
counselling  service.  Thursdays  7-10  pm 
Z6ay  Chiistian  Counselling  Service.  Professional  counselling,  indiv- 
idual and  couple,  lor  gay  men .  lesbians  and  families  ol  gays  Metro- 
oolnan  Community  Church  ol  Toronio  For  appl.  536-2848 
Gay  Fathers  ol  Toronto.  Phoneiine  364-4164.  7-10  pm.  Mon-Fri 
Gay  Men's  Discussion  Groups.  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Cen- 
tre 978-3977 

Z  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Men.  556  Church  Si.  2nd  tfoor.  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  VD  info,  testing  and  treatment  Hours  Mon.  Wed,  4-9 
pm  lues.  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm.  Fri.  4-7  pm.  Sat,  10am-2pm.  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Romans 
r  Lesbian  Phoneiine,  Box  70,  Sin  F.  M4Y  2L4  960-3249  Tues 
7  30- 1 0  30  pm  Recorded  message  other  limes  Speakers  available 
Z  Se»  Ell  Centre,  c/o  U  of  T  Office  of  Admissions.  315  Bloor  St  W, 
Room  107  M5S  1A3  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sis,  behind  Admissions 
Bidg  978-3977  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  T  campus.  Gay  counsellors 
available  Tuesdays  on  request 
_  Sexual  Compulsives  Anonymous,  Is  an  addiction  to  impersonal  sex 


destroying  you'  Feel  hopeless'  Write  SCA.  206  SI  Clair  Ave  W. 

H«4\/1R2  Confidentiality  assured 

ZTorontoAreaGays,  80x6705  Sin  A,  M5W  1X5  964-6600  Free 

peer  counselling  and  info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Mon-Fri 

7  pm-IOpm 

ZToronto  Counselling  Centre  lor  Lesbians  and  Gays,  105  Carlton  Si, 

4lh  floor,  M5B  1M2  977-2153  Tues,  Wed,  Thurs,  6.30-9:30  pm. 

Professional  counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Call  tor  appf  or 

drop  in 

ZTri-Aid  Charitable  Foundahon.  8  Irwin  Ave.  M4Y  1K9  Gay  youth. 

streetwork,  parkwalcti,  public  education,  agency  consultations. 


J  Association  ol  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St, 
M4Y  1M8  Social  work  students  also  welcome 
GGays  and  Lesbians  in  Health  Care.  Box  6973.  Sin  A.  MSW  1 X7 
920-GLHC  Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  heallh- 
care  delivery  and  research 

nToronio  Lambda  Business  Council,  Box  513.  Adelaide  St  Stn, 
M5C  2J6  Non-profit  guild  with  more  than  70  members,  publishes 
directory  twice  a  year 


RELIGIOUS 


GAHIrmation.  a  support  group  lor  gay  and  lesbian  Mormons  and 
their  Iriends  For  information,  write  Drawer  E622,  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  MSW  1X9 

ZAWARE.  a  support  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  from  Chris- 
tian Reformed  Churches,  and  Iheir  friends  Write  c/o  MCC,  730 
Bathurst  St,  Box  K,  Toronio,  MSB  2R4  925-0690 
nCanadian  Unitarian  Universalisis  tor  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concerns 
(CUULGCj,  A  support  group  lor  gay  men  and  lesbians  within 
Unilarian  Universalist  churches  c/o  Canadian  Unitarian  Council, 
175  SI  Clair  Ave  W,  M4V  1P7 

nChrislosMelropolllanComoHKity  Church.  Box  1193,  StnF, 
M4Y2T8  968-7423  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronio, 


OChutzpah,  See  Social/political  action  listings 

G Dignity/Toronto,  Box  249,  Sin  E,  M6H  4E2.  960-3997  Group  for 

gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  Iriends 

ZIntegrity/ToronIo,  Box  873,  Sin  F,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 

lor  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  Iriends  S93-621 7  Chaplains 

available  lor  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number 

DLulherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch,  980  Broadview 

Ave,  Apt  2309,  M4K  3Y1   925-0926  (David)  Support  and  lellow- 

ship  lor  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  their  Iriends  Meets  1  st 

and  3rd  Wed  ol  month 

1   Metropolilan  Community  Church  of  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St, 

MSB  2R4  536-2848  An  ecumenical  Christian  church  lor  all 

people  with  a  special  ministry  to  gay  community 

ZSevenlh-Day  Advenlisis  Kinship  Canada.  Box  408.  Sin  C. 

M6J  3P5.  533-5896 

[iSpirit.  730  Bathurst  St,  MSS  2R4  482-1817  Support  group  lor 

gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  Iriends 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

GThe  Sisters  ol  Perpetual  Indulgence,  Drawer  OPI,  c/oBox  7289. 

Stn  A,  MSW  1X9 


[  1  Cabbagetown  Group  Sottball  League.  Box  1 1 1 3 .  Stn  F, 

M4Y2T8 

GJudy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League,  Inio  bulletin  boards  in 

bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA  (below)  Sepl-May  season  (Mon  and  Thurs 

evenings);  also  summer  league 

GMGM  Bowling  League,  Second  season.  Sundays,  7  pmat 

Bathurst  Bowlerama  (Bathurst  and  Glencairn).  Into:  Garth 

(961-1645)orWayne(96l-1718). 

GNot-so  Amazon  Sottball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league 

Info  967-7440  or  466-9341. 

GOut  and  Oul  Club.  Box  331 ,  Sin  F,  M4Y  2L7  927-0970.  Outdoor 

activities  lor  gay  people 

GPinkTurl  Soccer  League,  c/o  Drawer  F9,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 

MSW  1X9 


579  Yonge,  Toronto  (416)  967-4666 


GPool  Bar  League,  Into  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA, 

GRiverdale  Curling  League,  Write  c/o  TSA 

GAverdale  Volleyball  League,  Sept-April  season  Into  at  Buddy's. 

or  write  c/o  TSA 

G  Rotators  Curling  League,  Write  c/o  TSA 

GSalukis,  All-lesbian  Softball  team.  Box  6597.  Stn  A,  MSW  1X4. 

964-7477 

DToronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Sepl-May  season;  Tues. 

Wed.  Fri  and  Sal  evenings,  and  Sun  allernoon.  Also  summer 

league  Inio  423-5955,  or  write  100-2  Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2 

□  Toronio  Sports  Alliance  (TSA),  Box  1113,  StnF,  M4Y  2T8 
□Womyn  Oul  Doors  (WOODS),  Women-identilied  women  sharing 
outdoor  skills  and  experiences  Outings,  workshops  and  trips  Box 
462,  Sin  P.  MSS  2S9 

PUBLICATIONS  & 
INFORMATION 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730 
Bathurst  St,  MSS  2R4  924-4523. 

□  Bisexual:  Inlernalional  (Philadelphia).  (215)  425-3894 

□  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  MSW  1X9  364-6320. 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly, 

□  Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  639,  SinA,  MSW  1G2  364-2759, 

□  Gay  Community  Calendar,  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297)  Box  8, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2H8.  24  hour  recorded  message  ol  weekly 
events  To  get  into  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-1 0  pm  Mondays, 

□  Gayline  West,  4S3-GGC0  Community  inio  lor  Mississauga  and 
parts  west  of  Metro 

□  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  598A  Yonge  SI,  2nd  door,  MSY  2A6, 
961-4161    Mon  10-8,  Tue-Wed  10-6;  Thurs-Fri  10-9,  Sal  10-6, 
Sun  12-6 

□  Grapevine.  Box  38.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1 ,  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense 
Fund  newsletter.  2-3  issues/year, 

□  Metamorphosis.  Box  5963.  StnA.  MSW  1P4  Newsletter  lor 
transsexuals 

□  Rites.  Magazine  for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation  Box6S.  StnF. 
M4Y  2L4. 


I 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  ol  women's  services  in  Toronio  ol  par- 
ticular interest  to  lesbians. 

□  Branching  Oul.  Lesbian  culture  resource  centre.  Box  141, 
2  Bloor  St  W.Ste  100-99.  M4W3E2, 

GBroadside,  Box 494,  Stn  P.  MSS  2Tt,  S98-3513.  Monthly  lem- 
inist  newspaper.  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians. 
GCanadian  Women's  Movement  Archives,  Box  928,  StnO. 
M4T  2P1    597-8865 

GConslance  Hamillon  Housing  Co-op,  For  women  only  523  Melita 
Cres,  M6G  3X9,  532-8860, 

GFireweed,  Box  279,  Stn  B,  MST  2W2  977-8681   Feminist  quar- 
terly ol  politics  and  the  arts 

□  Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  Women.  556  Church  St,  second  floor. 
M4Y  2E3  922-0566,  Free  medical  Clinic  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological inio  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals.  Hours:  Mon.  Wed,  Fri.  10  am-3  pm;  Tues.  Thur.  4  pm- 
8  pm.  Call  ahead 

□  Inlerhational  Women's  Day  Committee,  Box  70,  Stn  F,  M4y  2L4 
789-4541   Independent  socialist-teminist  organization 
□Jessie's  Centre  lor  Teenage  Women.  154  Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3 
365-1888  Multi-service  agency.  Lesbian-positive. 

□  Macphail  House,  389  Church  St,  MSB  2A1.  977-1037.  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  (or  women  16-25,  Shared  co-op  apartments 

□  Nellie's  Hostel  lor  Women.  27SA  Broadview  Ave,  M4M  2G8 
461-1084  Temporary  hostel  lor  women  16  and  over,  including 
mothers  with  children. 

□  DIhorwIse,  New  U  ol  T  feminist  newspaper  531-5460 

□  Power  and  Trust,  S/M,  Call  it  what  you  want  Toronto  lesbian 
S/M  support  group  now  in  lormalion  (and  we  don't  have  a  name 
yet!)  For  further  info,  send  SASE  to  Drawer  E774.  Box  7289,  Stn 
A,  MSW  1X9, 

□  Sislerlng.  Drop-in  centre  for  transient  women.  Counselling  and 
relerrals  lor  housing,  doctors,  social  agencies,  etc  Free  collee  and 
lunch  in  a  non-threatening,  supportive  atmosphere  Mon-Fri,  8 
am-4  pm,  Scadding  Court  Community  Centre,  707  Dundas  W  (at 
Bathurst)  366-0001, 

□  Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre,  SURPI.  380  Vic- 
toria Si,  MSB  1W7  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements,  Sundays 
at  noon  CKLN-FM  88,1   To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838 

□  Stop  86.  86  Madison  Ave,  M5R  2S4  922-3271,  Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  lor  women  under  25, 

□Times  Change  Women's  Employmenl  Cenlre.  22  Davisville  Ave. 
M4S  1E8  487-2807  9-5  Mon-Thurs.  9-2:30  Fri,  Employment 
counselling,  job  search  and  career  planning  workshops, 

□  Toronio  Addicted  Women's  Sell-Help  Network,  Suite  202,  Box 
2213.  Stn  P.  MSS  2T2  Phoneiine:  961-7319  Self-help  group  for 
women  addicted  to  alcohol  and  other  drugs  Weekly  meetings 

□  Toronio  Dllierently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee. 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

□  Toronio  Rape  Crisis  Cenlre,  Box  6597,  StnA,  MSW  1X4  Crisis 
line  964-8080  Business  line:  964-7477.  Inio.  self-delence 
courses 

□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore.  73  Harbord  St.  MSS  1G4 
922-8744 

□  Toronio  Women's  Housing  Co-op.  Coming  soon  Inio  921-4755 

□  Toronio  Women's  Social  Network.  Non-prolit  group  devoted  to 
organizing  activities  lor  gay  women  in  and  around  Toronio  Call 
923-GAYS  for  event  listings 

□  The  Web,  821-1416  Free  monthly  newsletter  ol  women's 
events  Available  at  SCM  Bookstore,  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  Cameo.  Together.  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC 
□Women  In  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change,  22  Davisville  St, 
M4S  1E8  S34-1161 

□Women's  Counselling,  Relerral  and  Education  Cenlre,  348  Col 
lege  St,  MST  1S4  Phoneiine  open  Mon-Fri  1-4  pm:  924-0766 
Education  about  and  relerral  to  sell-help  groups  and  other  com- 
munity resources 

□Women's  Independent  Thoughtz  (WITZ).  Group  lor  exchange  of 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours.  768-9496  or  536-31 62. 
□Women's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Queen  St  E,  M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh, 466-8840 

□  Women's  Resource  Cenlre.  OISE,  252  Bloor  St  W,  MSS  1V6 
923-6641 ,  Exl  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 

I  IWomensports,  Women's  sports  store  S61  Ml  Pleasant  Rd  (sot 
Eglinton)  481-2531 

nWomynly  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  Si  W.  MSS  1X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical 
perlormances  to  the  city 
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A  brief  request  in  the 

classified  ad  pages  sets  off 

a  major  debate  on  questions 

of  race,  sexuality,  the  role 

of  this  magazine  in  our 

community  and  the  veiY 

nature  of  gay  liberation. 

Here,  some  of  the  many 

thousands  of  words 

generated  by  a  mere 

thirty-one. 


Bod^^V>Ulic 


WORDS 


The  February  1985  issue  of  The  Body  Poli- 
tic curned  more  than  200  classified  adver- 
tisements. They  had  arrived  over  the  pre- 
vious weeks  and  had  been  processed  by 
one  volunteer  and  one  part-time  staff  per- 
son. Among  the  ads  for  homes,  travel,  business 
opportunities  and  political  groups,  a  fun  femme 
white  woman  seeicing  same  and  a  young  GWM 
who  likes  to  be  treated  like  a  baby,  there  came 
this: 


BLACK  MALE  WANTED 

HANDSOME,  SUCCESSFUL,  GWM  would  like 
young,  well  built  BM  for  houseboy.  Ideal  for  student 
or  young  businessman.  Some  travelling  and  affection 
required.  Reply  with  letter,  photo,  phone  to  ^H 


The  person  who  opened  the  envelope  separat- 
ed it  out  from  the  rest  and,  seeking  guidance, 
showed  the  ad  to  several  collective  members. 
Some  said  it  should  be  accepted  for  publication. 
Others  disliked  it  but  felt  it  might  be  pubhshed.  A 
gay  man  of  colour  who  has  been  a  volunteer  at 
TBP  for  two  years,  most  recently  in  the  classified 
ad  department,  said  it  should  not  be  allowed  to 
run. 

Thus,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  producing  a 
monthly  magazine  that  must  rub  up  constantly 
against  the  ambiguities  of  the  real  world,  a  major 
debate  on  race  and  sexuality  began. 

While  everyone  who  saw  the  ad  realized  that 
some  objections  to  it  were  likely,  our  existing  pol- 
icy couldn't  tell  us  what  to  do.  That  policy,  which 
appears  on  the  classified  order  form  in  every  is- 
sue, disallows  ads  which  violate  the  Criminal 
Code,  and  which  specifically  exclude  particular 
groups  of  people.  We  have  tried  as  well  to  educate 
readers  to  avoid  inadvertent  exclusions,  like 
"GWM  (gay  white  male)  seeks  same,"  asking 
advertisers  to  consider  if  this  is  what  they  really 
mean  to  say.  But  only  such  things  as  "no  blacks' ' 
or  "no  fats  or  ferns"  have  been  prohibited. 

Because  the  contentious  ad  wasn't  clearly  dis- 
allowed under  existing  policy,  and  because  the 
full  collective  was  not  due  to  meet  until  after  the 
February  issue  went  to  press,  the  ad  was  run  as  it 
stood.  From  then  on,  the  protest  grew.  The  vol- 
unteer most  angry  about  the  ad  informally  con- 
tacted Zami,  a  Toronto  group  of  West  Indian  les- 
bians and  gay  men>  and  he  asked  that  the  ad,  his 
reactions  and  theirs  be  discussed  at  the  January 


21  collective  meeting  three  days  after  the  Febru- 
ary issue  hit  the  stands.  It  was  clear  from  the  first 
moments  of  the  discussion  that  the  collective  was 
seriously  divided;  the  debate  was  intense,  and  no 
clear  consensus  seemed  possible.  Agreement  was 
reached  to  arrange  a  special  meeting  on  February 
5  with  members  of  Zami,  Lesbians  of  Colour  and 
Gay  Asians  of  Toronto  to  discuss  the  issue  direct- 
ly before  the  next  issue  (in  which  the  ad  was  also 
slated  to  appear)  went  to  press. 

In  the  intervening  days,  memos  began  appear- 
ing in  collective  members'  message  boxes.  One  of 
these  reported  on  an  informal  contact  with  a 
member  of  Black  and  White  Men  Together  in 
Atlanta,  who  had  taken  the  ad  to  a  meeting  of  his 
group.  There,  too,  there  was  no  consensus,  even 
among  black  members,  though  all  agreed  the  dis- 
cussion should  get  into  print  in  TBP.  The  other 
memos  were  sometimes  highly  theoretical  and  all 
far  exceeded  the  one-page  norm  for  such  internal 
communications.  Before  long,  the  few  words  of 
that  one  classified  ad  had  become  the  vehicle  for  a 
major  internal  debate,  filling  more  than  thirty 
pages  of  densely  packed  type,  on  racism,  the  role 
of  this  magazine  and  the  even  the  nature  of  gay 
liberation  itself. 

The  February  5  meeting  did  not  go  well.  Not 
everyone  on  the  collective  was  able  to  attend,  and 
those  who  had  favoured  running  the  ad  did  not 
change  their  minds.  The  guests  from  Zami,  Gay 
Asians  and  Lesbians  of  Colour  around  the  table 
did  not  like  what  they  heard,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
meeting  were  cleariy  frustrated  and  annoyed.  Ten 
days  later,  a  public  screening  at  the  519  Church 
Street  Community  Centre  of  Richard  Fung's  vid- 
eo on  gay  Asians,  Orientations,  ended  with  a 
heated  discussion  of  The  Body  Politic 's  publica- 
tion of  the  ad.  The  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
people  there,  white  and  non-white,  felt  that  TBP 
had  erred  grievously. 

Memos  continued  to  fly,  and  on  February  25 
the  collective  faced  a  decision  about  whether  the 
ad  would  run  again  in  the  April  issue.  The  atmos- 
phere was  tense,  and  again  no  consensus  could  be 
reached.  It's  our  practice  to  discuss  issues  until 
everyone  can  agree  with  (or  at  least  live  with)  a 
decision,  but  when  that  becomes  impossible,  we 
vote.  On  February  25,  we  voted,  and  by  a  wide 
margin  accepted  a  motion  to  not  run  the  ad  again 
until  a  new  classified  ad  policy  could  be  establish- 
ed. Wc  also  voted  on  a  proposal  that  wcapologizc 
for  running  the  ad,  and  for  the  offence  that  it  had 
caused.  Everyone  agreed  on  the  seriousness  of 
the  matter,  and  there  was  widespread  regret 


about  the  strains  which  had  emerged  in  our  rela- 
tions with  organizations  representing  lesbians 
and  gays  of  colour.  But  only  a  minority  felt  an 
apology  would  be  useful  or  appropriate.  The  mo- 
tion was  defeated. 

What  isn't  regrettable  is  that  this  discussion 
has  begun  and  will  continue.  We  all  agreed  that  it 
was  important  to  get  as  much  of  it  as  we  could  in- 
to print,  to  provoke  wider  debate  in  the  commun- 
ity and,  in  turn,  to  help  us  come  to  some  firmer 
decisions  about  what  our  classified  ad  policy 
should  be. 

What  follows  are  edited  versions  of  most  of  the 
memos  produced  by  members  of  the  collective, 
as  well  as  letters  which  were  solicited  from  mem- 
bers of  the  community  most  likely  to  be  affected 
by  this  magazine's  approach  to  issues  of  race. 

TTie  collective 


For  some  time,  I've  been  participating  in 
S/IVI  sex.  Not  infrequently,  this  has 
meant  playing  the  role  of  a  queerbasher. 
This  encompasses  verbal  abuse  (exam- 
ple: "cocksucker,"  "faggot"),  coer- 
cion (example:  forcing  my  partner  to  suck  my 
cock)  and  degradation  (example:  pissing  in  his 
mouth).  How  is  this  kind  of  activity  to  be  under- 
stood? Are  my  actions  homophobic?  Are  my  part- 
ner's? Do  we  hate  ourselves  for  being  gay?  Is 
this  self-oppression?  Just  what  is  going  on  here, 
anyway?  Why  do  motifs  of  sexual  violence  against 
gay  men  appear  so  frequently  in  gay  male  porno- 
graphy? Why  do  gay  men  sometimes  dress  up  as 
their  own  oppressors  (for  example,  in  police  uni- 
forms)? Why  do  other  gay  men  find  this  attractive'!' 
I  don't  have  the  answers.  But  of  one  thing  I  am 
absolutely  sure:  there  is  nothing  politically  incor- 
rect about  these  activities.  Sexual  desireand  fan- 
tasy is  just  there,  like  quasars  or  protons.  We  can 
learn  about  these  things  by  studying  them.  Right 
now,  I  think  that  the  study  of  desire  is  the  most  in- 
teresting thing  that  there  is;  it  is  not  there  to  be 
morally  evaluated  and  either  glorified  or  con- 
demned. It  is  the  pomt  of  departure  for  un- 
derstanding gay  people  ( straight  people  as  well, 
I  suspect;  but  that's  their  business).  Desire  is 
inviolable. 

The  writer  of  the  classified  ad  hasa  sexual  fan- 
tasy of  which  an  element  is  a  black  houseboy 
The  fact  that  historically  black  people  have  been 
relegated  to  the  role  of  servants  and  slaves  is,  I 
agree,  very  relevant  It  is  precisely  that  historical 
tact  and  its  present  cultural  reverberations  that 


make  this  fantasy  possible.  Are  there  any  sexual 
fantasies  which  are  not  reflections  of  major  social 
themes?  I  suspect  that  fantasy  always  takes  as 
its  material  the  disparities  and  contradictions  in 
the  world  around  us. 

Once  we  condemn  the  desire,  we  no  longer 
seek  to  explain  it;  and  once  we  no  longer  seek  to 
explain  it,  we  have  thrown  away  a  crucial  key  to 
understanding  the  social  forces  and  contradic- 
tions which  give  rise  to  it.  My  working  hypothe- 
sis is  that  fantasy  is  the  subjective  experience  of 
keenly  felt  external  tensions  and  contradictions. 
Fantasy  is  what  allows  people  to  live  with  these 
contradictions.  That's  why  sexual  fantasies  in- 
volve just  those  categories  which  are  socially  sig- 
nificant: race,  gender,  sexual  orientation  and 
class.  If  we  refuse  to  examine  them,  preferring 
instead  todeny  or  suppress,  how  differentare  we 
from  the  theologians  who  refused  to  look  through 
Galileo's  telescope  because  it  was  an  instrument 
of  the  devil? 

I  don '  t  dismiss  the  concerns  of  those  offended 
by  this  ad.  Most  members  of  oppressed  groups 
are  forced  by  the  pervasiveness  of  discrimination 
and  oppression  to  adopt  a  protective  stance  in 
whichweanticipate— because  we  have  to— ill- 
will,  meanness,  abuse  and  even  injury.  And  that 
is,  unfortunately,  reasonable.  But  it  also  blinds 
us  to  the  ambiguities  of  life.  A  single  paragraph 
(such  as  a  classified  ad)  can  and  does  mean 
manythings.notjust  one.  But  we  often  react  first 


continued  on  page  31  ^ 


"Sexual  fantasy  and  desire  is  just 
there,  like  quasars  or  protons.  ...it 
is  not  there  to  be  morally  evaluated 
and  either  glorified  or  condemned. 
Once  we  condemn  the  desire  we 
no  longer  seek  to  explain  it  and 
once  we  no  longer  seek  to  explain  it, 
we  have  thrown  away  a  crucial  key 
to  understanding  the  social  forces 
and  contradictions  which  give 
rise  to  it." 
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"Things  aren't  always  what  they 
seem.  At  first  glance,  the  emanci- 
pation of  desire  appears  to  be  a  veiK 
straightforward  goal.  ...To  cham- 
pion the  cause  of  uninhibited  desire 
without  addressing  the  impact  of 
racism  and  sexism  in  the  sexual 
arena  is  to  call  for  the  entrenchment 
of  white  male  privilege." 


The  fact  that  a  racist  ad  appeared  in 
TBP  is  not  the  main  issue  any 
longer.  What  people  of  colour  and 
many  white  lesbians  and  gays  are 
angry  about  is  the  fact  that  the  ad 
was  objected  to  by  the  one  truly  active  per- 
son of  colour  on  the  paper  but  was  printed 
anyway,  and  that  the  concerns  about  the 
ad  raised  later  by  Zami  and  Gay  Asians 
Toronto  met  with  an  incredibly  patroniz- 
ing dismissal  by  the  most  vocal  members 
of  the  collective.  The  specifics  of  that 
meeting  will  be  discussed  by  other  people, 
but  I  must  add  that  as  someone  who  has 
witnessed  a  lot  of  heavy  debates  around 
gay,  race  and  women's  issues,  I  was  actu- 
ally shocked  by  the  level  of  arrogance  and 
the  cliche  responses  at  that  meeting.  I 
could  easily  have  been  talking  with  the 
police  about  gay  rights. 

In  this  letter,  I  want  to  respond  to  some 
of  the  points  raised  by  the  champions  of 
the  ad.  One  of  the  strongest  points  put 
forward  is  that  this  ad  represents  the  "raw 
data"  of  interracial  sexual  experience  that 
is  not  seen  at  the  front  of  the  paper.  It  is 
true  that  TBP  has  not  paid  much  attention 
to  integrating  a  consciousness  of  racism  in 
the  body  of  the  paper,  but  the  idea  that 
merely  printing  this  ad  somehow  contrib- 
utes to  the  work  of  dealing  with  cross- 
colour  sex  misses  the  point  that  people  of 
colour  already  know  that  we  are  stereo- 
typed in  the  arena  of  sex.  We  could  write 
books  on  the  way  white  men  relate  to  us 
socially,  pohtically  and  sexually.  This  ad  is 
only  extraordinary  in  its  boldness.  How 
does  the  appearance  of  an  ad  analyze 
anything? 

Now  I  am  not  saying  that  shame  and 
guilt  are  useful  emotions  to  feel  when  we 
recognize  misogyny  or  racism  in  our  fan- 
tasies. I  am  not  saying  that  we  don't 
acknowledge  the  way  society  shapes  our 
consciousness.  We  cannot  direct  people's 
fantasies  like  we  do  an  automobile.  But  I 
do  not  think  that  TBP  then  has  to  supp)ort 
the  putting  into  practice  of  those  fantasies. 
I  am  sorry  if  people  see  this  as  repressive, 
but  I  cannot  justify  one  person's  pleasure 
at  someone  else's  expense  and  oppression, 
especially  when  it's  mine. 

Some  people  have  seen  our  opposition 
to  the  ad  as  an  attack  on  S/M  or  fantasy 
sex.  Whereas  no  doubt  some  white  gay 
men  have  fantasies  about  having  a  non- 
white  houseboy  from  whom  they  can  ex- 
act sexual  favours,  I  think  that  these  have 
little  to  do  with  S/M  per  se,  any  more  than 
a  heterosexual  man  who  wants  to  have  a 
secretary  who  will  put  out  for  him.  True, 
there  is  an  intersection  of  sex  and  power, 
but  it  is  qualitatively  different  from  the 
S/M  queerbashing  scenarios  that  Ken  Po- 
pert  describes.  In  these,  the  men  are  play- 
ing with  power.  They  are  in  fact  both  gay, 
and  they  come  together  and  part  as  equals. 


Does  this  mean  that  non-white  lesbians 
and  gays  don't  want  to  explore  the  pleas- 
ures of  sex,  including  socially  unaccept- 
able forms  of  sex  like  bondage  or  S/M? 
No,  but  it  does  mean  that  we  have  ques- 
tions, precisely  because  of  things  like  this 
ad.  Whereas  for  white  men,  sex  is  purely  a 
form  of  pleasure,  for  us  there  is  also  dan- 
ger, especially  when  we  relate  to  whites. 

1  would  have  questions  about,  but 
would  not  oppose,  printing  an  ad  by  a 
black  man  who  is  looking  for  a  white  mas- 
ter in  a  houseboy  fantasy.  Here  the  person 
of  colour  would  be  saying  what  he  wants. 
He  would  be  defining  his  own  sexual  role. 
I  would  defend  this  "double  standard"  in 
the  way  that  I  defend  women's  caucuses 
but  not  exclusive  groupings  of  hetero- 
sexual white  males. 

Things  aren't  always  what  they  seem. 
At  first  glance,  the  emancipation  of  desire 
appears  to  be  a  very  straightforward  goal. 
It  is  only  when  we  examine  it  in  a  real 
social  context  that  we  begin  to  see  prob- 
lems. An  example  is  the  free-sex  slogans  of 
the  1960s  which  turned  out  to  mean  free 
male  access  to  women.  Because  male  pow- 
er was  not  challenged,  we  ended  up  with 
' 'wife  swapping' '  where  men  exchange 
their  sexual  property.  Liberating,  huh? 

To  champion  the  cause  of  uninhibited 
desire  without  addressing  the  impact  of 
racism  and  sexism  in  the  sexual  arena  is  to 
call  for  the  entrenchment  of  white  male 
privilege. 

Now  it  doesn't  surprise  me  that  some 
people  at  TBP  support  this  ad  or  that  they 
are  astonished  by  the  depth  of  anger  and 
unanimity  of  non-white  lesbians  and  gays 
on  this  issue.  It  does  not  surprise  me  that 
these  people  cannot  see  beyond  their  own 
location  in  the  world.  It  also  does  not  sur- 
prise me  that  by  advocating  sexual  liber- 
tarianism  as  its  main  priority  over  com- 
munity organizing,  the  paper  maintains 
the  colour,  class  and,  up  til  recently, 
gender  of  the  people  who  work  there. 
Through  this  approach  to  politics,  the 
paper  reproduces  itself  in  its  own  image. 
On  the  one  hand  TBP  says  it  wants  non- 
white  people  to  work  there;  on  the  other  it 
structures  us  out  of  the  organization  and 
its  priorities. 

Last  year  I  responded  to  an  article  in 
TBP  which  said  something  like  "we  as  les- 
bians and  gays  understand  homophobia, 
but  we  don't  understand  racism."  I  replied 
that  some  of  us  do,  because  some  of  us  are 
not  white.  At  the  now  infamous  meeting, 
as  well  as  in  many  of  the  memos,  that  as- 
sumption is  again  expressed.  Non-white 
lesbians  and  gays  are  just  not  seen  as  total- 
ly gay.  We  are  outsiders,  our  interests  are 
appendices.  I  think  the  same  holds  true  for 
women,  who  are  concerned  with  sexist 
representation  as  well  as  censorship  when 
it  comes  to  heterosexual  pornography,  for 
example.  But  the  fact  is  that  once  you  take 
away  all  the  "other"  concerns,  who  is  left 
with  this  pure,  unadulterated  gay  identity 
but  middle-class  white  males? 

In  his  memo  on  the  issue  Gerald  Han- 
non  writes,  "I  don't  want  a  houseboy,  but 
I  think  I  would  like  a  big  black  stud  to 
fuck  me  because  I  know  he's  going  to  be 
passionate  and  have  a  big  dick,  and  that's 
also  a  little  scary  and  I'm  also  afraid  he's 
going  to  smell  and  how  am  1  going  to  han- 
dle that,  and  I  don't  really  want  to  have 
sex  with  most  A.sians  although  a  lot  of 
them  are  cute  but  they're  so  damned  quiet 
and  exquisite."  Now  I  think  that  this  is 
very  normal  (unfortunately)  and  this  kind 
of  personal  revelation  could  be  useful  in 
opening  up  a  discussion  on  how  prejudice 
enters  our  consciousness  in  spite  of  our- 
selves and  how  we  can  go  about  changing 
that.  But  in  all  this  discussion  I  sen.sed  no 
will  to  change  the  status  quo  which  bene- 
fits white  males.  This  is  a  prerequisite  for 
any  "debate"  on  our  part. 


Hannon  continues,  "If  I  didn't  know 
better,  I'd  feel  ashamed  of  myself.  What 
incentive  to  anything  but  shame  could  I 
have,  given  the  way  many  of  us  want  to 
handle  this  man's  classified  ad?"  Implicit- 
ly Hannon  is  saying  that  by  printing  the 
ad,  TBP  wiU  validate  this  man's  desires, 
will  bring  him  in  from  the  cold,  will  make 
him  feel  that  his  desires  are  OK.  Well,  the 
victims  of  this  situation  are  also  gay.  If 
TSP continues  with  this  policy,  you  might 
as  well  change  your  masthead  to  read  "A 
magazine  for  white  gay  men." 
Richard  Fung 
Toronto 


An  interracial  soldiers  fantasy  is  real- 
ly quite  beautiful.  Imagine  soldiers 
making  love  to  each  other  instead 
of  killing  one  another.  But  can  you 
imagine  participating  in  a  soldier 
fantasy  where  the  GWM  tells  you  to  be  a 
gook?  I  get  the  real  gun! 

The  society  is  racist,  therefore  our  sex- 
ual fantasies  can't  help  but  be  coloured  by 
racism.  Does  freedom  to  all  fantasy  in- 
clude racist  fantasy?  Freedom  for  whom? 
Whose  desire  and  fantasy  are  we  talking 
about? 

In  this  big  gay  family,  I'm  your  brother, 
am  I  not?  Why  is  the  fulfillment  of  your 
desire  more  important  than  the  struggle  of 
my  oppression? 

I  hate  to  sound  like  Dr  Suzuki,  but  real- 
ly, this  isn't  a  planet  for  the  taking.  While 
we  take  care  of  the  desire  of  some,  we  also 
have  to  address  how  it  affects  all  of  us  glo- 
bally. You  ain't  in  this  alone!  Don't  you 
turn  down  the  stereo  because  your  room- 
mates are  sleeping? 

If  the  philosophy  of  the  BP  collective  is 
sexual  libertarianism  at  any  cost,  then 
please  do  not  call  yourself  a  gay  liberation 
journal,  'cos  I'm  part  of  the  gay  libera- 
tion, and  when  your  liberation  oppresses 
my  life,  it  ain't  no  liberation. 

I'm  not  asking  for  censorship.  I'm  tell- 
ing you  that  you  don't  have  the  right  to 
oppress  my  life. 

All  my  love, 

Lim 

Toronto 


I    have  been  an  active  member  in  the 
gay  community  for  the  past  four 
years,  and  have  worked  with  TBP  as  & 
resource  person  on  gay- Asian-related 
issues,  but  I've  always  been  terrified 
to  work  more  with  TBP.  It  is  rather  unfor- 
tunate that  I  had  to  learn  about  some  of 
the  most  fundamental  reasons  behind  my 
lack  of  participation  through  one  of  the 
most  unpleasant  meetings  I  have  ever 
attended. 

This  particular  meeting  was  held  at  The 
Body  Politic  to  discuss  the  opposition 
which  had  arisen  among  local  groups  with 
regard  to  the  printing  of  the  black  house- 
boy  ad.  As  well  as  TAP  collective  mem- 
bers. Gay  Asians  Toronto  and  Zami  were 
also  represented.  The  duration  of  the 
meeting  was  almost  three  hours,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  those  of  us  represent- 
ing non-white  minorities  felt  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  meeting  and  the  attitudes 
of  certain  collective  members  were  far 
more  offensive  and  dangerous  than  the  ad 
itself. 

Presuming,  from  the  in-depth  memos 
circulated  among  collective  members,  that 
TBP  would  print  an  extensive  piece  to 
analyze  the  ad  itself,  1  would  like  to  limit 
my  letter  to  dealing  with  the  meeting. 

To  begin  with,  only  two  of  the  collective 
members  who  opposed  the  ad  were  pres- 
ent, and  only  one  spoke  up  during  the 
meeting.  The  part  of  the  collective  that 
supported  the  ad  first  asked  2^mi  to  ex- 
plain at  great  length  the  specifics  that 
made  the  ad  offensive,  after  examining 


every  word  of  the  ad  and  all  its  possible 
implications.  Collective  members  cited  the 
mixed  response  as  a  challenge  to  the  credi- 
bility of  our  statements. 

The  meeting  continued  with  the  collec- 
tive as  the  jury,  and  with  Zami  and  Gay 
Asians  Toronto  having  to  convince  them 
of  our  feeling  that  the  ad  was  racist.  At  the 
conclusion.  Ken  Popert,  who  felt  that  the 
"inviolability  of  sexual  desire"  was  the 
ultimate  goal  of  gay  liberation,  stated  that 
he  still  did  not  find  the  ad  racist,  but  that 
he  would  agree  to  pull  the  ad  so  as  not  to 
hurt  the  feelings  of  these  subcommunities 
that  were  potentially  the  coUective's 
friends.  Gerald  Hannon,  on  the  other 
hand,  felt  that  he  was  not  intellectually 
convinced  that  the  ad  was  racist,  and 
would  not  change  his  stand  because  of 
pressure  from  other  people's  emotional 
reactions. 

The  issue  at  hand,  as  they  put  it,  had 
clearly  become  "sexuality"  vs  "racism" 
—  which  issue  is  more  important  to  the 
purpose  of  gay  liberation,  and  which 
should  take  priority  to  be  used  as  a  guide- 
line in  making  a  decision.  There  are  clearly 
different  views  of  what  the  specific  goal  of 
gay  liberation  is,  and  for  different  people 
there  are  different  priorities.  At  the  meet- 
ing, we  were  made  to  feel  that  our  argu- 
ments were  non-representative,  our  objec- 
tions hysterical,  and  our  feelings  defensive. 

It  is  all  safe  and  grand  for  the  middle- 
class  GWMs  on  the  Body  Politic  collective 
to  preach  "sexual  libertarianism"  and 
make  the  "inviolability  of  desire"  the  cen- 
tre of  their  politics,  but  women  and  third- 
world  gays  have  added  battles  to  fight  be- 
cause of  the  fact  that  we  are  at  the  other 
end  of  the  power  differential.  To  us, 
racism,  sexism,  and  socio-economic  as 
well  as  political  oppression  are  equally 
important  issues  to  be  confronted.  Until 
such  time  as  The  Body  Politic  makes  the 
larger  communities'  (including:  Asians, 
Blacks,  women,  and  other  minorities)  in- 
terests part  of  their  objective,  and  do  not 
exclude  non-white  members  by  their  polit- 
ically elite  structure,  I  caimot  see  TBP  as  a 
magazine  for  the  true  "liberation  of 
gays."  To  quote  Lim,  "if  the  liberation 
you  support  oppresses  part  of  our  lives, 
we  don't  want  to  be  part  of  it,"  and 
"don't  call  yourself  a  gay  liberation  jour- 
nal, because  we  are  part  of  gay  liberation, 
too." 
Alan  Li, 
for  Gay  Asians  Toronto 


''Does  freedom  to  all  fantasy  in- 
clude racist  fantasy?  Freedom  for 
whom?  Whose  desire  and  fantasy 
are  we  talking  about?" 

"It  is  all  safe  and  grand  for  the 
middle-class  GWMs  on  The  Body 
Politic  collective  to  preach  'sexual 
libertarianism'  and  make  the 
'inviolability  of  desire'  the  centre  of 
their  politics,  but  women  and  third- 
world  gays  have  added  battles 
to  fight." 
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to  the  most  hurtful  interpretation,  as  a  matter  of 
survival ,  just  as  my  cat  starts  at  every  unfamiliar 
sound,  having  to  assume  danger  where  there 
may  be  none.  Unlike  my  cat,  hovi/ever,  I,  we,  are 
capable  of  more  than  gut  response.  We  can  pon- 
der, think,  reflect. 

If  black  males  for  houseboysareexpelledfrom 
our  pages  today,  I  fear  that  black  males  as  slaves 
will  be  given  the  boot  tomorrow .  And  the  appetite 
for  scissoring  people's  desires  down  to  the  size 
of  pusilanimous  political  agendas  will  grow.  I  be- 
gan to  be  explicit  about  my  interest  in  S/M  sex 
some  years  back,  only  because  of  the  atmos- 
phere in  TBP's  office.  It  encouraged  me  to  think  I 
wouldn't  be  thought  peculiar  if  I  began  to  talk 
about  my  sexual  desires  as  legitimate  subjects  of 
conversation  and  political  discussion.  J  like  to 
think  that  my  openness  has,  in  turn ,  encouraged 
others.  I  also  like  to  think  that  the  open-minded- 
ness  of  TBP  has  done  a  lot  to  shape  the  intellectual 
calibre  of  this  city's  gay  community,  which  is 
pretty  high.  It  has  allowed  the  discussion  of  sex- 
ual politics  to  remain  open  here,  while  it  has  been 
closed  off  in  many  other  places.  The  dispute  over 
this  ad  makes  me  realize  how  fragile  this  open 
space  is.  When  people  start  censoring  classified 
ads  for  political  reasons,  I  feel  a  draft.  And  when 
my  own  sexual  desires  and  practices  are  prejudi- 
cially characterized  as  belonging  only  to  a  privi- 
leged minority,  I  definitely  start  to  shiver. 

In  the  biographical  notes  in  Flaunting  It!,  I 
wrote  of  myself  that ' '  he  once  thought  his  politics 
should  guide  his  sex  life,  but  has  since  found  that 
both  work  better  if  his  sex  life  guides  his  politics." 
Put  another  way,  gay  liberation  is  about  sex. 
Nothing  I  have  heard  since  I  wrote  that  has  caus- 
ed me  to  change  my  mind. 

Ken  Popert,  January  24 


In  his  memo  of  January  24,  Ken  proposes  that  what 
TBPh  all  about  is  the  "inviolability  of  desire."  I 
want  to  strongly  disagree.  1  feel  that  has  not  been 
true  in  the  past  and  should  not  be  true  in  the  future. 
Our  masthead  does  not  read  "a  magazine  for  the 
inviolability  of  desire."  It  says  "a  magazine  for  gay  lib- 
eration." There  is  a  huge  difference  between  the  two, 
and  I  believe  that  the  attempt  to  conflate  them  seeks  to 
replace  the  rich  and  complex  politics  which  our  move- 
ment and  this  paper  have  developed  for  the  last  decade 
and  a  half  with  a  narrow  and  short-sighted  libertarianism . 
As  a  magazine  for  gay  liberation,  our  responsibility 
is  not  so  much  toward  the  expression  of  the  sexual  de- 
sire of  any  individual  or  group  of  individuals.  Our  re- 
sponsibility is  primarily  towards  the  task  of  building  a 
gay  community,  defending  it,  developing  it  and  helping 
the  gay  movement  mature  and  become  a  social  force 
powerful  enough  to  guarantee  all  gay  people  the  respect 
and  the  justice  which  we  deser\'e  as  human  beings. 
While  the  exploration  and  expression  of  our  sexualities 
is  an  important  part  of  that  community  development,  it 
does  not  follow  that  anyone's  desire  is  somehow  inviol- 
able. We  do  not  support  the  desire  which  fulfills  itself  in 
the  practice  of  rape,  no  matter  how  much  a  turn-on 
rape  may  be  for  rapists.  There  are  clearly  acceptable 
and  unacceptable  expressions  of  desire.  Its  effects  on 
the  lives  and  rights  of  others  is  a  clear  limitation. 

It  has  been  said  many  times  that  while  our  commun- 
ity is  bound  together  by  the  common  oppression  we 
share  as  gay  people,  it  is  also  divided  by  other  social 
contradictions  —  between  men  and  women,  white  and 
non-white,  employer  and  employee,  adults  and  young 
people,  etc.  Although  we  have  not  always  succeeded, 
TBP  is  aware  that  one  of  its  most  difficult  and  compli- 
cated tasks  is  to  overcome  these  contradictions. 

Over  the  last  years  we  have  shared  common  ground 
with  people  whose  politics  go  no  further  than  defending 
the  untrammelled  expression  of  sexuality,  specifically 
in  our  defence  of  sexual  minorities  which  are  presently 
most  open  to  attack  —  pedophiles,  pomographcrs  and 
those  who  engage  in  fantasy  sex  (which  seems  lo  fall 
under  the  nibric  of  S/M ,  although  S/M  is  only  a  subcat- 
egory). We  have  not  defended  these  people  because  we 
consider  anybody's  desire  inviolable.  We  have  done  so 
because  these  groups  arc  raeiving  the  brunt  of  homo- 
phobic attacks  directed  against  our  whole  community, 
and  it  is  politically  important  to  take  a  .stand. 


Our  arguments  in  these  struggles  have  often  focused 
on  distinguishing  between  oppressive  and  non-oppres- 
sive expressions  of  desire.  We  have  gone  to  lengths  to 
explore  the  differences  between  boy-love  and  abuse  of 
children.  We  have  tried  to  show  how  the  fantasy  of 
domination/submission-humiliation  of  gay  S/M  is 
couched  in  real  equality  and  mutual  consent.  Although 
we  demand  the  freedom  to  play  with  the  symbols  of 
social  power,  our  goal  is  to  overcome  the  abuse  of  that 
power  in  thereat  worid. 

Back  to  the  real  worid  and  the  ad.  Ken  cites  an  exam- 
ple of  encounters  where  he  plays  an  abusive  straight 
man.  I  think  it  is  important  to  contrast  that  with  the  ad 
in  question.  The  ad  does  not  ask  for  someone  lo  pre- 
tend to  be  black.  Nor  is  the  successful  white  male  in 
question  fantasizing  about  his  colour.  The  racial  differ- 
ence required  in  this  ad  is  real.  The/70Mwdifference  re- 
quired in  this  ad  is  real.  The  ad  calls  for  a  real  relation- 
ship based  on  historical  stereotypes  and  made  possible 
by  existing  social  inequalities. 

But  perhaps  this  isn't  a  problem  if  we  wish  to  em- 
brace libertarianism  and  make  "the  inviolability  of  de- 
sire" the  centre  of  our  politics,  in  fact,  all  our  desires 
are,  if  not  violated,  constantly  restrained  and  condi- 
tioned by  the  worid  we  live  in.  In  terms  of  desire,  those 
of  us  enjoying  more  social  power  will  generally  find 
fewer  restraints  on  our  desires  and  more  freedom  to  de- 
velop them,  while  those  of  us  with  less  social  power  are 
more  likely  to  find  ourselves  the  objects  of  others' 
desire,  and  struggling  to  maintain  our  role  as  sexual 
subjects,  not  objects.  Those  with  more  power  will  re- 
sent any  "ideological"  restraints  on  the  freedom  that 
comes  from  our  social  position  (the  result  of  our  race, 
sex,  wealth,  etc),  while  those  of  us  with  less  power  will 
be  more  likely  to  find  ourselves  resenting  intrusions  in- 
to our  personal  space  by  the  desires  and  powers  of  oth- 
ers, and  more  concerned  with  eliminating  the  attitudes 
and  power  relationships  which  constrain  us.  The  "in- 
violability of  desire"  will  bean  expression  of  the  more 
poweri^ul  sectors  of  our  community. 

One  last  point:  How  is  material  which  may  be  un- 
clear to  us  lo  be  determined  to  be  insulting  or  offensive? 
It  is  clear  that  such  a  determination  isn't  always  straight- 
forward. Since  our  pool  of  collective  members  and  vol- 
unteers does  not  contain  the  expertise  for  a  final  judg- 


ment, I  think  it  is  important  to  go  outside  the  collective 
and  consult  with  the  representatives  of  the  groups  con- 
cerned. It  also  seems  to  me  that  the  advice  of  such 
groups  needs  to  be  followed  if  we  expect  to  maintain  re- 
lations of  mutual  respect.  If  individuals  can  still  not  un- 
derstand after  long  discussion,  then  it  is  their  responsi- 
bility to  do  what  they  can  to  figure  it  out,  not  the  res- 
ponsibility of  offended  groups  to  come  to  us  to  some- 
how prove  they  have  really  been  offended. 

What  The  Body  Politic  is  about  is  gay  liberation. 
That  means  we  must  respect  all  sectorsofourcommun- 
ity  and  see  to  it  that  the  "desire"  of  dominant  sectors 
does  not  run  roughshod  over  the  sensitivities  of  others 
and  contribute  to  further  fragmentation  and  division. 
Tim  McCaskell,  Janiiar\'  28 


My  initial  impulse  about  the  ad  was  that 
I'd  rather  not  see  it  run  in  its  present 
form.  But  the  more  arguments  I  hear 
for  not  running  the  ad  —  and  the  more 
people  reach  back  to  political  funda- 
mentals to  support  those  arguments — the  less  I 
agree  with  them. 

Now ,  I  have  some  problems  with  the ' '  inviola- 
bility of  desire."  While  I  don't  think  Ken  is  ar- 
guing for  the  idea  that  "inviolability"  means 
"unquestionability,"  I  have  too  often  seen  "fan- 
tasy" put  forward  as  the  last  word.  Saying  it  "just 
is,"  unchangeably,  has  too  often  been  used  as  a 
way  to  end  investigation ,  just  as  when  people  say 
something  is  "common  sense"  or  "human  na- 
ture." I  agree  that  desire  just  is,  but  then  I  want  to 
ask, "just  is  what?  and  why?"  Still,  Kenandldo 
agree  that  this  is  a  territory  we  should  be  in ,  pro- 
bing, questioning,  experiencing  —  but  not  judg- 
ing (at  least  not  yet). 

Tim's  response  to  Ken'sfirst  memo  makes  me 
feel,  uncomfortably,  that  he  thinks  we  shouldn't 
really  be  on  this  terrain  at  all  if  the  things  we  find 
there  are  a  threat  to  communal  solidarity.  I  dis- 
agree with  Tim 's  reduction  of  gay  liberation  to  the 
building  of  a  quasi-ethnic  "minority"  commun- 
ity, with  particular  kinds  of  desire  (pedophilia; 
"fantasy  sex")  neatly  assigned  to  sub-minon- 
ties.  I  think  the  exploration  of  sexuality  as  it  is 
(and  it's  not  neat)  is  one  ol  our  most  fundamental 


"Although  we  demand  the  freedom 
to  play  with  the  symbols  of  social 
power,  our  goal  is  to  overcome  the 
abuse  of  that  power  in  the  real 
world.  ...The  ad  does  not  ask  for 
someone  \o pretend  to  be  black. 
The  racial  difference  required  is 
real.  The  power  difference  required 
is  real.  The  ad  calls  for  a  real  rela- 
tionship based  on  historical 
stereotypes...." 


jobs.  Not  the  only  one,  certainly,  but  one  only  we 
can  do  from  our  particular  perspective,  one  that 
no  one  else  can  do  for  us,  and  one  that  tran- 
scends even  as  it  depends  upon  the  creation,  de- 
velopment and  defence  of  our  space,  our  zone  of 
experience,  our  "community,"  if  you  like. 

I  don't  think  there's  any  point  in  me  reassur- 
ing anyone  here  that  I  understand  the  gravity  of 
issues  of  race,  class,  ageand  gender  as  they  in- 
tersect with  all  this.  I  don't  think  I'd  be  here  if  I 
didn't  take  those  things  seriously.  But  what  I 
hear  in  some  of  what  Tim  said  sounds  unnerving- 
ly  familiar:  when  oppression  in  those  more  es- 
tablished categories  is  at  issue,  sexuality  be- 
comes a  luxury,  a  concern  of  the  "privileged." 
And  when  exploration  of  sexuality  becomes  po- 
tentially divisive,  it'sa  downright  dangerous  lux- 
ury, and  one  that  we  should  be  willing  to  give  up 
in  the  interests  of  solidarity.  Hence,  when  the 
conflation  of  power  and  sexuality  makes  people 
nervous,  we  can  attribute  such  concerns  solely 
to ' '  sadomasochists"  and  file  them  safely  out  of 
sight.  And  when  the  conflation  of  race  and  sexu- 
ality rears  its  ugly  little  head  in  the  form  of  some- 
one's actual,  admitted  desires  —  not  in  a  theo- 
retical discussion,  not  in  the  context  of  a  consid- 
ered assault  on  racial  oppression,  but  right  there 
in  the  fantasy-filled,  stereotype-ridden  classified 
ads  —  we  must  suppress  this  evidence  because 
it's  potentially  offensive. 

The  classifieds,  a  mass  of  exposed  desire,  are 
full  of  "offensive"  things.  They  provide  endless 
evidence  of  the  ways  ageism,  looksism,  racism 
and  even  homophobia  ("must  be  straight  ap- 
.pearing")  still  infuse  gay  sexuality.  I'm  not  hap- 
py about  any  of  that,  but  I'd  rather  know  about  it 
than  have  it  hidden  away  as  "unacceptable." 

No,  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  offending  allies,  gay 
or  straight.  And  yes,  I  feel  I  have  an  obligation  to 
listen  to  what  people  have  to  say  when  they '  re  of- 
fended ,  and  to  engage  in  honest  discussion  with 
them  about  that .  But  I  do  not  have  an  obligation  to 
promise  not  to  offend .  Nor  do  I  have  an  obligation 
(indeed,  I  don't  even  have  the  right)  to  protect 
other  people  from  offence .  To  do  that  is  to  say  that 
while  I  know  enough  to  deal  with  uncomfortable, 
ambiguous  things,  other  people  don't  and  they 
have  to  be  shielded,  fed  only  the  palatable  con- 
clusions I  have  so  wisely  and  generously  worked 
out  for  them.  I'm  in  no  position  to  do  that  —  I 
don't  live  other  people's  lives,  and  if  I  were  to  try 
feeding  them  only  the  "correct  line."  it's  the 
evidence  of  their  own  lives  that  will  let  them  know 
I'm  nottelling  the  whole  truth 

Rick  Bebout.  February  1 


This  houseboy  ad  issue  is  a  complex  one,  and 
part  of  the  complexity  results  from  the  impos- 
sibility of  not  stepping  on  one  set  of  toes  or  an- 
other. Some  of  those  who  support  publishing 
the  ad  cite  the  example  of  S/M.  suggesting  that 
the  fantasies  acted  out  often  p^irtray  the  inequalities  of 
the  real  world.  An  S/M  .scene  is  often  a  fantasy^  that 
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"People  have  to  keep  having  these 
relationships  (and  they  will, 
whatever  we  decide),  and  they  have 
to  become  public,  debatable  prop- 
erty. Tm  convinced  that  the  latter 
only  happens  when  the  particulars 
are  not  a  source  of  shame  for  the 
individuals  involved." 


would  be  repdent  if  it  were  reality.  Like  acting  in  a 
play,  it  requires  a  "suspension  of  disbelief."  It  becomes 
a  compelling  sexual  fairy  tale. 

Where  S/M  gets  into  trouble  is  when  it  decides  to  de- 
pict these  scenes.  If  you  are  one  of  the  cognoscenti  and 
you  know  that  you're  supposed  to  suspend  disbelief, 
you  see  them  as  scenes  depicting  people  in  states  of  sex- 
ual union.  If  you're  an  outsider,  you  see  Nazis  killing 
Jews,  queerbashers  stomping  gays,  and  all  the  other 
vile  and  repulsive  situations  where  one  person  takes 
complete,  abusive  control  over  another. 

Why  does  the  ad  not  make  clear  that  it  is  offering  a 
"scene"  rather  than  a  situation?  There's  the  possibility 
that  the  ad-writer  wants  to  write  a  "hot"  ad,  one  with 
maximal  appeal  to  his  black  masochist  companion, 
and  has  therefore  made  the  ad  all  fantasy,  omitting  the 
reality  that  the  roles  involved  are  only  make-believe, 
and  that  the  black  man  has  the  power  to  choose  a  com- 
pletely different  situation  if  he  wishes.  Clearly,  when 
someone  advertises  for  a  slave,  this  is  the  case.  No  one 
believes  the  advertiser  artually  wants  to  start  a  cotton 
plantation. 

For  us,  the  question  is  what  to  do  with  "hot"  ads 
that  depict  repellent  scenes.  What  would  we  do  with  an 
ad  saying  "Gay  Nazi  wants  to  meet  subservient  Jew; 
some  grovelling  required"?  Ken,  I  suspect,  would  say, 
"print  it,  and  print  everything  else  like  it,  or  risk  step- 
ping on  people's  sex  lives."  But  this  doesn't  differenti- 
ate between  those  ads  where  it  is  clear  to  everyone  (I 
stress,  everyone)  that  an  egalitarian  "scene"  is  being 
offered  flike  an  ad  that  says,  "be  my  slave,  all 
welcome")  and  an  ad  where  reasonable  people  may 
suspect  that  genuinely  oppressive  elements  are  present. 
Our  job  is  not  to  suppress  the  S/M  side  of  the  ambigu- 
ity; rather,  we  have  to  make  it  unambiguous.  We  need  a 
policy  that  says  ads  need  to  be  unambiguously  non- 
stigmatizing.  Editing  for  reality  should  be  used  when 
an  ad  is  not  perfectly  clear  about  the  fact  that  it's  based 
in  fantasy.  The  houseboy  ad  is  a  good  example  of  am- 
biguity. 

Is  it  reasonable  to  be  offended,  threatened,  fright- 
ened or  made  angry  by  a  depiaion  of  a  racist  scene, 
even  if  this  scene  werejust  a  sexual  fantasy?  My  conten- 
tion is  that  it  is  reasonable,  and  for  two  reasons. 

First,  if  we  are  black  and  we  see  an  ad  for  a  black 
houseboy,  we  will  imagine  ourselves  in  the  situation  of 
a  black  houseboy.  If  the  ad  is  ambiguous  enough  to 
allow  us  to  see  a  demeaning  sort  of  existence,  we  may 
see  ourselves  being  demeaned.  The  current  houseboy 
ad  is  sufficiently  ambiguous  to  allow  this,  obviously. 

Second,  a  racist  depiction  does  have  some  capability 
of  propagating  racism.  People  seem  to  find  this  idea  ab- 
surd, but  if  they  would  think  a  few  moments  about  the 
matter,  they  would  realize  that  the  major  way  racist 
ideas  are  propagated  is  by  portraying  people  in  racist 
ways. 

We  need  to  distinguish  between  active  racist  depic- 
tion, where  a  person  maliciously  propagates  harmful 
stereotypes,  and  passive  racist  depiction,  where  a  per- 
son depicts  racism  because  it  is  part  of  the  "reality" 
they  live  with,  either  actually  or  ideologically.  Both  the 
active  exponent  and  the  passive  embodier  of  racism 
have  some  ability  to  pass  racism  on  to  the  next  genera- 
tion, as  it  were.  In  the  case  of  the  houseboy  ad,  we're 


looking  at  someone  who's  not  an  active  racist.  On  the 
other  hand,  his  ad,  since  it  is  ambiguous,  reflects  a 
racist  reality  that  has  strong  tendencies  toward  perpetu- 
ating itself  through  self-fulfilling  prophecy.  This  hap- 
pens whether  the  advertiser  intends  it  or  not. 

In  summary,  we  should  reprint  the  houseboy  ad  on- 
ly if  it  can  be  made  unambiguous.  Perhaps  it  cannot  be, 
in  which  case  it  should  be  rejected. 

Richard  Summerbell,  February  2 


The  pleasures  of  sexuality  are  bound  up 
with  histories  of  power.  I  don't  doubt 
that  the  relationship  between  a  white 
man  and  a  black  houseboy  could  be  a 
satisfying  one.  We  recognize  that  a  hus- 
tler/prostitute is  not  a  victim,  either,  but  has 
made  a  choice  —  often  a  very  rational  choice  in 
the  circumstances. 

But  that  is  the  point:  in  those  circumstances. 
We  know  that  Ontario  is  a  racist  place.  We  know 
that  it  is  more  difficult  for  a  young  black  person  to 
get  a  job  and  that  she/he  has  less  choice  than  a 
young  white  person.  We  know  that  as  part  of  the 
oppression  of  black  slaves  in  the  US,  black  men 
were  eroticized  in  a  certain  ideological  way.  We 
know  that  alternative  black  culture  has  reclaim- 
ed that  erotic  body  in  jazz ,  dance,  talk  and  move- 
ment. But  none  of  this  can  be  said  in  a  classified 
ad .  If  the  dominant  culture  is  racist,  the  only  way 
to  support  an  alternative  is  to  say  that  we  intend 
not  to  be  racist.  We  cannot  allow  the  ad  to  run 
without  saying  these  things.  The  relationship  it 
invites  would  need  trust  to  work.  We  must  say  all 
of  these  things  because  it  is  the  only  way  tor  us  to 
establish  trust. 

One  further  thought:  the  terms  of  this  debate 
were  set  by  Ken '  s  memo  about  the  inviolability  of 
desire.  Why  do  we  talk  about  "desire"  as  if  it 
were  more  fundamental  than  anything  else?  Why 
don't  we  understand  sexuality  simply  asa  matter 
of  pleasure  that  belongs  with  other  pleasures  a 
bodycanenjoy  — dancing,  eating,  renovating  a 
house,  cooking,  watchingamovie?Wefind  plea- 
sure in  many  ways,  even  in  many  different  kinds 
of  sexual  play.  And  don '  t  we  change?  Stop  doing 
certain  things  and  get  into  others? 

Pleasure  involves  us  in  histories  of  power:  the 
power  of  men  over  women,  adults  over  the 
young,  dominant  ethnic  groups  over  minorities. 
With  pleasure  there  is  danger .  Sometimes  we  get 
burned.  We  need  a  sense  of  responsibility  and 
care  along  with  fun  and  enjoyment.  The  old  argu- 
ments in  terms  of  the  inviolability  of  desire  leave 
out  too  much  ordinary  experience. 

Alan  O'Connor,  February  3 


It  strikes  me  that  this  discussion  on  racism  in  the 
classifieds  is  another  one  of  those  quite  critical 
discussions  which  periodically  surface  here,  and 
its  resolution  will  have  much  to  say  about  our  de- 
velopment of — or  departure  from  —  the  kind  of 
sexual  politics  I  think  this  magazine  has  at  least  quietly 
espoused  over  the  years.  I  want  to  continue  to  develop 
those  politics,  and  to  me  that  means  accepting  the  con- 
tentious ad  as  it  is,  accepting  others  like  it,  accepting 
"far  worse"  ads,  for  that  matter. 

In  our  meeting  with  people  from  Zami  and  Gay  Asi- 
ans, Richard  Fung  said  more  than  once,  "It's  not  fan- 
tasy, it's  reair  He  was  referring  to  the  houseboy  ar- 
rangement under  discussion,  and  said  that  he'd  seen 
the  real  thing  all  too  often.  I  expect  Richard  feared  that 
our  advertiser  wanted  precisely  that  exploitative  situ- 
ation, or  feared  that  a  situation  which  might  begin  as 
fantasy  would  deteriorate  into  the  reality  of  domestic 
servitude. 

Should  it  be  surprising  that  relationships  which  draw 
much  of  their  juice  from  the  tensions  and  conflicting 
emotions  of  racism  or  servitude  should  also  duplicate 
many  features  from  the  real  world  we  would  agree  to 
deplore?  Let's  look  at  heterosexuals.  Let's  imagine  an 
ad  that  said  "Man  seeks  woman  for  domestic  bliss." 
That's  all.  I  can  hear  most  of  us  saying,  "What  he's 
talking  about  isn't  fantasy,  it's  real.  No  matter  how 
committed  the  man  is  to  equality  in  relationships,  no 
matter  how  sure  the  women  is  that  this  time  it's  going  to 
work,  the  statistics  are  in:  in  90  percent  of  these  little 
episodes,  what  begins  as  a  50-50  arrangement  ends  up 
with  the  woman  as  a  domestic  drudge  and  sexual  slave, 
and  the  man  in  economic  and  emotional  control." 

So  what  are  heterosexuals  to  do?  Avoid  relation- 
ships till  they've  cleaned  up  their  act?  Hardly.  The  fact 
is,  the  act  will  never  be  cleaned  up,  no  one  will  know  the 
act  has  to  be  cleaned  up,  unless  the  act  goes  on.  It's 
been  the  experience  of  marriage  that  has  driven  women 
and,  yes,  men,  to  flee  it,  to  question  it,  to  work  to 
change  the  way  men  and  women  relate. 

It  won't  be  practices  derived  from  a  theory  of  racial 
harmony  that  will  finally  tailor  the  kinds  of  relation- 
ships we're  talking  about  to  suit  the  real  needs  of  the 
people  involved  in  them.  I  think  two  things  are  required 
to  make  that  happen:  people  have  to  keep  having,  ex- 
periencing those  relationships  (and  they  will,  whatever 
we  decide);  and  they  have  to  become  public,  debatable 
property.  And  I'm  convinced  the  latter  happens  only 
when  the  particulars  are  not  a  source  of  shame  for  the 
individuals  involved. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  desire  evident  in  the  houseboy 
ad  comes  out  of  the  great,  bubbling,  unexamined  stew 
of  our  cultural,  economic,  personal  and  public  histor- 
ies, and  as  such  they  are  the  raw  data  of  what  a  mag- 
azine like  ours  should  be  all  (oops,  I  don't  mean  all\  I 
mean  partly)  about.  And  if  that  is  true,  it  seems  sheer 
lunacy  to  submerge  that  data  whenever  it  tentatively 
surfaces. 


We've  been  talking  for  more  years  than  I  care  to  re- 
member about  how  important  it  is  to  get  the  raw  data  of 
our  sexual  lives  into  print  so  that  we  can  have  some- 
thing to  ground  all  our  airy-fairy  theories  on.  Does  it 
ever  happen?  Virtually  never.  Why?  Well,  it's  hard, 
that's  why.  It's  potentially  embarrassing  and  hurtful 
and  fraught  with  danger.  So  the  main  way  it  happens 
now  is  that  people  pay  us  for  a  few  inches  of  space  where 
they  can  maintain  their  privacy  while  making  their 
desires  public.  And  we  prattle  on  in  the  front  of  the 
paper  while  all  this  interesting  stuff  happens  at  the 
back. 

Well,  what  about  that  meeting  with  Zami  and  Gay 
Asians?  It  certainly  clarified  that  the  ad  did,  in  fact,  of- 
fend them  very  strongly.  I  am  quite  sure  that  if  we 
publish  the  ad  and  others  like  it,  they  would  consider  us 
arrogant  and  insensitive  and  refuse  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  us.  But  I  still  feel  we  must  publish  the  ad.  Our 
responsibility  in  these  cases  is  to  listen  to  the  people  who 
are  wounded,  explain  why  we  are  taking  the  actions 
that  we  are  taking  (explaining  that  it  is  not  a  gratuitous 
insult  or  a  mindless  swipe,  but  that  it  is  a  critical  part  of 
our  politics),  and  say  we  hope  we  can  work  together, 
given  that  we  are  going  to  do  this  for  these  reasons. 

And  if  in  fact  we  can't,  that  simply  tells  me  our  pol- 
itical agendas  are  not  sufficiently  similar  for  us  to  work 
together  in  any  productive  way  right  now.  When  they 
are,  or  when  a  crisis  sufficiently  grave  happens  to  allow 
us  to  ignore  those  differences  for  a  period,  then  we  will 
work  together.  I  know  that  sounds  smug,  and  appears 
to  allow  us  to  go  merrily  along  forever  without  input  of 
any  kind  from  non-white  communities,  but  it  would 
seem  terribly  patronizing  to  me  to  go  about  tidying  up 
all  the  messy  details  of  our  lives,  our  real  lives,  the  lives 
we  say  we  want  to  explore  and  analyze,  so  that  the  at- 
mosphere here  will  be  "acceptable." 

Another  matter.  There's  been  a  tendency,  I  think,  to 
approach  this  particular  ad  as  the  expression  of  a  sex- 
ual taste  that's  probably  shared  by  four  other  people  in 
North  America,  and  therefore  of  marginal  interest  to 
us.  But  surely  the  ad  represents  only  a  particular  form 
of  a  very  widespread  fascination  with  interracial  sex. 
/  feel  it  —1  don't  want  a  houseboy,  but  1  think  I  would 
like  a  big  black  stud  to  fuck  me  because  I  know  he's  go- 
ing to  be  passionate  and  have  a  big  dick,  and  that's  also 
a  little  scary,  and  I'm  also  afraid  he's  going  to  smell  and 
how  am  1  going  to  handle  that,  and  I  don't  really  want 
to  have  sex  with  most  Asians,  although  a  lot  of  them  are 
cute  but  they're  so  damned  quiet  and  exquisite.... 

All  right  —  I  don't  believe  these  stereotypes,  and  I 
think  they  are  harmful.  But  I  recognize  that  they  are 
feelings,  which  intercede,  particularly  at  sexual 
moments  when  feelings  are  more  likely  to  surge  forward 
than  my  rational  beliefs  on  the  matter.  Those  are  my 
version  of  that  man's  classified  ad.  If  I  didn't  know  bet- 

coniinuecl  on  page  45  (in  the  classifieds)        ^^ 
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MEMORY,  FICTION  &  THE  FURTHER  CHRONICLES  OF 
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WATMOUGH: 

FERRETS 

David  Watmough  flirtation 


An  authors  weave  their  fictional 
characters  from  the  material  of 
their  own  experience.  David 
Watmough,  however,  has  clothed 
his  own  life  with  fiction.  For  more 
than  a  decade,  in  several  collections  of 
short  stories  and  one  novel,  this  Van- 
couver writer  has  carried  out  a  unique 
literary  project:  an  extended  autobiogra- 
phy of  his  fictional  alter-ego,  Davey 
Bryant.  While  the  course  of  Davey's  life 
roughly  follows  that  of  his  creator,  Wat- 
mough asserts  its  fictional  character  by 
deliberately  altering  such  details  as  the 
makeup  of  Davey's  family  from  one  story 
to  the  next,  creating,  in  effect,  a  set  of 
parallel  universes,  each  slightly  different. 
This  device  allows  the  author  to  play 
magician  with  personal  history,  compos- 
ing variations  on  Davey's  biography. 
Like  a  person  caught  in  a  recurring 
dream,  the  reader  returns  to  a  landscape 
that  constantly  shifts  yet  remains 
familiar. 

Davey  Bryant  is  the  constant  factor 
that  binds  together  this  diverse  body  of 
work.  A  sly  and  sturdy  fellow,  he  is  as 
nimble  at  dodging  the  truth  about  himself 
as  he  is  diligent  at  ferreting  out  the  secrets 
of  others.  His  account  reflects  gay  male 
experience  with  a  rare  depth  and  honesty. 
The  Chronicles  of  Davey  Bryant  are  a 
document  of  our  life  in  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury, told  by  a  perceptive,  literate 
observer. 

The  two  newest  collections,  appearing 
at  almost  the  same  time,  each  contain  a 
sampling  of  stories  from  all  periods  of 
Davey's  life.  There  are  nine  tales  in  Fury, 
published  by  Oberon.  The  tone  of  the 
collection  is  set  in  the  first,  "One  &  All." 
Davey,  in  the  company  of  a  Jewish 
schoolmate,  witnesses  an  attack  by  a  fas- 
cist mob  and  discovers  his  own  capacity 
for  racism.  Betrayal  and  the  failure  of 
compassion  are  themes  throughout  the 


The  much-chronicled 
Davey  Bryant  returns  in 
two  new  collections  of 
short  stories.  Robin 
Metcalfe  reviews  Futy  and 
The  Connecticut  Countess 

book.  The  same  blind  hatreds  are  treated 
with  a  gentle  humour  in  "Nelly  Moriarty 
&  the  Jewish  Question"  and  with  despair 
in  "Dark  Murmurs  from  Burns  Lake." 
The  title  story,  about  a  beloved  pet  ferret, 
depicts  the  predator  that  lurks  beneath 
the  skin  of  both  animal  and  human. 

The  Connecticut  Countess,  published 
in  the  US  by  Crossing  Press,  is  clearly  in- 
tended for  the  gay  market.  All  twelve 
stories  involve  Davey's  developing  and, 
later,  mature  gay  sexuality.  Although 
three  have  appeared  before,  in  Love  & 
the  Waiting  Game  (Oberon,  1975),  they 
easily  bear  a  second  reading  and  include 
some  of  the  best  in  the  collection,  such  as 
"Return  of  the  Native,"  about  an  early 
encounter  with  an  aging  bachelor  who 
leaves  the  works  of  Edward  Carpenter  ly- 
ing about  where  young  men  might  chance 
to  read  them.  Notable  among  the  other 
stories  are  "All  At  Sea,"  a  tense,  erotic- 
ally-charged  tale  of  evading  rape  at  the 
hands  of  His  Majesty's  Navy,  and 
"Bowen  Island  Confessions,"  about  a 
belated  coming-to-terms  with  one's 
passions. 

The  strong  unifying  element  of  gay  sex- 
uality, and  the  greater  number  of  stories, 
make  The  Connecticut  Countess  the 
more  satisfying  of  the  two  collections.  In 
Fury,  a  tension  is  evident  between  the 
stories  as  separate  works  and  the  collec- 
tion as  a  whole.  The  problem  is  character- 


istic of  The  Chronicles.  Widely  dispersed 
in  space  and  time  and  not  linked  in  a  clear 
sequential  order,  it  would  seem  they 
should  be  taken  on  their  individual 
merits,  yet  the  maintenance  of  a  consis- 
tent narrator  demands  that  they  be 
viewed  as  part  of  a  whole.  This  is  not  a 
problem  with  the  earlier  stories  dealing 
with  Davey's  boyhood  in  Cornwall  and 
London,  which,  despite  inconsistencies  of 
detail,  are  linked  by  the  character  of 
young  Davey.  Like  most  adolescents,  he 
is  absorbed  in  his  own  developing  self- 
awareness,  particularly  in  the  discovery 
of  his  sexuality.  Watmough's  vivid  ren- 
dering of  his  native  Cornish  dialect  im- 
parts to  these  stories  a  flavour  as  dis- 
tinctive as  that  of  Davey's  familiar  clotted 
cream. 

While  Davey  is  a  helpful  guide  among 
the  fragments  of  past  memory,  he  is  a  less 
reliable  companion  in  the  ambiguous 
adult  present.  The  presence  in  the  Van- 
couver stories  of  the  same  Davey  Bryant 
we  remember  from  Cornwall  is  some- 
times jarring  and  often  superlluous.  Un- 
like his  earlier  incarnation,  he  tends  to 
fade  into  the  background,  retreating  to 
the  detachment  of  observation.  Many  of 
these  later  stories  would  read  better  with- 
out this  tenuous  connection  to  the  earlier 
works.  It  is  in  those  stories  where  past 
and  present  come  together  that  the  device 
retains  its  usefulness.  Among  the  many 
cruelties  catalogued  in  Fury,  in  "Where 
Do  I  Weep  When  Your  Sad  Song  is 
Sung?"  it  is  memory  itself  which  deceives 
us. 

When  Christopher  Isherwood  wrote  a 
memoir  fifty  years  after  the  fact,  in 
Christopher  and  His  Kind,  he  used  the 
third  person  so  as  to  disclaim  the  reliabil- 
ity of  memory.  By  spinning  his  firsl-per- 
son  fictions  from  the  strands  of  memory, 
Watmough  reminds  us  that  all  memory  is 
fiction!  ' 


Writer  Jackie  Goodwin,  who  lives  in 
Vancouver,  recently  paid  a  visit  to 
David  Watmough  at  his  home,  and 
talked  to  him  about  his  work. 

»j8Ckie  Goodwin:  David,  I'm 
told  you  began  reading  and  performing 
your  work  in  the  late  Sixties,  and  that  this 
gave  you  means  of  supporting  yourself  as 
a  fiction  writer  after  you  gave  up  being  a 
free-lance  journalist  and  drama  critic  for 
the  Vancouver  Sun.  How  did  things  pro- 
gress after  you  made  the  change? 
David  Watmoughi:  By  a  lot  of 
luck  and  maybe  a  little  talent,  I  went 
from  Simon  Fraser  University  in  Bur- 
naby,  where  I  did  the  first  performance, 
to  the  Lincoln  Center  in  New  York  within 
six  months. 

»JG:  How  autobiographical  is  your 
work? 

DW:  That's  a  question  that  I  expect, 
and  then  it  bugs  me  even  though  I  expect 
it,  because  I'm  not  a  biographical  writer 
or  an  autobiographer  —  I  do  not  write 
autobiography.  I  have  a  mother  who  is 
91 ;  I  have  two  brothers,  one  died  last 
year,  and  I  have  never,  nor  could  I,  put 
them  into  any  of  my  fiction.  They're  too 
close.  I  use  Davey  Bryant,  who  is  not  me. 
Sometimes  I  don't  like  him.  He's  certain- 
ly a  little  stuffy,  especially  in  his  youth.  I 
hope  I  wasn't  quite  the  asshole  that  he 
appears.  I  am  deliberately  writing  a  char- 
acter so  that  it  is  not  autobiographical,  in 
the  sense  that  I  don't  turn  to  fiesh-and- 
blood  people  that  I  know  and  put  them 
in.  I  could  never  be  sued.  Occasionally 
people  will  say  to  me  in  Vancouver,  "isn't 
that  character  so  and  so?"  Well,  it  never 
is.  I  might  just  use  one  salient  feature,  but 
very  often  that  would  turn  out  to  be  from 
a  woman  for  a  male  character,  or  the 
other  way  around.  I  mean  I  really  feel  — 
God,  that's  what  fiction  is  about:  free- 
dom. And  autobiography  lo  me  would  be 


► 


THE  BODY  POI  ITIC  ;     APRIL  1985       33 


imprisonment,  because  then  I  would  have 
to  be  faithful  to  a  certain  kind  of  accu- 
racy. I  tell  the  truth,  1  hope.  But  I'm  not 
interested  in  being  accurate. 
«JG:  How  do  you  relate  to  Davey?  Do 
you  see  him  as  an  actual  living  entity? 
DW:  Oh  yeah,  1  do  by  now,  because 
I've  written  six  books  about  him,  or 
more,  but  I  see  Davey  fairly  objectively. 
For  one  thing,  I  have  to  keep  ten  years 
ahead  of  him  —  in  other  words,  I  can 
never  have  him  at  my  age.  I'm  in  my  fif- 
ties; he's  in  his  early  forties.  Because 
again,  I  need  that  kind  of  distancing  to 
get  shape  on  him  and,  indeed,  on  the  his- 
torical period  any  given  story  may  be  set 
in.  The  Vancouver  I'm  writing  about,  if 
he's  in  Vancouver,  would  be  the  Vancou- 
ver of  the  Seventies,  certainly  not  of  the 
Eighties. 

«JG:  Has  writing  in  a  gay  context 
changed  your  career? 
DW:  Definitely  one  suffers  a  very  severe 
limitation.  In  my  own  case  I  suppose  you 
could  say  it's  self-imposed,  because  I've 
never  made  any  pretense  of...  I've  never 
covered  up.  I  don't  want  to  imply  by  that 
that  I'm  assuming  any  kind  of  superior 
role.  It's  simply  that  1  came  out.  Or,  in 
fact,  as  I  often  say  to  people,  I  was  never 
allowed  in  the  closet,  because  I  was  ar- 
rested at  age  16  and  accused  of  soliciting 
and  importuning,  and,  as  my  father  sat  in 
court  and  looked  on,  I  was  found  guilty 
and  was  put  in  prison  before  my  17th 
birthday.  Since  that  time,  at  least  for  as 
long  as  I've  been  a  writer,  I've  never  been 
compelled  to  conceal  the  truth,  because 
of  the  kind  of  world  I  live  in.  But  even 
though  I  didn't  ever  go  and  work  for  the 
Royal  Bank  or  BC  Hydro,  I  am  perfectly 
aware  there  are  a  lot  of  jobs  that,  even 
now,  will  certainly  put  the  frost  on  you  in 
terms  of  ambition,  or  heave  you  out, 
without  the  words  gay  or  lesbian  ever  be- 
ing mentioned.  So  I've  always  felt  it 
particularly  incumbent  upon  me  to...  not 
to  go  screaming  "I'm  gay"  from  the 
rooftops  every  day  —  I  don't  wake  up 
saying  "cock-a-doodle-doo"  the  first 
things  —  but  on  the  other  hand,  I've 
never,  touch  wood,  in  my  life  denied  that 
I'm  gay  if  I've  been  asked. 
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The  most  annoying  limitations  I've  ex- 
perienced come  from  what  I  call  pseudo- 
liberals  in  the  literary  establishment  — 
publishers,  editors,  CBC  producers,  mag- 
azine editors  —  who  will  pay  a  very  quick 
lip  service  to  gayness  as  a  social  cause,  but 
would  never  allow  it  to  be  a  viable  consti- 
tuent as  literary  matter.  The  number  of 
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books  in  Canada  that  have  a  gay  element 
is  infinitesimal  when  compared  with  those 
in  the  US.  Now  why?  There  is  only  one 
reason:  there  is  a  very  covert  puritanism 
that  obtains  in  Canada  amongst  those 
who  have  their  fingers  on  the  controls 
that  determine  what  is  published,  what  is 
painted.  I  mean,  there  is  still  a  kind  of 
hostility  toward  male  nudes.  And  lesbian 
literature.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  not 
being  written.  There  is  something  wrong 
here  and  it  bothers  me.  I  know  that  the 
chances  of  getting  a  Governor-General's 
award  are  made  infinitely  more  remote  by 
writing,  from  time  to  time,  about  gay 
material. 

•JG:  Do  you  think  that  you  can  serve  as 
some  kind  of  example  —  can  you  stand 
out  and  make  a  statement  to  the  straight 
world  because  a  lot  of  your  work  is  ac- 
cepted outside  a  gay  context?  I  mean,  you 
have  read  your  work  on  the  CBC;  you 
have  worked  in  places  where  people  who 
are  not  gay  are  going  to  receive  your 
work.  How  do  you  regard  that  role  for 
yourself? 

DW:  I  sometimes  wonder  now,  espe- 
cially when  I  look  back,  at  some  of  the 
places  that  I  gave  readings  —  places  like 
Hundred  Mile  House,  Chetwynd,  Fort  St 
John,  Prince  Rupert  —  where  in  the  early 
Seventies  I  was  blithely  reading  very  tren- 
chantly gay  material.  Maybe  I'm  getting  a 
little  pusilanimous  in  my  old  age,  because 
I  think,  "My  God,  I  actually  did  stand 
there  and  do  that!"  And  I  did.  1  did  it  a 
lot.  But  don't  forget,  the  late  Sixties  and 
early  Seventies  were  a  good  time  to  stand 
up  and  be  counted  in  lots  of  other  ways, 
too.  So  I  think  I  had  an  advantage  there. 
UG:  Some  of  your  material  in  intensely 
intimate,  not  only  the  sexuality  of  it,  but 
the  very  personal  feelings.  When  you 
stand  up  and  you  are  all  alone  on  stage 
and  you  are  reading  to  a  room  full  of 
people,  how  do  you  do  it? 
DW:  Well,  I  am  a  child  of  a  period 
when  honesty  was  pretty  restricted  in  the 
field  of  literature.  I  felt,  what  can  I  do  as 
a  writer  that  witnesses  to  my  time?  I'm 
not  essentially  an  experimentalist  in  terms 
of  style.  James  Joyce  might  never  have 
lived  if  you  look  at  a  page  of  David  Wat- 
mough's  prose.  What  I  was  left  with  was 
the  opportunity  to  write  about  the  one 
thing  I'm  writing  about:  a  person  in  the 
twentieth  century.  What  I  can  be  now  is 
candid  —  I  can  level.  We've  lived  for  200 
years  with  prudery,  with  Mrs  Grundyism. 
Wystan  Auden,  whom  I  knew,  was  very 
much  a  father  figure  to  me  in  New  York 


when  I  lived  there  in  1952.  I  sat  with  him 
at  a  table  when  he  changed  all  the  "he's" 
to  "she's"  —  he  changed  the  pronouns  in 
his  poetry  —  and  I  argued  with  him  even 
then,  and  even  though  I  held  him  in  great 
awe  and  reverence.  He  said,  "It's  called  a 
switch,  my  dear,  we  all  have  to  do  it." 
And  I  said,  "Well,  that  bothers  me."  And 
I've  never  done 


Sometimes  when  I  read  I  can  feel  my 
embarrassment,  and  then  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  audience  comes  back  again. 
It's  like  something  clammy,  like  grit  and 
hail,  you  can  feel  it  in  the  wind.  But  I 
think  that's  important  because  my  work 
is  not  a  matter  of  exhibitionism.  It's  more 
a  matter  of  pushing  through  an  exper- 
ience or  a  situation,  getting  at  it  through 
the  writing  of  it.  That's  when  I  can  feel 
the  heat  break  out  on  my  skin;  that's 
when  I  begin  to  feel  my  vulnerability  and 
it  becomes  an  asset,  it  becomes  a  part  of 
my  craft  as  a  writer. 
«JG:  A  lot  of  your  work  is  very  intro- 
spective, and  it  is  very  nostalgic.  Do  you 
feel  that  there  is  a  difference  between  that 
and  being  sentimental  and  emotional, 
and  is  that  OK? 

DW:  I  think  that  sentiment  is  a  neces- 
sary object  of  fiirtation...  I  don't  run 
away  from  it.  I'm  a  romantic.  I  come  out 
of  the  romantic  age.  A  lot  of  my  writing 
comes  out  of  nostalgia,  which  is  an  emo- 
tion that  lies  within  shouting  distance  of 
sentimentality,  but  I  feel  I  can  always 
bring  my  reader  back  within  three  senten- 
ces with  a  cold  douche  of  reality  or  some- 
thing very  non-sentimental. 
«IG:  There  are  various  women  through- 
out your  work,  all  of  them  very  different, 
types,  and  I  wondered  what  role  you  see 
women  playing  in  your  stories? 
DW:  I  don't  see  them  playing  roles;  that 
would  be  too  self-conscious.  I  think  that 
if  you're  a  gay  man  of  19,  when  the  sap  is 
running  high,  you  are  very  interested  in 
other  men.  But  by  the  time  you're  35, 
Mary  is  closer  to  you  than  Tim  because 
you  are  both  35.  As  you  go  through  life 
you  find  that  a  lot  of  these  tensions  just 
evaporate  because  of  the  discovery  of 
other  human  beings.  I  think  that  anyone 
who  reads  my  stories  will  see  that  the  rela- 
tionship that  Davey  Bryant  has  with 
women  changes  all  the  time  as  he  gets 
older,  and  I  guess  it's  partly  to  do  with 
sexual  diminution.  I  want  to  have  this  in 
my  work:  that  Davey  is  growing  in  his 
sensitivity  towards  women  and  in  his 
awareness  of  women. 


»JG:  One  of  the  things  that  I  observed  in 
some  of  the  earlier  stories  when  Davey 
was  younger  was  that  women  were  carica- 
tures. As  Davey  became  older  the  women 
became  real  people.  Is  that  something 
that  has  grown  with  you?  Have  you  ex- 
perienced a  change  in  your  own  ideas 
about  the  roles  played  by  women  in  your 
stories  or  did  you  originally  intend  that 
some  of  those  women  were  caricatures? 
DW:  I  think  that  what  you've  observed 
tells  you  more  about  Davey  than  it  does 
about  the  women  characters  themselves, 
or  about  how  I  look  upon  women  as 
characters.  It's  the  solipsistic  attitude  of 
youth.  I  mean  at  seven  years  old,  for  boys 
or  girls,  everything  outside  their  own  little 
world  is  a  caricature,  if  that's  the  way  you 
want  to  think  of  it.  It's  remote  and  two- 
dimensional.  I  think  that  the  third  dimen- 
sion of  human  reality  is  realizing  that 
these  funny  creatures  who  used  to  wear 
skirts  and  bobby  socks  have  a  blood  tem- 
perature of  98.6  degrees  Fahrenheit.  It 
takes  a  long  time  for  that  to  impinge,  and 
1  don't  think  that's  only  a  gay  thing,  I 
think  that's  a  gender  thing.  It  has  to  do 
with  the  whole  programming  of  men  and 
women  in  our  society.  I  think  that  a  gay 
person  is  litmus  paper  for  the  straight 
world. 

There  is  an  immaturity  in  Davey,  a  re- 
luctance to  grasp  responsibility.  I  think 
that  gay  people,  because  of  being  shoved 
to  the  circumference  of  life,  learn  faster 
and  harder:  the  scar  tissue  of  being  gay  is 
there. 

UG:  Tell  me  about  your  book,  Fury. 
DG:  Fury  is  more  chronicles  —  epi- 
sodes, chapters,  stories  —  of  my  charac- 
ter Davey  Bryant.  It's  different  from  any- 
thing that  I  have  written  before  in  that  the 
connection  between  the  stories  is  not 
merely  the  fact  of  Davey's  presence,  even 
though  he  does  feature  in  all  of  them. 
"Fury,"  the  title  story,  appeared  in  the 
1983  book.  Best  Canadian  Stories.  And 
Fury  is  the  name  of  Davey  Bryant's  fer- 
ret. The  French  for  ferret  is  "furet  de 
chasse."  So  I  played  around  with  the 
word  "fury."  Anger  is  the  psychic  consti- 
tuent that  ties  all  of  these  episodes  in  the 
book  together.  They  start  with  anti-semit- 
ism  in  the  first  and  second  stories  and 
move  to  rape  in  the  third.  There  are  vio- 
lent factors  in  all  of  them.  This  is  because 
I  want,  before  I  die,  to  somehow  give  my 
account  of  violence  as  it  affects  Davey's 
private  history.  I  work  private  incident 
against  a  public  background,  and  Fury  is 
able  to  make  some  historical  observations 
that  are  very  important  to  me.  D 
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I     lived  in  Toronto  for  several  years  in  a 
house  that  was  part  of  Campus  Co- 
operative Residence,  a  large  student- 
owned  organization  that  has  28 
townhouses  in  the  downtown  univer- 
sity queirter.  While  John  Sewell  was  still 
mayor  of  Toronto  he  came  to  our  annual 
general  meeting  and  told  us  that  we  were 
pioneers  of  a  way  of  life  and  a  coopera- 
tive housing  movement  that  had  a  great 
future.  In  fact,  our  cooperative  had 
started  in  the  1930s  as  part  of  that  dec- 
ade's socialist  culture,  and  then  expanded 
dramatically  in  the  1960s  when  everyone 
wanted  to  live  in  a  commune.  The  bright 
psychedelic  orange  and  blue  walls  were 
being  covered  over  in  the  late  1970s  with 
sensible  colours  chosen  by  middle-class 
students  on  a  low  budget.  We  were  used 
to  dealing  with  people  who  refused  to 
finish  their  three-hour  task  in  the  large 
kitchen  that  fed  70  people  each  day.  A 
man  came  once  a  month  to  tackle  other 
much  smaller  domestic  pests.  So  it  was  a 
surprise  to  hear  John  Sewell  say  that  we 
were  the  leading  edge  in  new  forms  of 
households,  but  it  perked  us  up  to  hear 
him  say  it. 

The  next  time  I  saw  John  Sewell  speak 
was  in  the  documentary  Track  Two,  made 
after  the  Toronto  police  raided  the  baths 
in  1981 .  It  was  a  shock,  over  the  next  few 
years,  to  start  meeting  people  I'd  lived 
with  in  Co-Op  in  Toronto's  gay  bars.  Two 
of  us  who  had  actually  been  on  a  small 
committee  together  for  at  least  a  year  also 
started  to  meet  each  other  at  gay  com- 
munity events  like  Celebrasian  and  Gay 
Pride  Day.  Nobody  was  out  while  we 
lived  at  Co-Op.  When  we  caught  up  on 
the  gossip  it  turned  out  that,  of  70  people 
who  had  meals  in  the  same  communal 
kitchen,  at  least  half  a  dozen  were  gay. 
Oddly  enough,  if  there  were  lesbians  we 
haven't  heard  of  it  yet. 

In  1985,  the  Toronto  Women's  Hous- 
ing Co-Operative  opened  its  first  houses 
on  Shuter  Street.  The  principle  is  the 
same:  as  long  as  you  choose  to  live  in  the 
co-op  you  are  an  owner  of  the  building 
and  have  a  say  in  how  it  is  operated.  The 
Toronto  women's  co-op  has  revived  the 
memory  of  13th-and  14th-century  wom- 
en's communes  in  Europe  which  were 
designed  for  rural  migrants  to  the  city. 
These  highly  successful  "beguinages" 
were  eventually  hounded  out  of  existence 
because  they  became  successful  enough  to 
threaten  the  interests  of  business,  church 
and  state. 

There  are  clearly  connections  to  be 
made  between  cooperative  housing  and 
the  gay  and  women's  movements.  Yet  it  is 
not  clear  what  conclusions  can  be  drawn 
from  this.  There  is  an  interesting  study  by 
Manuel  Castells  of  the  gay  community  in 
San  Francisco,  part  of  a  his  larger  histori- 
cal work.  The  City  and  the  Grassroots. 
Castells  £u-gues  that,  as  in  the  Paris  Com- 
mune of  1871  and  the  later  Glasgow  rent 
strike  of  191 5,  housing  has  been  a  key 
factor  in  the  development  of  a  grassroots 
gay  movement  in  San  Francisco. 

About  17  percent  of  San  Francisco's 
population  is  gay,  and  because  of  their 
high  turn  out  in  elections  the  gay  com- 
munity has  been  able  to  achieve  a  certain 
amount  of  power  within  the  city's  institu- 
tional structure.  The  existence  of  a  decen- 
tralized ward  system  was  a  necessary  con- 
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dition  for  this  to  happen.  Castells  argues 
that  this  political  clout  is  an  expression  of 
a  deeper  process:  \\\q  spatial  organization 
of  a  self-defined  cultural  community.  Un- 
like traditional  ghettoes,  which  are  based 
on  exclusion  or  economic  necessity,  gay 
"liberated  zones"  are  deliberately  con- 
structed. This  process  takes  some  time  to 
develop  and  occurs  against  the  dominant 
pattern  of  the  urban  land  market.  Gay 
people  do  not  move  into  an  area  primari- 
ly for  economic  reasons.  It  is  a  matter  of 
experimenting  in  new  patterns  of  living 
associated  with  an  active  political 
movement. 

As  a  potential  gay  centre,  San  Francis- 
co had  the  advantage  that  many  people 
uprooted  by  service  in  the  Second  World 
War  ended  up  there.  There  was  also  a  rel- 
atively tolerant  "outsider"  culture  in  the 
1950s  and  1960s  —  in  contrast  with  the 
city's  moral  crackdown  in  the  '20s  and 
'30s  which  focused  on  prostitutes  and 
homosexuals.  It  is  absolutely  clear  that  a 
strong  bar  culture  was  the  foundation  of 
the  politicized  movement  thai  came  out 


after  Stonewall  in  1969.  In  spite  of  prob- 
lems with  bars,  it  is  also  clear  that  bar- 
tenders and  drag  queens  are  the  unsung 
heroes  of  the  modern  gay  movement. 
They  anchored  the  community  in  place; 
they  are,  and  will  be,  our  Roots.  Harvey 
Milk  opened  a  camera  store  in  the  middle 
of  the  developing  bar  district  and  in  the 
early  '70s  began  to  spread  the  message 
that  gays  should  support  gay  businesses. 
The  steps  in  the  development  of  a  gay 
space  are  clear:  first  a  bar  culture,  then 
local  gay  districts  which  include  busines- 
ses, and  then  an  electoral  political  ma- 
chine built  on  this. 

Castell's  argument  is  that  space  is  a 
fundamental  dimension  for  the  gay  com- 
munity. In  1980  more  than  65  percent  of 
San  Francisco's  housing  stock  was  rental. 
Gay  residents  were  kept  out  of  areas  con- 
trolled by  property,  family  and  high  class. 
In  San  Francisco  two  major  spatial  gay 
developments  occurred.  The  Castro  area 
was  opened  up  because  its  Irish  working- 
class  dwellers  were  vacating  their  beauti- 
ful Victorian  neighbourhood  and  moving 


to  the  suburbs.  Housing  in  the  area  was 
affordable.  There  was  also  a  development 
of  gay  households  (particularly  lesbian)  in 
the  sound,  cheap  housing  of  the  working- 
class  area  of  Bernal  Heights  and  Potrero 
Hill.  The  majority  of  individuals  in  the 
gay  community  could  not  afford  a  house 
in  San  Francisco.  So  people  formed  col- 
lectives to  rent  and  buy  houses.  Houses 
which  had  been  condemned  in  the  1970s 
by  technocratic  city  planners  were  reno- 
vated and  maintained.  The  main  process 
was  the  rescue  of  declining  housing  by 
people  who  organized  collective  house- 
holds and  were  willing  to  make  economic 
sacrifices  (only  a  minority  were  middle- 
class  professionals)  to  be  able  to  live  safe- 
ly and  autonomously  as  gay  people.  Cas- 
tells is  clear  that  this  process  is  quite  dif- 
ferent from  the  "back  to  the  city"  move- 
ment, in  which  wealthy  people  move  into 
the  central  city  on  the  basis  of  new,  prof- 
itable trends  in  the  housing  market.  Gay 
households  were  established  against  the 
trends  of  the  market  in  housing  by 
people  who  were  paying  a  high  social  cost 
for  being  "moral  refugees." 

This  renaissance  of  city  living  has  two 
strategic  results.  First  it  becomes  clear 
theoretically  that  in  a  living  unit  the  ac- 
tual practice  is  the  household  and  that  the 
model  currently  held  up  by  minority  con- 
servatives —  father  at  work  and  mother 
at  home  —  is  in  fact  an  ideology  and  is 
unattainable  even  by  the  majority  of  het- 
erosexual households.  There  is  a  wide 
variety  of  possible  households,  many  of 
which  end  up  converting  —  or  should  I 
say  subverting  —  the  physical  buildings 
designed  for  the  old  patriarchial  family 
and  its  servants,  dominated  women  and 
unfree  children. 

The  second  result  of  this  urban  renais- 
sance is  that  when  gay  people  live  in  a 
concentrated  area,  they  can  become  a 
force  in  municipal  elections.  This  is  espe- 
cially the  case  if  they  have  a  liberal  plat- 
form and  see  issues  like  preserving  low- 
cost  housing,  excluding  development  cor- 
porations and  highways  and  maintaining 
local  services  as  issues  that  are  just  as  im- 
portant as  legal  reforms  to  benefit  gay 
people.  Castells  spends  two  tightly  print- 
ed pages  just  listing  measures  on  matters 
of  housing  and  urban  policy  introduced 
by  gay  representatives  to  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Board  of  Supervisors. 

John  Sewell  is  no  longer  mayor  of  Tor- 
onto. He  now  writes  a  daily  column  on 
urban  politics  for  the  Globe  and  Mail. 
Even  if  he  never  mentions  the  words  "gay 
rights,"  it  should  be  clear  that  his  vision 
of  lively,  tolerant,  diverse  and  fun  down- 
town areas  in  Canadian  cities  is  absolute- 
ly important  for  the  future  of  livable  gay 
communities  in  this  country. 

• 
The  idea  of  living  in  collective  households 
is  not  new.  It  was  put  forward  by  many 
Utopian  socialists  of  the  last  century,  in- 
cluding Charles  Fourier  ( 1 772-1837)  and 
the  early  homosexual  rights  activist  Ed- 
ward Carpenter  (1844-1929).  Guy  Daven- 
port has  recently  written  an  imaginative 
book,  called  .Ipples  and  Pears,  about 
Fourier's  ideas  and  about  a  very  odd  Uto- 
pian household.  Carpenter's  ideas  are 
probably  best  known  through  Noel 

continued  on  page  39 
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GAYCLLTLRE 


Ain't  no  such  thing,  and  I  know  it  when  I  see  it 


Culture  Clash:  The  Making  of  a  Gay  Sensibili- 
ty by  Michael  Bronski.  South  End  Press  (302 
Columbus  Ave.  Boston.  MA  021 16).  $9.00 
US;  $12.95  in  Canada. 

Michael  Bronski  will  be  familiar  to  reg- 
ular readers  of  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News  as  the  writer  of  some  of  the  most 
perceptive  film  and  book  reviews  around. 
When  he  set  out  to  write  a  book  about,  in 
his  words,  "the  interactions  of  gay  sub- 
culture with  the  patriarchal  heirarchy  that 
is  the  dominant  cultural  norm,"  I  looked 
forward  to  it  with  some  anticipation. 

Why,  then,  am  I  so  dissatisfied  with 
Culture  Clashl  I  could  explain  it  in  terms 
of  some  defects  in  the  writing;  Bronski  is 
too  prone  to  falling  back  on  simplistic 
statements  and  he  does  not  pay  enough 
attention  to  gay  theory,  especially  by 
non-Americans.  (I  am  surprised  to  see  no 
references  to  Guy  Hocquenghem,  to 
Richard  Dyer,  to  Mario  Mieli  —  to  name 
only  a  few.)  Bronski  draws  repeatedly  on 
Susan  Sontag's  1%7  essay  on  camp  while 
ignoring  the  considerable  body  of  later 
analysis  of  gay  culture  that  gays  them- 
selves have  produced.  But  my  dissatisfac- 
tion goes  deeper  than  any  of  this  would 
explain. 

In  The  Homosexualizalion  of  Ameri- 
ca, I  suggested  there  are  at  least  four  ways 
of  using  the  term  "gay  culture":  as  life- 
style, as  representations  of  that  lifestyle, 
as  any  art  produced  by  someone  known 
(or  assumed)  to  be  gay,  and  as  anything 
that  expresses  "gay  sensibility,"  whatever 
that  is.  (The  best  definition  of  gay  sen- 
sibility I  know  is  New  York  writer  Jeff 
Weinstein's  quip  that  there  is  no  such 
thing,  and  we  all  know  it  when  we  see  it.) 
Like  so  many  who  write  about  "gay  cul- 
ture," Bronski  leaps  from  one  sense  of 
the  term  to  another  without  always  mak- 
ing clear  to  which  sense  he  is  referring. 

Bronski  aligns  himself  with  the  more 
radical  wing  of  the  gay  movement,  not 
surprising,  considering  his  connection  to 
Gay  Community  News.  Given  the  deter- 
minedly feminist  stance  of  GCN,  it  is  sur- 
prising that  he  confines  himself  to  gay 
men,  claiming  that  "most  cultural  nam- 
ing is  done  by  and  for  a  male  constituen- 
cy; the  works  and  words  of  women  are, 
for  the  most  part,  invisible."  This  may  be 
true  —  I  think  it  is  grossly  overstated  — 
but  it  begs  the  question  of  whether  lesbi- 
ans and  gay  men  share  anything  that 
might  be  called  a  common  culture.  With 
lesbians  like  Judy  Grahn  (in  her  recent 
Another  Mother  Tongue)  claiming  that 
the  answer  is  yes,  it  is  disheartening  to  see 
a  gay  man  who  is  presumably  sympathet- 
ic to  feminism  ignoring  the  whole  issue. 

There  is  surely  a  contradiction  in  a 
radical  look  at  gay  culture  that  devotes  a 
chapter  to  opera  but  ignores  a  singer  such 
as  Tom  Robinson,  that  talks  about  Mari- 
lyn Monroe,  Garbo  and  Mae  West  but 
nowhere  mentions  the  films  of  Fassbinder 
or  Pasolini.  More  that  mere  conservatism 
here,  there  is  a  very  strong  American 
chauvinism  at  work,  one  that  ignores  the 
host  of  interesting  gay  films  to  have  come 
out  of  Spain,  France,  Italy,  Israel,  New 
Zealand,  the  Netherlands,  etc,  because, 
presumably,  Hollywood  has  not  distrib- 
uted them.  Thus  Yentlznd  Tootsiegel  a 
mention,  but  not  The  Deputy  (from 
Spain)  or  The  4th  Man  (from  the 
Netherlands). 

This  illustrates  a  problem  that  is 
endemic  to  much  American  gay  writing, 
and  that  is  an  extraordinarily  selective  use 
of  non-American  references.  While  Bron- 
ski talks  about  Edward  Carpenter,  Oscar 


Grace  Jones:  We  know  gay  sensibility  when  we  see  it,  but  who  do  we  mean  by  "we"? 


Wilde,  John  Addington  Symonds,  Ron- 
ald Firbank  and  Bloomsbury  as  part  of 
"the  making  of  gay  sensibility,"  he  seems 
much  less  interested  in  contemporary 
non-Americans  and  the  development  of 
gay  culture  elsewhere.  Too  often  the  only 
non-Americans  recognized  as  part  of 
"gay  culture"  are  dead.  (Oddly,  for 
someone  from  Boston,  Bronski  verges  on 
a  New  York  chauvinism.  Anyone  who 
reads  the  chapter  on  theatre  would  not 
know  that  a  thriving  gay  theatre  exists 
anywhere  but  off-off  Broadway.) 

For  all  of  these  reasons,  Bronski's 
depiction  of  gay  culture  is  a  surprisingly 
reactionary  one.  Reading  his  book  led  me 
to  question  whether  this  may  not  be  en- 
demic in  the  approach  itself,  whether  the 
.search  for  "gay  sensibility"  and  "gay 
culture"  doesn't  lead  inevitably  to  an  un- 
comfortable dead-end. 

There  is  a  deeply  reactionary  snobbery 
to  a  book  that  can  proclaim:  "Gay  men 
are  certainly  interested  in  other  art 
forms...  however,  these  forms  cannot 
compare  with  opera's  gay  reputation  nor 
its  role  in  gay  culture  and  community." 
I  happen,  myself,  to  like  opera,  but  are 
Bronski's  comments  really  true  for  the 
culture  and  community  experienced  by 
working-class  or  black  or  rural  gays? 
Doesn't  it  define  "gay  community"  in  ex- 
actly the  terms  of  upwardly  mobile, 
white,  professional  men  for  which  Bron- 
ski criticizes  The  Advocate,  which,  in 
fact,  takes  rock  and  new  music  far  more 
seriously  than  he  does?  Instead  of  yet  an- 
other potted  account  of  such  nineteenth- 
century  figures  as  Whitman  and  Sym- 
onds, I  would  have  liked  some  real  analy- 
sis of  the  emergence  of,  say,  working- 
class  gay  cultures,  and  their  expression 
through  other  than  traditional  literary 
forms. 


Any  radical  —  indeed  any  useful  —  ac- 
count of  gay  culture  need  be  very  specific 
about  the  way  in  which  this  culture  is 
related  to  the  social  context  in  which 
homosexuality  operates.  The  notion  of 
"a  gay  sensibility"  tends  to  be  ahistorical, 
to  suggest  that  there  is  something  intrinsic 
in  being  gay  that  leads  one  to  adulate  July 
Garland,  Maria  Callas  and  Noel  Coward. 
The  quip  that  "we  all  know  it  when  we 
see  it"  begs  the  question  of  whom  we 
mean  by  "we." 

Bronski  comes  closest  to  defining  what 
he  sees  as  integral  to  "gay  sensibility" 
when  he  writes:  "Homosexuality  repre- 
sents sex  incarnate.  In  short,  homosex- 
uals are  obsessed  with  sex.  This  obses- 
sion, along  with  the  impulse  to  personal 
freedom  that  makes  sexual  activity  possi- 
ble, is  at  thecenterof  the  gay  sensibility." 

I  think  there  is  a  respectable  case  to  be 
made  for  this  claim,  although  many  of 
the  examples  of  gay  sensibility  advanced 
hardly  seem  to  epitomize  this  view,  and 
Bronski  ignores  his  contemporaries  — 
John  Rechy,  Edmund  White,  Andrew 
Holleran,  Renaud  Camus  —  whose  writ- 
ings could  be  quoted  to  bear  out  this  as- 
sertion. It  is,  however,  an  ahistorical 
claim,  as  the  current  AIDS  crisis  .should 
make  us  only  too  aware.  Today  we  are 
living  through  all  sorts  of  attempts  to  re- 
define being  gay  precisely  so  as  not  to 
place  sexuality  at  the  centre  of  our  iden- 
tity. Sexual  reductionism  is  no  more  ap- 
pealing that  the  economic  reductionism 
of  some  Marxists. 

1  have  myself,  particularly  in  my  earlier 
writings,  taken  a  position  close  to  Bron- 
ski's, and  so  this  is  in  part  meant  as  self- 
criticism.  I  have  always  maintained  that 
the  repre.ssion  of  homosexuality  and  op- 
pression of  homosexuals  —  not  necessar- 
ily the  same  thing  —  are  closely  linked  to 


erotophobia  rather  than  to  sexism,  and  I 
would  not  relinquish  this  position.  I 
would  also  agree  with  his  claim  that  "gay 
liberation's  most  lasting  and  effective 
changes  will  come  through  cultural  rather 
than  electoral  or  legal  channels." 

However,  a  movement  that  takes  as  its 
central  theme  "pleasure  for  its  own  sake" 
will  not  pose  a  sufficient  challenge  to  the 
real  repressions,  dangers  and  inequalities 
of  society.  If  AIDS  is  leading  to  a  retreat 
from  the  culture  of  sexual  pleasure,  this  is 
not,  after  all,  without  good  reason.  And 
when  we  look  at  that  part  of  the  gay  male 
culture  created  upon  the  ethos  of  sexual 
pleasure  in  the  past  decade,  it  becomes 
clear  that  it  was  far  less  subversive  of  ad- 
vanced consumerist  capitalism  that  we 
had  hoped. 

If  we  are  going  to  talk  about  a  gay 
liberation  that  offers  both  a  vision  and  a 
strategy  for  transforming  society,  it  will, 
certainly,  need  to  operate  on  the  cultural 
plane.  But  the  culture  that  is  relevant  here 
need  have  far  more  to  do  with  how  we 
develop  communal  institutions  and  how 
we  live  our  lives  than  with  the  particular 
works  of  film,  theatre  and  literature  that 
Bronksi  largely  discusses. 

Dennis  AltmanD 

Dennis  A  llman  is  currently  finishing  a  book  on 
the  AIDS  epidemic  for  Doubleday,  and  then 
(with  relief)  will  he  writing  a  book  on  the 
ideology  of  postage  stamps. 


Stepping  into  line 


stepping  Out  of  Line:  A  Workbook  on  Lesbi- 
anism/Feminism by  Nym  Hughes,  Yvonne 
Johnson  and  Yvette  Perrault.  The  Women's 
Press,  $10.95 

In  the  mid-to-late  1970s,  when  in  became 
clear  that  the  British  Columbia  Federa- 
tion of  Women  was  inadequately  address- 
ing lesbian  concerns,  the  lesbian  caucus 
of  the  federation  got  pissed  off  and  start- 
ed organizing  itself  independently.  These 
lesbians  developed  workshops  designed 
to  educate  both  heterosexual  feminists 
about  lesbians  and  lesbians  about  the 
importance  of  women's  liberation  in  their 
lives.  Nym  Hughes,  Yvonne  Johnson  and 
Yvette  Perreault  recognized  that  the 
workshops  were  successful  and  decided  to 
have  their  material  published  in  a  32-page 
handbook.  The  much  larger  Stepping 
Out  of  Line:  A  Workbook  on  Lesbianism 
and  Feminism  is  the  result. 

The  first  section  of  the  two-part  book, 
the  "script"  for  a  two-day  workshop, 
begins  by  ensuring  such  things  as  confi- 
dentiality in  order  to  create  trust,  and 
suggesting  certain  "ground  rules."  "We 
want  each  of  you  to  make  a  commitment 
to  stay  with  the  group,  not  to  just  get  up 
and  leave  at  some  point."  Already  this 
sounds  like  a  cult  I  once  belonged  to, 
where  we  couldn't  go  to  the  washroom 
except  during  the  one  break  we  had  in 
each  12-hour  session.  It  was  made  clear 
that  we  could  go  if  we  really  wanted  to, 
but  it  was  equally  clear  that  they'd  prefer 
we  didn't.  So  of  course  none  of  us  ever 
went.  That  was  the  psychology. 

The  workshop  consists  of  guided  con- 
sciousness-raising exercises.  One  part  of 
one  such  exercise  deals  with  "myths"  in- 
volving causes  and  explanations,  and  lists 
many  of  the  familiar  sillies:  "Lesbians  are 
ugly...  Lesbians  can't  get  a  man...  Lesbi- 
anism is  caused  by  a  dominant  mother." 
Curiously,  only  one  of  the  myths  in  this 
abundant  list  is  followed  by  an  aside  from 
the  authors:  "Lesbians  have  had  bad  ex- 
periences with  men  (what  woman  hasn't)." 
Another  part  of  the  same  exercise 
analyzes  myths  that  have  to  do  with 
male/ female  roles,  and  lists:  "Lesbians 
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want  to  be  men...  Lesbians  hate  chil- 
dren... Lesbians  wear  male  clothing."  To 
debunk  this  last  myth,  we  are  told: 
"What  is  male  clothing?  It  is  sturdy, 
warm  and  comfortable.  Female  clothing, 
on  the  other  hand,  is  usually  expensive 
and  flimsy.  The  major  reason  to  differen- 
tiate between  male  and  female  clothing  is 
to  make  the  difference  between  men  and 
women  readily  apparent.  If  men  and 
women  looked  the  same,  how  would  men 
know  who  to  treat  as  inferior?  Hire  as 
secretaries?  Rape?"  This  kind  of  implicit 
men-are-monsters  innuendo  isn't  hard  to 
spot  in  many  CR  exercises. 

In  an  addendum  for  group  facilitators, 
they  are  told  how  to  "handle  men"  who 
come  to  workshops.  In  most  cases  it 
seems  best  simply  not  to  have  them  pres- 
ent. "If  male  participants  are  being  par- 
ticularly obnoxious,  disruptive  or  abu- 
sive, encourage  them  to  deal  with  their 
homophobic,  sexist,  anti-woman  atti- 
tudes elsewhere;  refer  them  to  a  men's 
group. . .  if  they  appear  sincere  about  their 
desire  to  learn  and  change,  encourage 
them  to  get  in  touch  with  a  men's  group 
afterwards  so  they  can  continue  this  pro- 
cess... if  men  are  looking  for  information 
on  homosexuality,  you  can  refer  them  to 
a  gay  men's  group."  Good,  bad  or  queer, 
men  get  sent  to  men's  groups;  women 
stay  in  women's  groups. 

Stepping  Out  of  Line,  which  has  re- 
ceived favourable  reviews  in  some  gay/ 
lesbian  and  feminist  publications,  is  a 
dangerous  book:  it  preaches  the  kind  of 
anger  that  only  perpetuates  itself.  Al- 
though the  workshop  addresses  many  im- 
portant issues,  such  as  how  to  deal  with 
homophobia,  I  find  the  immovable  "we 
live  in  a  society  that  hates  us  as  women 
and  lesbians"  attitude  throughout  the 
book  uncomfortable,  only  because  there 
isn't  room  for  any  variation  of  opinion. 
Provisions  are  made,  for  example,  for  les- 
bians who  aren't  feminists  and  feminists 
who  aren't  lesbians,  but  in  all  cases  it  is 
important  that  women  taking  part  in  the 
workshop  try  to  accept  the  brand  of  les- 
bian-separatist feminism  defined  by  the 
authors. 

Opinions  can  differ,  but  it's  clearly 
preferable  that  they  don't.  So  of  course 
they  won't.  That's  the  psychology. 

Sonja  Mills  D 

Blissful  Ignorance  & 
new-right  nightmares 

Sweet  Dreams  by  John  Preston.  Alyson 
Publications  (Box  2783,  Boston,  MA  02208). 
$4.95  US. 

Slate  by  Nathan  Aldyne.  Villard  Books  (Ran- 
dom House).  $12.95  US. 

The  covers  and  jacket  blurbs  of  both 
these  books  make  them  look  like  myster- 
ies. Never  judge  a  book  by  its  cover. 
Neither  book  is  actually  a  proper  mystery 
—  which  isn't  to  say  that  I  didn't  find 
anything  mysterious  about  them. 

Sweet  Dreams  begins,  coyly,  like  a  ju- 
venile novel:  "Danny  Fortelli  had  a  sec- 
ret." Some  secret:  I  guessed  it  right  away. 
Danny  is  a  high-school  student  who  is 
good-looking,  brainy,  a  super  athlete 
with  an  "inherent  sense  of  decency"  and 
not  even  the  slightest  swelling  of  the 
head.  Danny  is  every  mother's  dream. 
He's  so  perfect  that  he's  perfectly  boring. 
Soon,  however,  the  book's  rather  clunky 
plot  jerks  into  unsteady  motion,  and  dull, 
darling  Danny  is  faced  with  corruption, 
blackmail,  sexual  exploitation  and  drugs. 
In  ihal  order. 

Who  will  save  him?  Why,  Alex  Kane, 
gay  vigilante,  of  course.  Mr  Kane  is  fre- 
quently compared  to  a  Greek  statue.  He's 
about  as  interesting  as  a  piece  of  rock, 


too,  and  has  a  habit  of  giving  lectures  to 
people  about  how  disgusting  and  low  they 
are.  His  lover  having  been  killed  in  Viet- 
nam by  a  homophobic  fellow  officer, 
Alex,  with  the  help  of  his  dead  boyfriend's 
fabulously  rich  dad,  now  seeks  vengeance 
against  any  and  all  who  would  dare  cause 
harm  to  his  fellow  gay  men.  (Lesbians, 
apparently,  need  not  apply.)  True  to  the 
Batman  model  for  crime- fight ers-and- 
seekers-of-justice  (though  lacking  a  cape 
and  cowl),  Alex  rescues  Danny,  delivers  a 
speech  and  kills  the  villain.  Evil  is  over- 
come (if  only  for  the  time  being),  Alex 
and  Danny  fall  in  true  love  and  we  are 
promised  many  gay  Batman  and  Robin 


AISTHETERA 


Non-fiction 

In  light  of  the  AIDS  crisis,  and  the  ever- 
present  danger  of  the  community  most 
traumatized  by  the  disease  being  used  as  a 
scapegoat  for  it.  No  Magic  Bullet:  A  Social 
History  of  Venereal  Disease  in  the  United 
States  since  1880  (Oxford  University  Press, 
$19.95  US)  is  instructive.  Unlike  other  medi- 
cal problems,  says  author  Allan  M  Brandt, 
sexually-related  diseases,  including  AIDS, 
have  been  approached  with  all  sorts  of  moral 
baggage,  often  being  seen  as  "both  a  punish- 
ment for  sexual  misbehaviour  and  an  index  of 
social  decay." 

Brandt  contends  that  prudish  attitudes  have 
disasterously  impeded  useful  research  and  ade- 
quate treatment,  and  that  solutions  have  too 
often  been  seen  in  "social  engineering"  and 
the  regulation  of  individual  conduct.  The  dis- 
covery of  penicillin  ,  for  example,  was  greeted 
by  many  authorities  with  claims  that  its  medic- 
al benefits  were  outweighed  by  the  danger  that 
a  major  deterrent  to  promiscuity,  the  fear  of 
disease,  might  be  lost. 

The  book  also  discusses  how  factors  such 
as  racism,  homophobia,  class  prejudice  and 
(especially)  misogyny  have  played  a  part  in 
public  health  policy,  from  the  battle  to  close 
down  New  Orlean's  renowned  red-light  dis- 
trict, Storyville,  during  World  War  I,  to  the 
present  controversy  surrounding  San  Fran- 
cisco's bathhouses. 

Steve  B  Mizel,  professor  of  immunology  at 
Pennsylvania  State  University,  and  science 
writer  Peter  Jarel  join  forces  to  describe  the 
workings  of  the  immune  system,  in  their  In 
Self-I)efense(Harcourt  Brace  Jovanoviich, 
$l.'i.9.S  US).  By  trying  to  learn  the  chemical 
"language"  manoeuvering  such  clcmenis  as 
the  Tlymphocytc  cell,  they  say,  immunologists 
hope  eventually  to  exploit  the  system  to  pre- 
vent and  control  disease. 

Meanwhile,  AIDS  makes  an  off-putting 
appearance  in  Dan  I. ewandowski's  comedy 
novel  Worth  Winning,  which  is  to  receive 
major  promotion  troni  its  publisher  William 
Morrow  this  month.  Successful,  handsome 
and  sensitive  Taylor  Worth  bets  best  friend 
Ned  ih;ti  he  can  convince  three  women  to 
marry  him  in  (he  next  three  months.  He  wins. 


Stories  to  come. 

Slate,  the  latest  in  a  series  which  in- 
cludes Vermilion  and  Cobalt  and  their 
main  cast  of  characters,  i,s  somewhat 
longer  but  a  much  easier  read.  It's  a  slick, 
fiipply  written,  plotless  book,  consisting 
of  a  series  of  startling  events  which  end  in 
a  startling  revelation  which  could  only  be 
foreseen  by  reading  the  book  backwards. 
It's  a  murder  mystery  without  any  clues, 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  is  patently  unfair. 
The  characters  each  have  a  set  of  Kwik 
Identi-Kit  quirks  and  are  sporadically, 
but  not  consistently,  witty.  It's  the 
smoke-and-mirrors  school  of  writing,  but 
with  slightly  tarnished  mirrors  and  a  lot 
of  perfume  in  the  smoke. 

Both  books  obviously  qualify  as  brain- 
less escapist  fiction.  So  why  did  they  give 
me  a  headache? 

With  both  books,  it's  a  matter  of  atti- 
tude, but  in  different  ways.  Slate  is  a 
rather  naive  book,  written  as  if  gay  libera- 
tion were  either  something  which  had 
already  been  accomplished  or  which  had 
never  existed  at  all.  It  takes  place  in  a 
strange  world  where  oppression  and  pre- 
judice do  not  exist.  This  is  made  possible 
by  the  elimination  of  any  straight  charac- 
ters, leaving  everybody  to  go  about  their 
blissful  gay  ways.  And  despite  murder 
and  intrigue,  they  are  remarkably  bliss- 
ful. The  attitude  of  Slate  and  its  charac- 
ters is  that  of  ghettoism  taken  to  its  ex- 
treme. Ghettos  are  not  without  their 
assets,  but  they  can  also  create  a  false  and 
dangerous  sense  of  security.  If  we  live  in 
ghettos  and  work  in  ghettos  and  play  in 
ghettos,  we  can  begin  to  forget  that  there 
is,  beyond  our  splendid  isolation,  a  world 
which  still  has  to  be  confronted. 

The  attitude  of  Sweet  Dreams  also 
comes  from  isolationism,  but  it's  the  ex- 
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but  learns  that  one  of  the  women  is  pregnant, 
another  has  walked  out  on  her  husband,  and 
the  other  is  dying  of  AIDS.  It's  all  a  joke 
though  —  the  women  have  found  out  about 
the  bet  and  are  getting  their  revenge. 

Gay  Liberation  In  the  KIghties,  by  Jamie 
Gough  and  Mike  Macnair,  links  gay  liberation 
to  socialism,  and  provides  "a  programme  for 
change  which  would  ensure  that  gay  people 
and  heterosexuals  are  no  longer  separate  and 
opposed  groups"  (£4.95  from  Pluto  Press, 
The  Works,  1()5A  Torriano  Ave,  I  ondon. 
England  NWS  2RX).  Homophobia:  An  Over- 
view is  Number  10  in  the  Research  on  Homo- 
sexuality Book  Series.  Editor  .lohn  P  lieC'ccco 
has  put  together  "the  largest  collection  of  arti- 
cles on  homophobia  published  to  date,"  inclu- 
ding theoretical  analyses,  applied  research  and 
a  comprehensive,  annotated  bibliography  of 
federal  publications  relating  to  homosexuality 
($24.95  US  from  [he  Haworth  Press,  28  East 
22nd  Si,  New  York,  NY  lfK)10). 


Biography 


Yes,  the  subject  of  Menlove:  The  l.ifc  of  John 
Menlovc  Kdwards  was  gay,  and  in  fact  he 


act  opposite  of  Slate's.  A  world  beyond 
the  one  we  have  made  for  ourselves  is  ac- 
knowledged to  exist  —  and  it's  a  relent- 
lessly hostile  one.  Why?  Because  of  them, 
because  of  the  straights.  Sweet  Dreams 
takes  the  us /them  mentality  which  isola- 
tionism breeds  and  exploits  it  to  its  full- 
est.  I  f  gay  is  Good ,  t hen  straight  must  be 
Bad.  Here,  straight  is  not  only  bad,  it  is 
aggressively  evil.  Does  this  sound  famili- 
ar? It  fits  neatly  into  the  Reagan  world- 
view  in  which  we  (nice,  clean-living  Am- 
ericans) are  good  and  they  (practically 
everybody  else  who  doesn't  want  to  be 
just  like  the  American  ideal)  are  evil  and 
must  be  continually  guarded  against,  if 
not  actively  sought  out  and  destroyed. 

It  seems  very  American  of  Sweet 
Dreams  to  have  a  lone  vigilante  fighting 
against  injustice  —  with  apparently  limit- 
less technical  and  monetary  resources  be- 
hind him.  The  book  does  make  sense  in 
places:  at  one  point  a  group  of  hustlers 
organize  to  protect  themselves  and  their 
right  to  their  own  lives.  But  this  gets  sub- 
verted by  the  vengefulness  of  the  rest  of 
the  story.  Yes,  we  as  gay  people  have  suf- 
fered indignity,  violence  and  death  at  the 
hands  of  straight  members  of  society.  But 
where  is  the  wisdom  in  replying  with  equal 
intolerance,  insanity  and  destruction? 

Maybe  it's  too  much  to  expect  such 
lightweight  books  to  carry  even  a  little  of 
the  burden  of  reality.  But  somehow,  I 
suspect  that  many  readers  of  Slate  will 
think  that  it  is  possible  to  live  totally 
within  a  ghetto  insulated  from  the  rest  of 
society.  If  such  a  ghetto  seems  blissful,  it 
is  a  bliss  born  of  ignorance.  Sweet 
Dreams  over-simplifies  in  the  opposite 
direction,  ending  up  a  strange  gay/New 
Right  hybrid.  It's  vision  is  not  a  dream, 
but  a  nightmare.       David  Vereschagin  ^ 


preached  tolerance  of  homosexuality  when  it 
was  still  very  illegal  in  Britain.  Born  in  1910, 
Edwards  gained  fame  through  his  hobby  of 
mountain  climbing,  documenting  his  adven- 
tures in  poetry  and  essays.  He  was  also  a  psy- 
chiatrist who  publicly  took  issue  with  the 
teachings  of  Freud,  and  Jim  Perrin's  bio- 
graphy (Victor  Gollancz,  $29.95)  describes 
how  this  and  other  aspects  of  Edwards'  deter- 
mined nonconformity  eventually  led  to  des- 
perate isolation,  and  suicide  in  1958. 

A  nice  complement  to  his  1982  Cary  Grant: 
Comedy  and  Male  Desire,  7"BP contributor 
Andrew  Britton's  Katharine  Hepburn:  The 
Thirties  and  After  is  now  available,  for  £6.95 
from  Tyneside  Cinema,  10/12  Pilgrim  St,  New- 
castle upon  Tyne,  NEl  60G,  England.  The 
monograph  rejects  "recent  attempts  to  canon- 
ise (Hepburn)  as  an  All-American  institution, 
whose  very  exceptionalism  reassuringly  con- 
firms the  norms  of  femininity,"  proposing  in- 
stead that  her  films  challenged  accepted  ideas 
about  class,  female  sexuality  and  women's  role 
in  society.  Also  of  interest  to  film  buffs  will  be 
Rebecca  Bell-Metereau's  Hollywood  Andro- 
gyny (Columbia  University  Press,  $24.95), 
which  examines  250  American  films  involving 
cross-dressing  and  sex  role  reversals. 

Lawrence  Grobel's  Conversations  With 
Capote  (New  American  Library,  $18.95)  pro- 
claims itself  as  "the  final,  definitive  inter- 
view" with  the  notorious  author  of  In  Cold 
Blood  and  Breakfast  ai  Tiffany's.  Two  Ten- 
nessee Williams  biographies  appear  in  April, 
Donald  Spoto's  The  Kindness  of  Strangers 
(Little,  Brown,  $19.95  US),  which  will  include 
much  material  from  the  journals  and  letters 
of  Williams'  mother,  and  Tennessee:  Cr>  of 
the  Heart  (Doubleday.  $17.95  US),  an  inti- 
mate memoir  of  Williams'  last  years  by  close 
friend  Dotson  Rader. 

(Williams  fans  might  also  note  thai  the  first 
paperback  edition  of  his  last  full-length 
novel.  Moise  and  the  World  of  Reason,  has 
been  issued  by  Britain's  gay  publishing  house. 
Brilliance  Hooks,  14  Clerkenwell  Green,  Lon- 
don, ECl.  The  book  opens  with  Moise.  an  ec- 
centric artist,  throwing  a  parts  to  declare  her 
withdrawal  from  "the  world  of  reason  ") 

John  \llee 
\otc:  U  hen  ordering  hooks  hy  mail,  plcaw  in- 
clude SI  per  hook  for  postage  and  handlwu. 
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A  lost  piece  of  ourselves  from  1935 


For  a  number  of  years,  Naiad  Press  has 
been  re-issuing  lesbian  classics  by  1950s 
writers  such  as  Ann  Bannon,  Valerie 
Taylor  and  Claire  Morgan.  Recently 
Naiad  reached  even  further  back  into  les- 
bian herstory  to  find  Gale  Wilhelm's  We 
Too  Are  Drifting,  first  published  by  Ran- 
dom House  in  1935. 

The  story  line  of  We  Too  Are  Drifting 
is  simple  enough:  Jan  Morale,  a  well- 
known  San  Francisco  artist,  must  find  a 
way  to  incite  her  married  lover,  the  cling- 
ing and  unpleasant  Madeline,  to  leave  her 
so  she'll  be  free  to  court  the  young  and 
beautiful  Victoria.  The  writing  itself  is 
truly  of  its  period,  elegant  with  artifice, 
and  with  characters  wrapped  in  a  hazy, 
dream-like  atmosphere  of  passion  and 
temperament.  For  the  contemporary 
reader,  accustomed  to  instant  identifica- 
tion and  a  tell-all  narrative,  this  book  will 
be  a  shock.  However,  once  pulled  into 
the  novel's  haunting  play  of  nuance  and 
poetic  language,  one  is  trapped  until  the 
final  page. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  aspect  of 
We  Too  Are  Drifting  is  the  context  sur- 
rounding the  novel.  It  was  published  only 
seven  years  after  the  scandal  surrounding 
the  British  publication  and  subsequent 
banning  of  Radclyffe  HaU's  The  Well  of 
Loneliness.  With  this  in  mind,  one  can 
only  speculate  how  We  Too  Are  Drifting, 
which  speaks  candidly  and  positively  of 
love  between  women,  must  have  been  re- 
ceived by  Depression-weary  America. 
One  can  also  speculate  about  how  this 
novel  will  be  received  by  a  lesbian  au- 
dience in  the  1980s.  Jan  Morale  is  certain- 
ly not  a  feminist  —  how  could  she  be? 
While  there  is  a  wonderful  androgynous 
quality  to  both  her  looks  and  her  manner, 
her  identification  with  men  is  sure  and 
she  wears  it  well.  I  am  willing  to  guess 
that  contemporary  readers  will  find  fault 
with  the  fact  that  Jan  poses  nude  for  her 
friend  Kletkin,  but  refuses  to  take  any 
credit  for  the  sculpture  he  creates  from 
her  likeness.  Also,  Jan's  distaste  for  most 
of  the  minor  female  characters  in  the  nov- 
el is  obvious.  This  is  where  the  context  of 
the  novel  becomes  essential;  Jan  Morale's 
isolation  is  extreme  and  she  takes  her 
comforts  where  she  can  find  them.  Les- 
bians of  the  last  two  decades,  perhaps 
somewhat  sheltered  by  much-deserved 
lesbian-only  spaces,  greater  public  aware- 
ness and  a  solid  network  of  lesbian  sup- 
port groups,  will  have  difficulty  under- 
standing the  alienation  that  must  have 
been  paramount  in  the  lives  of  women 
such  as  Gale  Wilhelm.  Judgments  of  the 
political  validity  of  characters  like  Jan 
Morale  cannot  be  made  with  any  degree 
of  fairness.  What  is  important  is  that  Jan 
Morale  and  her  elevated,  romantic  life  is 
fascinating,  and  1  for  one  am  willing  to 
lay  down  all  my  tidy,  time-bound  political 
standards  if  that  is  what's  necessary  to 
understand  this  character  on  her  terms,  in 
her  own  time. 

Part  of  the  feiscination  of  We  Too  Are 
Drifting  is  a  result  of  publisher  Barbara 
Grier's  own  probing  research  into  lesbian 
literary  herstory.  In  her  introductory  pro- 
file of  the  author,  Grier  states  that  if  Gale 
Wilhelm  is  still  alive,  she  will  turn  77  this 
month.  It  is  known  that  her  lover,  Helen 
Hope  Rodolph  Page,  died  in  1967  or 
1968,  and  at  that  time  Wilhelm  was  living 


in  the  San  Francisco  area.  Even  readers 
only  slightly  interested  in  lesbian  research 
cannot  help  being  sparked  by  Grier, 
whose  investigations  make  us  realize  that 
our  herstory  is  a  huge  and  jumbled  pic- 
ture puzzle,  and  that  we  must  seek  out  all 
the  missing  pieces  before  we  can  under- 
stand the  whole  picture.  In  the  fall  of 
1985,  Naiad  plans  to  release  Torchlight  to 
Valhalla,  another  novel  by  Gale  Wilhelm, 


Where  is  she  now?  Gale  Wilhelm  (right) 
with  Helen  Hope  Rudolph  Page  in  1939 

and  there  are  hints  that,  at  that  time 
more  information  about  the  author  may 
be  revealed. 

Still,  even  if  all  we  ever  know  about 
Gale  Wilhelm  is  the  scant  bit  of  biograph- 
ical material  already  uncovered,  and  a  list 
of  a  few  of  her  works,  or  if  we  find  out 
that  she  has  indeed  passed  away  and 
taken  with  her  all  that  she  knew  of  a  time 
in  lesbian  herstory  —  a  time  of  which  we 
know  so  little  —  the  re-publication  of  We 
Too  Are  Drifting  and  the  forthcoming 
Torchlight  to  Valhalla  is  a  monumental 
accomplishment.  For  in  reclaiming  these 
books.  Naiad  Press  has  rescued  Gale  Wil- 
helm from  obscurity  and  placed  her  writ- 
ings back  in  the  hands  of  lesbian  readers, 
thus  giving  a  lost  piece  of  ourselves  back 
tous.D 


We  Too  Are  Drifting,  by  Gale  Wilhelm. 
The  Naiad  Press,  Box  10543,  Tallahasee, 
FL  32302.  $6.95  VS. 
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''We  are  right  to  insist  that 

gay  liberation  is  about 

sexuality.  But  if  s  also  more 

broadly  about  how  we  live. 

Political  issues  about  our 

bodies  and  pleasures  can 

easily  lead  to  issues  about 

the  kinds  of  households  we 

create  for  ourselves." 


Your  place  &  mine 

continued  from  page  35 

Grieg's  play  The  Dear  Love  of  Com- 
rades, first  produced  in  England  by  Gay 
Sweatshop  Theatre  (itself  part  of  the 
same  urban  gay  cultural  movement  in 
London  that  Castells  describes  for  San 
Francisco). 

The  action  of  The  Dear  Love  of  Com- 
rades happens  near  Sheffield,  Englemd  in 
the  1890s.  It  uses  the  familiar  Utopian 
theme  of  the  entrapment  of  the  city  con- 
trasted with  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  rural  living  —  specifically,  of  Edward 
Carpenter's  country  household,  Mill- 
thorpe.  As  one  would  expect  in  the  1890s, 
much  of  the  play  has  to  do  with  coming 
out  to  oneself:  accepting  homosexuality 
not  as  a  theory  or  as  politics  (Carpenter 
was  quite  good  at  that),  but  as  a  practice. 
The  relationship  between  the  strong  soci- 
alist and  anarchist  movements  of  the 
1890s  and  sexual  politics  spins  itself  out. 
Two  of  the  men  to  whom  Carpenter  is  at- 
tached also  have  attachments  to  women, 
and  there  are  severe  problems  of  jealousy. 
In  fact,  the  problems  of  class,  gender, 
sexuality,  jealousy  and  urban  living  are 
never  solved  in  the  play.  The  menage 
breaks  up  and  Carpenter  is  left  with  his 
working-cla.ss  lover  George  Merrill,  the 
one  member  of  the  household  whose  ac- 
tions are  based  on  unselfconscious  prac- 
tice rather  than  on  theory.  "Lucy  says 
I'm  the  only  one  around  here,"  George 
notes,  "who  can  pick  up  a  broom  with- 
out it  being  a  political  gesture." 

Guy  Davenport's  book  is  an  imagina- 
tive revision  of  Fourier's  ideas.  Apples 
and  Pears  is  a  homoerotic  Utopia,  with 
the  focus  changed  from  "gay  sex"  to 


households  that  are  genuinely  free  places 
for  young  people,  with  sex  for  boys  and 
girls  almost  wholly  taken  for  granted. 

The  boys  washing  socks,  underpants, 
jerseys,  under  Sander's  demanding  super- 
vision. A  swim.  In  radiant  late  afternoon 
sun  on  the  porch  of  the  cabin,  coffee  for 
me  and  Sander.  In  jeans,  with  the  fly  left 
unzipped,  characteristically,  his  signature; 
the  boys  naked. 

The  whole  book  is  written  in  these  short 
paragraphs  and  it  makes  difficult  reading 
at  times.  But  it  is  a  beautiful  book,  and 
filled  with  Davenport's  quite  erotic  draw- 
ings. The  narrator  is  writing  a  book  about 
Fourier.  He  takes  care  of  Sander,  a  dis- 
turbed teenager,  by  taking  him  away 
from  the  city  to  an  island  where  they 
build  a  cabin  together.  Sander's  sister 
comes  to  join  them  there  (brother  and 
sister,  like  apples  and  pears).  They  are 
then  visited  by  Hans  and  Jan,  two  young 
boys  who  are  not  gay  but  who  have  a  lot 
of  fun  masturbating  each  other.  The 
characters  slip  in  and  out  of  each  other's 
clothes,  they  swap  things,  have  sex,  share 
a  big,  soft  sweater. 

They  move  back  to  Amsterdam, 
where  there  are  restrictions.  The  house- 
hold has  a  new  friend,  Joris,  who  is  gay. 
Hans  and  Jan  must  respect  that:  he  can 
be  hurt  by  their  playing  around.  The 
house  adopts  a  street  kid  called  Wolfgang, 
who  is  washed  and  clothed  and  fed.  It  is 
not  easy  to  move  the  Utopian  household 
from  the  island  cabin  back  to  the  city. 
But  the  household  does  survive.  As  odd 
households  often  do. 
• 
We  are  right  to  insist  that  gay  liberation  is 
about  sexuality.  But  it  is  also  more  broad- 
ly about  how  we  live.  Political  issues 
about  our  bodies  and  pleasures  easily  lead 
to  issues  about  the  kinds  of  households 
we  create  for  ourselves.  Housing  inevitab- 
ly involves  us  in  grassroots  urban  politics. 

Against  the  conservative  ideology  of 
"the  family,"  we  must  insist  that  the  ac- 
tual practice  is  one  of  many  different 
kinds  of  households.  A  first  step  is  to 
rewrite  the  impossible  Utopias  which  we 
have  inherited:  the  beguinage,  the  spirit 
of  the  Paris  Commune,  of  Charles  Four- 
ier and  our  own  Edward  Carpenter.  D 

The  City  and  the  Grassroots  by  Manuel  Castells. 
University  of  California  Press.  $29. 95  US 

The  Dear  Love  of  Comrades  by  Noel  Grieg,  in  TWo 
Gay  Sweatshop  Plays.  Gay  Men 's  Press  (Box  247, 
London  NI5  6R  W,  England).  $5.50  US. 
Apples  and  Pears  by  Guy  Davenport.  North  Point 
Press  (850  Talbot  A  ve,  Berkeley,  CA  94706).  $20  US. 


Show  You  Hear 

Among  my  people 

it  is  rude 

to  listen  to  another 

without  making  noises 

of  acknowledgement. 

a  famous  anthropologist 

now  deceased 

said  the  invention 

of  the  boat 

started  race  prejudice. 

it  is  rude 

to  listen  to  this  silently. 

The  world  says 

a  "real"  woman 

has  gratefully  accepted 

some  man's  vision 

of  herself. 

i  am  lesbian. 

make  a  noise 

of  acknowledgement . 

Tcrri  Jewell ' 

Terri  Jewell  i.i  "a  30-yr.  -old  Black  dyke 

pod"  who  lives  in  I  oiiisville.  Kcnliwk  v. 


This  pizza  palace  at  Chutxh  &  Wellesley, 
(Italian-style  bistro)  offers  a  piano  lounge 
with  an  intimate  and  friendly  atmosphere. 


^i2:z^^^^^ 


Monday-Thursday,  1 1:30-  I  am 
Friday-Saturday,  1 1 :30  -  2  am 
Sunday,  noon  -  midnight 
FULLY  LICENCED 

Entertainment: 

March  18- 30:  Matt  Segriff 

Sunday  brunch  pianist:  Marty  Butler 

Cocktail  pianist:  Peter  Chabanowich 


Take-out  and  delivery  available  from  4  pm 
439-0000  •  562  Church  St  (at  Wellesley) 
Toronto  •  961-2204  (for  reservations  info) 
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GAY 
ROOMMATES 

SHARE  YOUR  SPACE 

&  SAVE  $ 

NEED  A  PLACE? 

CITY- WIDE 
ROOMMATES 

964-7064 

WEEKDAYS  9-8,  SAT  12-4 
TORONTO  -  MISSISSAUGA 

LOW  FEE!  QUICK!  GUARANTEED! 


VANESSA  AV\GNESS 

B.A.S.  (Finance) 

member  of  the  C.I.C.A.M. 


Tax  Services 

Small  Business 

Bookkeeping 

& 
Accounting 


368-1365 

office  in  downtown  Toronto 


R.  Douglas  Elliot,  B.A.,  LL.B. 

Barrister  &Solititor 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  his  office  to: 

65  Queen  Street  West,  Suite  805 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5H  2M5 

(416)  865-9890. 


Office  hours:  9  am  to  5  pm 

Evening  and  weekend  appointments  available 


Initial  consultation:  $20 
Onparlefran^ais 


Harvey  Mallnsky 

Offering  personal  real  esfate 
services  to  our  community 

Is  now 
associated  with 

DUNHILL 

Real  Esfate  and 
Insurance  Brokers  Limited 

One  of  Toronfo's 
fasfesf -growing  and 
dynamic  firms 
specializing  in 
•  Residential 
•  Commercial 
•  Industrial 
properties. 

484  Parliament  Street 

Toronto.  Ontario  M4X  1P2 

(416)967-6901 


Dr.  Wfllem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED 
PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in 

individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44 

Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale 
according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 
Telephone  962-5328. 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


NEED  SHORT— TERM  SPACE?  Basics  in  own 
room,  share  central  townhouse.  Aware  person,  open 

and  responsible.  Tom,  967-0430. 

1/2/3  bedroom  luxury  apartments.  Utilities  included . 
$400  and  up.  Immediately.  698-8857. 

RIVERDALE  SOUTH.  Renovated.  2-level, 
2-bedroom  duplex.  Open  concept  living,  dining  and 
kitchen.  Skylight.  Frost-free  fridge.  Central  vacuum. 
Cedar  deck.  Street  parking.  No  pets.  Non-smokers. 
Available  April  15.  $750.  461-1083. 

GAY  MALE  PROFESSIONAL  looking  for  same  to 
share  huge  downtown  luxury  2-bedroom, 
2-bathroom,  den,  parking.  $558  inclusive.  May  I. 
591-6744. 

BROADVIEW/DANFORTH.  Modern  2-bedroom 
detached  house  on  two  levels.  Open  concept,  washer, 
dryer,  dishwasher,  cable,  wall-to-wall  broadloom, 
parking  and  steps  to  Broadview  subway.  Available 
June  1.  $800  per  month  plus  small  amount  for 
utilities.  Call  461-1666. 

RENOVATED  1 -BEDROOM  apartment  in  a  Vic- 
torian house.  Hardwood  floors,  bay  window, 
fireplace,  parking,  laundry  facilities.  Dundas  & 
Dovercourt  area.  $425/month  plus  heating. 
Available  April  1.  Call  535-0754  after  7  and 
weekends. 

BLOOR-BATHURST  AREA.  Two  furnished  rooms 
for  rent  in  gay  home.  Large  bedroom  $55/week,  bed- 
sitting  room  $65/week.  Cable  tv,  phone  and  kitchen 
privileges  incl.  535-2294. 

SPECTACULAR  NEW-YORKISH  RENO. 
$227,700.  In  the  heart  of  historic  Cabbagetown. 
Floor  to  ceiling  white  marble  fireplace,  huge,  bright, 
ultra-modern  kitchen,  stained  glass,  central  vac,  in- 
tercom, wet  bar,  step-up  bath  with  Jacuzzi,  sky-light, 
private  deck,  finished  basement,  lane-way  and  park- 
ing. This  showpiece  must  be  seen.  Please  call  Louis 
Buzelli,  769-3300.  Future  1  Real  Estate  Ltd. 

WANTED:  WOMEN-IDENTIFIED-WOMEN  to 
live  in  an  all-women's  co-op,  owned  and  managed  by 
member-residents  in  downtown  Toronto.  One  and 
two-bedrooms  available.  For  information  call 
925-2475  ext.  3370. 

KIPLING  SUBWAY.  Require  male  25-35  to  share 
large  older  home  with  gay  man,  straight  woman  and 
Old  English  sheepdog.  Phone  Gary,  233-0518  after 
6pm. 


TRAVEL 


GAY  BED  &  BREAKFAST  GUIDE 

NEW  WORLD  DIRECTORY  being  prepared.  Join 
in  on  a  European  tradition  and  meet  new  people  & 
make  new  friends.  For  inclusion  in  the  first  edition 
send  name,  address  or  phone  together  with  $10.  Free 
directory  with  every  listing. 

SEAJAY  ENTERPRIZES 
BOX  624,  STATION  F,  TORONTO,  M4Y  2L8 
Readers  who  would  like  a  copy  at  a  special  pre- 
published  price,  send  $5  together  with  name  &  ad- 
dress. Others  who  are  interested  once  it  is  published 
send  SAE. 

BEACH  FRONT  Roman  Beach  Apts.  Oistintown 
Barbados  West  Indies.  Phone  809-42-87635.  Sum- 
mer. Two  persons.  One  night  $20-45  US.  All 
Welcome. 

MOUNTAIN  RETREAT 

YEAR  ROUND  BED  and  breakfast  inn  in  New 
Hampshire's  White  Mountains  on  100  private  scenic 
acres.  The  Highland  Inn  offers  a  peaceful  and  relax- 
ing setting,  charming  rooms  with  private  baths,  lovely 
common  areas,  fresh  flowers,  antiques.  Fireplace, 
library,  large  swimming  pool  at  the  Inn.  Great  hiking, 
canoeing,  fishing  and  antiquing  nearby.  Mid-week 
discounts.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  Box  118P, 
Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)869-3978. 


FORT  LAUDERDALE,  FLORIDA 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the 
LAUDERDALE  MANOR  300ft.  from 

our  beautiful  beach.  Party  at  the 

world-fannous  Marlin  Beach  Hotel 
next  door  and  come  back  to  a  quiet 
and  friendly  atmosphere.  Modestly 
priced  hotel  rooms,  efficiencies  and 
apartments  with  color  TV.  New  pool 
in  our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ.  Call 

or  write  Lauderdale  Manor  Motel, 

2926  Valencia  St,  Fort  Lauderdale, 

Fla  33316.  Tel:  (305)  463-3385 


SERVICES 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 


BEAUTY  SALON  FOR  DOGS 

1519  O'Connor  Drive 

for  appointments  call:  759-9427 

Tues.-Sat.,  7:30  ann.  to  6  pm. 


FREE  ASTROLOGICAL  INFORMATION  upon 
request.  No  obligation.  Astrognosy,  11  Yorkville 
Ave,  Suite  608,  Toronto,  Ont  M4W  1L3  or  call 
961-5812. 

FROM  AS  LITTLE  AS  $30  a  week  you  can  have  your 
house  cleaned  and  organized,  to  having  your  laundry 
done.  Reliable  and  honest  with  good  references.  Call 
Heather  at  968-9419.  PS  I  do  windows  and  yes,  walk 
the  dog. 

PROFESSIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHER 

PORTRAITS  of  you  and  /  or  your  lover,  nudes,  port- 
folios, fashion,  art  copy  work,  and  other  assign- 
ments. Photographed  on  location.  Inquiries:  Clive 
Pyne  Photography,  694-5335. 

ABALON  STUDIO,  767  THE  QUEENSWAY. 
Electrolysis,  waxing,  manicure,  pedicure  and  make- 
up. For  appointment  call  255-6817.  25%  off  any 
number  of  appointments  from  February  15-March 
31.     

DIAL  YOUR  MATCH 

USING  YOUR  HOME  COMPUTER!  1  (204) 
949- 1 100  4  pm-9  am  est  daily,  service  now  available  by 
mail.  For  information,  write  to:  Dial  Your  Match  N" 
187  DEPT  TBP  PO  Box  1992  Winnipeg,  Manitoba. 
R3C3R3. 


RIk  Ruiter,  B.A.,  M.Div. 

Individual,  Couple,  Family  Therapist 

151  Robinson  St,  Hamilton,  ON  L8P  1Z6 

(416)  527-5610 


Richard  Taylor 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 

469  Queen  Street  East 
Toronto,  Ont.  MSA  119 

(416)  364-1996  Off. 
(416)  698-5605  Res. 

Free  initial  consultation 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille     364-5356 

258  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ont.  MSA  3A4 


Agent  for  Atlas  Van  Lines 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

Concert  instruments 

are  tuned  before  each 

performance. 

The  average  home  piano 

languishes  unattended. 

Call  me. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  St,  Toronto 
967-6653 
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Business 
Reply  Mail 

No  postage  stamp 
necessary  if  mailed 
in  Canada 

Postage  will  be  paid  by 


THE  BODY  POLITIC 

Box  7289,  Station  A 
TORONTO  Ontario 
M5W  9Z9 


One  year.  Save  $5.05. 
Two  years?  Save  $13.00! 
Sounds  good  to  me! 

That's  what  a  subscription  to  The  Body  PoHtic  means. 

You  can  pay  as  Httle  as  $1 .46  per  copy  —  guaranteed  for  the  next  two  years. 

And  you'll  never  miss  an  issue  —  we  guarantee  that  too. 

So  guarantee  yourself  some  great  reading  —  order  your  subscription  today! 

DBill  me  for  a  one-year  subscription  at  just  $18.95  (foreign,  $18.95  U.S.) 
DDouble  my  saving!  Bill  me  for  two  years  at  $35.00  (foreign,  $35.00  U.S.) 
n Payment  enclosed.  DFirst  class  (add  $8.75  to  1-year  or  $17.50  to  2-year  rate) 

DMrDMs    _^_^ 

Address 

City Prov  /State Code 


In  Canada,  just  drop  this  in  the  mail.  No  postage  is  necessary.  EC  1 2 


SIMCOE  COUNTY  Bisexual  Introduction  Service: 
Discreet  friendship  in  your  area.  Over  300  members, 
single,  married.  Donation  of  $25  per  12  months.  Non- 
profit.   Bo.\    875,    Barrie,    Ontario,    L4M    4Y6. 

ONE-MAN  DELIVERY  SERVICE 

DAILY  DELIVERY  and  small  items.  Please  book  at 
least  one  day  ahead.  PO  Box  983,  Adelaide  St  Stn., 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5C  2K4. 

COUNSELLING:  PERSONAL,  GROUP,  career. 
Bored?  Frustrated?  Confused?  Depressed?  Call  Peter 
Scargall,  at  424-4554. 


BUY/SELL 


THERE'S  A  BOOK  BEHIND  THIS  magazine.  Lon- 
don's Gay  News  cal\ed  it  "spectacular."  New  York's 
Village  Voice  said  "The  clarity  and  drive... engage 
any  generous  intelligence."  The  book  is  called  f/<7«n- 
ling  ii!  A  decade  of  gay  journalism  from  The  Body 
Politic.  It's  yours  for  $8.95  plus  $1 .00  for  postage  and 
handling.  Order  the  book  that  Christopher  Street 
called  "a  pleasure  to  read. ..so  well  edited  that  it 
becomes  a  document  of  the  first  decade  of  gay  libera- 
tion." Send  $9.95  today  to  Flaunting  It ! ,  PO  Box  639, 
Sin  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1H2. 

TOP  MONEY  PAID  FOR  GOOD  used  feminist  /  les- 
bian  oriented  books  or  magazines.  Call  535-2824. 
Evenings. 


BOOKS 


WE  PAY  CASH 

WE  PAY  CASH  for  used  gay  magazines  in  good  con- 
dition. Orion  Books,  544  Yonge  Street,  Toronto, 
Ont.,  M4Y  1Y8.  Tel.  923-5537. 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteers  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer 
counselling  and  information  phone  line.  Should 
possess  a  mature  attitude,  common  sense  and  em- 
pathy. Phone  TAG  at  964-6600. 


MUSICIANS-SINGERS 

Join  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of 
Toronto's  baroque 
instrumental  ensemble 
or  choir. 
Phone  536-2848 


WORK 


Realisateur  film  video  cassette  (gays)  recheche  un 
mecene  ou  un  co-producteur  interesse  benefice  pour 
distribeur  film  gay  BCBG  typiquement  Francais  dans 
votre  pays.  Possibilite  egalement  d'acheter  le  master 
40.000FF  et  de  tirer  le  nombre  que  vous  souhaiter  de 
K7  et  de  les  revendre.  Ecrire  Directement  chez  le 
Realisateur:  Serge  Pourteau  "La  Palmeraie"  12,  Bd 
Carnpt  06130  Grasse/France. 

RESPONSIBLE  EAGER  INTELLIGENT 
STUDENT,  URBAN  PLANNING,  seeks  most  any 
paid  summer  employment.  Good  with  people, 
familiar  with  computers,  graphics,  organized  and 
hard  working.  Available  May  1.  David.  Drawer 
F069. 

A  NEW  LESBIAN  NIGHTCLUB  needs  kitchen 
help,  bar-women,  waitresses,  DJs  and  bouncers.  In- 
terested women  should  forward  a  resume  to  Drawer 
F083. 

A  NEW  LESBIAN  NIGHTCLUB  is  opening  soon. 
We  need  erotic  lesbian  dancers  to  entertain  our  com- 
pletely female  clientele.  Enthusiasm  is  more  impor- 
tant than  employment  experience.  For  further  infor- 
mation, reply  to  Drawer  F083. 

UNIVERSITY  STUDENT,  MALE  21  seeks  summer 
employment.  Hard-working  and  reliable.  Will  do  a 
wide  variety  of  jobs.  PO  BOX  143,  486  Evans 
Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario  M8W  2T7. 


GROUPS 


BABIES,  DADDIES.  MOMMIES  wanted  for  diaper 
club  newsletter.  Pictures,  stories,  suppliers.  For  more 
details  write  P  O  Box  926,  Vancouver  BC  V6G  2N7. 

LONDON  AREA.  Looking  for  cycle-tourists  and 
other  bicycle  enthusiasts.  Let's  get  together  and 
organize  day  trips  and  weekends  for  the  summer. 
Send  information  to  PO  Box  8083,  Sub  41 ,  London, 
Ontario  N6Ci  2BO   No  money  involved. 

MESSAGES 

EDUCATOR /RESEARCHER  needs  firsthand  ac- 
counts of  corporal  punishment  in  schools  and  institu- 
tions. Will  share  survey  results  with  respondents.  J.  D. 
537  Jones  St.  N°3905.  San  Francisco,  Ca.  94102. 

PETERBOROUGH  AND  THE  KAWARTHAS 
DAN(  I.  SATURDAY  MAR(  H  2.  9PM  Sponsored 
by  GITP  (Gays  and  Lesbians  of  Trent  and  Pclcrbor 
ough).  Licenced,  admission  $3  at  ihc  Peterborough 
Sports  Palace,  370A  Water  St,  Peterborough.  There 
are  also  drop-ins,  rap  groups,  and  a  gay  AA  meeting 
at  the  GLTP  Centre.  For  more  information  call 
GLTP  at  (705)  742-6229. 

tlfslU^D  NIPPLES^" 

IF  YOU'RF  IN  I  ()  UK  .Ills  and  juicy  nipples,  wruc 
for  monthly  ncwslciicr  with  ads  to:  Edenitc,  PO  BOX 
515.  South  Bcloil,  Illinois.  61080. 


MODELS/ESCORTS 

TORONTO 

"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males.  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort/model  services.  922-2089. 

TORONTO  ESCORTS  AND  MODELS 
FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5'  1 1 "  1 70,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as  es- 
cort and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  531-6976. 

HANDSOME,  CLEAN  CUT 

YOUNG  MALE  AVAILABLE  to  the  discerning 
man.  Discreet  and  hot.  Daniel  964-2826. 

WHEN  ONLY  THE  BEST  WILL  DO 

TALENTED,  FRIENDLY,  model/escort/masseur. 
Calvin.  922-8484.  Thanks. 

AD.  TORONTO,  WM,  23  YEARS  OLD,  5'8"  140 
lbs,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes,  to  be  personal  escort  for 
male/female.  Discretion  assured.  Phone  Laing, 
Monday  to  Thursday,  12-6,  Friday  to  Sunday,  9-9. 
(416)251-6941. 

YOUNG  BLOND  BODYBUILDER  now  available 
for  escort  work  and  private  modelling.  Call  Paul  24 
hours  860-1065. 

PHOTO  MODELS  WANTED 

MANIFEST  STUDIOS  of  California  seeks  suitable 
nude  models  during  Toronto  tour,  April  4  -  14.  Ex- 
cellent pay  to  qualified  guys  over  21.  Please  call 
366-5331. 

FULFILL  A  FANTASY  WITH  a  handsome 
unhibited  well-built  model/escort  26  5'U"  155  lb. 
Phone  921-2614.  Ask  for  Roger. 


OTTAWA 


MALE  ART  MODELS  WANTED 
OTTAWA  MALE  ART  PHOTOGRAPHER  needs 
attractive  models.  Please  send  recent  bathing  suit  or 
less  photo  and  physical  specs.  Strictly  no  porno  in- 
volved. Drawer  F039. 


FRIENDS 


TORONTO 


SPANKING 

ATTRACTIVE,  MATURE  WOMAN  will  spank  you 
in  traditional)  domestic  manner.  I  use  hand  or  hair- 
brush on  bare  bottom  as  mother  used  to  do.  In- 
terested and  generous  ladies  or  gentlemen  should  con- 
tact me.  Drawer  F016. 

PROFESSIONAL  LADY  IN  HER  60s  seeks  older 
gay  man  for  friendship  and  square-dancing.  Drawer 
FI06. 

FRIENDS:  FEMALE 


TORONTO 


BRITISH  GUY  SEEKS  CANADIAN  woman  for 
mutually  beneficial  marriage.  No  strings  attached. 
F020. 

SHARKEY  SAYS:  All  of  nature  talks  to  me.  Talk  to 
me.  Drawer  F059. 

GAY  WHITE  FEMALE,  32,  looking  for  same  over 
30  for  a  fun  relationship,  no  strings,  purely  physical. 
Promise  a  good  time.  Drawer  F095. 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GENTLEMAN  OVER  50? 

MASCULINE,  ATTRACTIVE,  EUROPEAN  male, 
34,  tall,  trim,  affectionate,  sensitive,  visiting  USA 
and  Canada  summer  85,  seeks  masculine,  warm,  car- 
ing man  over  50  for  correspondence,  visits,  hopefully 
permanent  relationship.  May  relocate  anywhere  lor 
right  person.  Please  send  detailed  letter  and  photo. 
PO  Box  427,  1000  Brussels,  Belgium. 

ITALIAN  GOOD  LOOKING  BOY  20  years  old  with 
many  interests,  sportish  type  (athlete  from 
Bodybuilding)  wants  to  have  correspondence  with 
boys  up  to  25  years  old.  Write  to:  Dino  S.,  Casella 
postale  10,  1-62100  Macerata,  ITALY. 

CANADIAN  INDIAN? 

RELATIONSHIP-ORIRNTED  GWM.  28.  wants  to 
meet  gay  Indian  man,  30  +  .  for  friendship,  weekends 
together,  maybe  more.  Southwest  Ontario  or  metro 
Detroit,  call  Scott  at  (313)  543-7359. 

ACCOMODATION  AND  EMPLOYMENT  sought 
by  young  gay  man  wishing  to  emigrate.  Fully  trilin- 
gual (Spanish,  French  and  English).  Juan  Carlos 
Lucero,  POBox  1316,  Buenos  Aires  1000,  Argentina, 
S.A. 

GAY  MEN'S  WEEK 

Friday  June  7  -  Friday  June  14,  1985 
LAURIESTON  HALL,  KIRKUDBRIGHTSHIRE, 
SCOTLAND. This  week  will  be  run  on  a  democratic 
self-help  basis  and  it  is  hoped  that  everyone  who  at- 
tends will  assist  with  facilitation  so  there  will  be  no 
split  between  "organizers"  and  Ihc  rest.  Some  ideas 
already  suggested  for  worshops  are:  housing,  media, 
(un)  employment,  health,  therapy,  creative 
writing /photography /I  heal  re /performance, 
massage /bodywork,  sexual  politics  and  political  ac- 
tion, despair  and  empowerment  in  the  Ncwkiller  Age. 
desire,  ceremony  and  cclcbralion.  For  more  informa- 
tion, write  to:  Wild  Lavender,  1  Vicar's  Road,  Leeds 
LS8  5AS,  West  Yorkshire.  ENGLAND. 


NATIONAL 


MAI  1  VIDKX  I  UB  starting.  VHS/Bela.  Reply  to 
Box  405,  Don  Mills.  ON.  M3C  2T2.  Canadians  na 
tionwidc  welcome. 


Wayne  Curl,  RMT 

Relaxation,  Therapeutic 
Massage  and  Hydrotherapy 

Treatments  available  for: 


Sprains 
Tendonitis 
Arthritis 
Muscle  Spasm 
Headaches 

(migraine) 
Wry  Neck 
High  Blood 

Pressure 
Edema 

Nerve  Lesions 
Stress  Management 


Lung  Congestion 
Menstrual 

Discomfort 
Constipation 
Sciatica 
Postural 

Deformities  (flat 

feet,  rounded 

shoulders) 
Chronic  and  Acute 

Pain 


$5.00  discount  with  this  ad 
By  appointment,  593-5014 


JohnHiggins 

Barrister  &  Solicitor 


467  Church  Street 

Toronto,  Ontario 

M4Y2C5 


Office: 
(416)968-9054 


Home: 
(416)922-6544 


Practice  restricted  to 

Corporate  &  Commercial  Law, 

Real  Estate. 

Wills  and  Estates. 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accotintini;  Services 

922-6949 


97  Muitland  Street 
Toronto  M4  >  ll£3 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

.     248  Gerrard  Street  East.  Suite  I 
Toronto.  Ontario  MSA  2G2 

Telephone  (416)  926-9806 


® 


Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1C7 

598-4922 


Cimerman 

Real  Estate  Limited  ■  Realtor 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario 
M4X  1P3 


Call 

922-5533 

BARRY  SHECTER 

TOM  McNeill 

Captivating  Cabbagetown! 

The  home  you  deserve'  Sunken  living  room 
with  a  roaring  fire  burning  Summertime  offers 
a  beautiful  landscaped  private  yard  The  2  bed- 
rooms on  the  2nd  floor  each  have  full  ensuite 
washrooms  The  3rd  floor  loft  is  truly  breath- 
taking —  a  spacious  open  room  perfect  tor 
those  quiet  evenings  at  home  There's  also  a 
finished  basement  and  parking 
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GWM,  30s,  attractive,  discreet,  seeks  encounter  with 
travellers  to  Saskatoon.  Must  be  well-endowed,  into 
Gr.A'P.  Phone  address  particulars  appreciated. 
Drawer  F109. 


VANCOUVER 


BALLS  NEED  EXTENSIVE  WORK 
BY  M.ATURE  S  with  trim  body.  In  return  will  work 
your  hard  pecs,  sensitive  nipples,  expand  your  ass. 
I'm  40,  5'ir'  140  lbs,  'stache,  (rim.  Photocopy  re- 
quested, exchanged.  Drawer  F008.  . 


EDMONTON 


LOVING  DAD  WANTS  SON/ROOMMATE 

TOP  40s  GWM  ex-Dad  will  share  affection  (and  apt 
in  towTi)  with  caring,  stable  guy  who  has  class  and 
ethics.  Similarly  friendly,  clean-shaven,  non- 
smoking, non-stud  and  healthy,  you  may  feel  secretly 
alone,  even  when  part  of  the  pack  and  want  that  to 
change.  Bring  to  our  friendship  what  you  can  share. 
Sex  alone  will  not  be  the  measure  of  our  bond. 
"Dad",  Box  9009,  STN  E,  Edmonton,  ALTA  T5P 
4K1. 


CALGARY 


FUCKBUDDIES 

FUCKBUDDIES  FOR  REGLLAR  and /or  occa- 
sional sex  wanted  by  couple.  Max  waist  32".  Discre- 
tion and  mutual  trust  a  must.  Write  Box  1002, 
Calgary.  T2P  2K4. 

NEW  IN  CALGARY.  Oriental  25.  seeks  male  20-35 
for  friendship.  Interests:  Movies,  sci-fi,  music. 
Drawer  F093. 


SOUTHERN  ONTARIO 

HEALTHY  HUNG  HORNY  PROFESSIONAL 

GWM  34  6'!"  180  lbs,  tight  trim  muscular  physique. 
Very  clean,  straight  masculine  appearance,  seeks  an 
equally  well-hung  non-promiscuous  horny  fuck  suck 
buddy.  I  travel  Niagara-Hamilton-Toronio  areas  on  a 
regular  basis.  You  are  20  to  35.  Fit,  slim  and  clean. 
Your  photo  gets  my  revealing  one.  Discretion 
assured.  Drawer  F084. 

GWM  24  5' 10"  slim,  into  sucking,  cuddling.  Seeks 
similar  discrete  friend.  Reply  to  PO  Box  9261  Stoney 
Creek,  Ontario.  L8G  3X7. 

GREY  BRUCE  AREA 
MASCULINE  YOUNG  MAN  35.  brown  hair,  green 
eyes,  185  lbs.  would  like  to  meet  same.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Drawer  F068. 

STABLE  SETTLED  PEN  FRIEND  wanted.  In- 
terests:  keeping  fit.  literature,  antiquities,  DP,  AI, 
SNA.  Drawer  F067. 

GWM.  YOUNG,  SINCERE,  diverse  interests  and 
tastes,  seeks  open-minded,  open-hearted  companion. 
I  like  everything  from  movies  to  long  walks.  Sex  is 
great.  I'm  6'  165,  25,  fit.  light  brown  shoulder  length 
hair,  bearded.  Photo  appreciated,  not  required. 
Please  reply  with  phone,  address.  Drawer  Fl  10. 


TORONTO 


ONTARIO 


OTTAWA  CPLE  INVITE  SINGLE  GUYS 
VERY  SUCCESSFUL  attractive,  virile,  older  male 
couple  invite  attractive  younger  guys,  any  race,  to 
overnite  or  weekend  at  their  river  hideaway  near  Ot- 
tawa. You  will  be  well  entertained  and  satisfied. 
Drawer  F040. 

MAN  21-24  STRAIGHT  ACTING,  trim,  gentle  and 
loving  needed  as  live-in  friend  and  worker  on  farm 
near  Peterborough  for  spring  and  summer.  I'm  50.  in 
good  shape  with  many  interests  including  music, 
reading,  riding.  Write  with  photo  describing  your 
work  experience,  interests  and  attributes  to  Drawer 
F078. 

PETERBOROUGH/CENTRAL  ONTARIO 

SOPHISTICATED  PIGGERY?  Good,  clean  fun? 
Or?  Some  smoke,  some  play. .  .send  some  details  and 
we'll  go  from  there.  GWM's,  22/32,  furry,  fun,  self- 
assured.  Drawer  FI08. 

MEET  ME  IN  MIDLAND 

BI  WM,  52,  5'6"  1 50  lbs,  seeks  uninhibited  guy,  any 
race,  any  colour,  for  relationship.  Reply  to  Drawer 
FI07. 


NAHANNI,  AUYUITTUQ,  QUETICO.  Fellow 
canoeist,  pilot,  trekker  sought  by  professional  photo- 
grapher to  share  in  the  planning  and  living  of  these 
and  other  indescribable  wilderness  experiences.  No 
lily-dippers  please.  Drawer  E7 15. 

DO  YOU  EXIST? 

IF  YOU  ARE  HEALTHY,  masculine,  veralile  and 
well-endowed,  a  broad-minded,  well-established  gay 
male  couple  in  their  30s  would  like  to  meet  you.  All 
situations,  including  friendship,  considered.  Reply 
with  phone  number  to  Drawer  F025. 

1  AM  INTERESTED  IN  MEETING  GAY  MALES 
who  get  turned  on  by  nipples,  chestwork  and 
massages  given  and  received.  I  am  45.  5' 10"  155  lbs, 
average  looks,  well  trimmed  beard.  There  must  be 
others  out  there  who  like  the  above  activities  as  much 
as  I.  Answer  with  photo  if  possible.  Will  answer  all. 
Discretion  assured.  F018. 

GWM,  34,  ATTRACTIVE,  masculine,  intelligent, 
sincere,  romantic  seeks  same  qualities  in  younger 
greek  passive  male  with  o\yn  apartment  for  evenings 
and/or  possible  relationship.  Drawer  F077. 

GWM  COUPLE,  PROFESSIONAL,  STRAIGHT 
acting/appearing,  seek  non-jaded,  non-uptight 
singles /couples  for  good  times.  We're  clean-cut,  at- 
tractive (so  we've  both  been  told),  new  to  the  big  city. 
Whether  in  TO  or  area,  drop  us  a  line  and  tell  us  your 
good  points  (plus  a  photo  if  possible)  and  phone. 
Drawer  F075. 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GAV 
fflATCf 


Members  across  Canada 
and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  3S9 


BIKES  &  BOOTS 

A  "free"  contact  club 
forming  for  men  into: 
Heavy  Boots,  Leather 
&  Rubber,  Uniforms, 
Motorcycles,  Vans,  Trucks 
&  Jeeps,  S&M,  B&D,  or 
whatever  your  masculine 
trip  is:  Write 
Post  Office  Box  266, 
Postal  Station  "A" 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  Canada 
V6C  2M7 


fTlontgomePLi 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario, 

Cana(JaM1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or  Mastercard 
accepted 


Catalogue  5  now 
available 

Illustraled36page 

calalogue$5.00  +  90«  postage 

and  handling 


NO.  801 
(back-view) 

DRESS 
HARNESS 


ASK  FOR  IT! 

Adults  only-  must 
be  legal  age. 


GWM  HANDSOME  UNIVERSITY  studem  25,  blue 
eyes,  straight  looking,  athletic  build,  well-rounded, 
creative,  enjoy  arts  entertainment,  dining  out,  quiet 
times,  sports.  Seeking  friendship /relationship  with 
good  looking  male  with  similar  interests.  Drawer 

F066. 

CHINESE  MALE,  20s,  masculine,  sincere,  stable, 
has  a  diversity  of  interests  and  a  sense  of  humour, 
seeks  Oriental  or  Caucasian  for  meaningful  relation- 
ship. Drawer  F064. 

FOOTMAN 

GWM,  40s,  6'3".  198  lbs,  masculine,  good-looking, 
turns  on  to  leather,  footwear,  boots,  shoes,  slippers, 
socks  and  feet,  yours  or  mine.  Interested?  Details  and 
phone  no.  to  Box  683,  Station  C,  Toronto,  M6J  3SI . 

GWM,  INTERESTS:  SPORTS,  SEX,  seeks  same. 
Me  37.  5'10"  165  lbs.,  masculine,  attractive.  You  well 
hung,  under  40.  Drawer  F082. 

GUY  LOVES  LONG  SLOW  J.O.  sessions  with 
masculine  male  with  big  balls  and  cock.  Prefer  thick, 
uncut  cock.  Also  like  massage  and  hot  videos.  I'm  37 
5'9"  1 67  lbs. ,  9 inches.  Write  hot  letter.  Drawer  F08 1 . 

rM26,6'2"  165  lbs.  I  have  many  friends  but  want  to 
meet  someone  special.  You  too?  Then  drop  me  a  line 
with  your  phone  and  photo.  (Age  and  race  are  not  im- 
portant to  me.)  F080. 

STRIP  TRIVIAL  PURSUIT 

GWM  ATHLETIC,  6'2"  1 85  lbs,  seeks  same  to  play 
strip  trivial  pursuit  and  par  3  golf  for  summer  months. 
Send  photo  and  phone  no.  20  Teesdale  Place,  Apt. 
504  Scarborough  MIL  ILl. 

BLONDE  ATHLETE 

COMPETITIVE  SWIMMER,  6'  148  lbs,  cute,  sex 
maniac.  Must  be  fucked.  Loves  to  watch.  Wants  tren- 
dy guys  and  jocks.  Drawer  F079. 

MALE,  WHITE,  EARLY  30'S,  masculine,  nice 
looking.  Wanted:  younger  man  with  small  endow- 
ment, gay  or  bisexual  for  healthy  compansionship, 
hopefully  long-term.  Orientals  welcome.  Drawer 
E988. 

ME:  GWM,  21,  WHO  DESIRES  a  long-term  rela- 
tionship  with  someone  special.  You:  under  25,  warm, 
intelligent  and  sincere.  Let's  get  together.  PO  BOX 
143,  486  Evans  Avenue,  Toronto,  Ontario    M8W 

2T7. 

WM,  28,  165  LBS  6'  seeks  slim  male  under  25  for  JO 
and  oral.  Send  letter  and  phone  number.  Drawer 
F085. 

HOT  -t^  HEAVY  ACTION  W  HEALTHY  MEN 

YOUNG  COUPLE,  V  ATTRACTIVE,  forming 
fuck  buddy  group  of  very  sexual  men  wanting  to 
reduce  health  risks  by  limiting  themselves  to  a  select 
number  of  mutually  chosen  partners.  If  you  have  one 
or  moreof  the  following  attributes:  v  well  hung,  great 
body,  well  developed  buns,  v  hot  mouth,  vg  looking, 
send  hot  description  to  Box  457,  STN  P,  Toronto, 
M5S  2S9. 

QUALITY  AND  STYLE 

A  greater  friend  hath  no  man  than  someone  who  will 
actually  write  something  for  a  column  like  this. 
"Physically  he  is  25,  5'7"  blonde  (?),  former  rider 
(horses).  Cancer  (Masterof  overkill),  terribly  deman- 
ding, terribly  jealous  and  terribly  funny.  He  doesn't 
believe  in  old  adages  like  "the  best  things  in  life  are 
free' '  because  Cartier  and  Fenton's  cost .  On  the  other 
hand,  he  always  pays  his  own  way.  Torn  blue  jeans 
-forget  it .  Quality  and  style  are  two  appropriate  adjec- 
tives. Monogamous?  -  With  the  right  man.  Want  to 
cheat  on  him?  -  Look  up  Capon  in  the  dictionary  and 
be  forewarned.  Unemployed?  -  Don't  bother  reading 
further.  Athletic?  Put  away  your  bar  clothes  and  get 
out  your  bike  and  rowing  equipment. .  .(It  helps  if  you 
are  an  early  riser.)  Separate  beds?  -  Forget  it.  No 
drugs  and  if  your  best  friend  is  a  bottle  of  Scotch,  go 
meet  someone  at  the  L.C.B.O.  It  would  help  if  you 
were  35  (or  more),  attractive  and  professional.  What 
else?  You  can  send  a  photo,  but  if  it  is  of  you  with  no 
clothes  in  some  physically  awkward  position  -  save 
yourself  the  postage.  Oh  -  he  wanted  me  to  use  the 
word  substance.  I  would  suggest  that  your  physical 
and  mental  should  be  equal  (No  lightweights)  Going 
to  take  a  chance?  O.K.,  write  him  at  Suite  N°  97,  238 
Davenport  Road,  Toronto,  Ontario,  M5R  1J6. 
Phone  N"  most  appreciated. 

NICE  GUY,  would  like  to  meet  same.  26,  5' 11"  160 
lbs.  Not  bad  looking  (some  say  handsome),  intelligent 
and  educated.  I'm  creative  and  enjoy  films,  swimm- 
ing, conversation.  Drawer  Fill. 

ATTRACTIVE,  DISCREET,  ORIENTAL,  early 
30s,  masculine,  very  friendly,  warm,  affectionate  and 
caring,  seeksgood-lookingmoustached  white  guy  for 
good  friendship  or  relationship.  Photo  appreciated. 
All  letters  answered.  Drawer  FI05. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 
GWM,  57,  215  lbs  5'  11".  Lead  quiet  life,  like  lo  read 
and  enjoy  home  life.  Like  to  meet  someone  around 
my  age.  Have  lots  of  love  for  Mr.  Right.  Self- 
employed.  Phone  and  photo.  Discretion  assured.  No 
drugs,  only  TLC.  Spend  the  years  we  have  left 
together.  Drawer  F092. 

LOOKING  FOR  SOMETHING  MORE?  Me  too. 
I'm  a  GWM,  5'7",  brown  hair,  blue  eyes.  I  enjoy 
music,  working  out  and  some  sports.  I'd  like  to  meet 
someone  who  is  not  into  bar  scenes.  I'm  very  affec- 
tionate and  would  like  to  find  someone  similar.  Will 
answer  only  those  with  photo.  Drawer  F097. 

SHY  SWISS  GUY  27 

NEW  TO  THE  GAY  WORLD  in  Toronto.  Would 
like  to  meet  new  young  people  for  friendship  and 
good  relationship.  Drawer  F098. 

ATTRACTIVE,  GWM,  GRADUATE  STUDENT, 
seeks  honest,  committed  relationship  based  on  shared 
values  and  goals.  Enjoy  literature,  art,  music,  films, 
theatre,  gardening,  life  in  the  country.  Phone  and 
photo  if  possible.  Drawer  F099. 


ATTRACTIVE  MALE,  25,  professional,  blond, 
blue  5'9"  swimmers  build,  many  interests,  athletic, 
sensitive,  romantic,  educated  and  mature  seeks 
masculine  together  male.  I  want  to  share  my  life  and 
bed  with  someone  special.  Photo,  phone,  BIO. 
Drawer  FIOO. 

ENOUGH  IS  ENOUGH.  My  mother  promised  that 
being  the  sympathetic,  warm,  kind,  honest,  ar- 
ticulate, witty  and  successful  person  that  I  am,  I 
would  surely  be  the  first  in  my  family  to  find  that 
significant  other,  and  yet  here  I  remain  at  41,  unat- 
tached, lonely,  with  no  one  to  share  my  pent  up  emo- 
tions. I  know  you  are  out  there  somewhere,  so  come 
out  already  -  please!.  Drawer  FlOl. 

MASCULINE,  GOOD-LOOKING,  NICE  N' 
LEAN  48,  married  white  guy  seeks  versatile  black 
buddy.  Name  your  scene.  N°  136,  275  King  East, 
Toronto  MSA  1K2. 

SEARCHING  FOR  YOU 

GWM,  GREEK  ACTIVE,  FRENCH  PASSIVE,  32, 

5'10"  165  lbs,  seeks  hairy  man,  30-40  who  enjoys  sub- 
missive role.  Other  interests:  getting  in  shape,  travel. 
Relationship  possible.  Descriptive  letter  with  phone 
gets  reply.  Drawer  E821. 

NiED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF 

PORTRAITS,  NUDES,  Negatives  returned.  Phone 
Studio  16.  532-4380,  inquiries  welcome.  Inexpensive. 
9AM  to  7PM. 

YES  IT'S  HARD 

TO  FIND  AN  HONEST,  clean-living  sincere  gay  or 
bi-male,  18  +  ,  to  share  good  times,  imagination  and 
adventure.  I'm  an  attractive,  masculine,  well- 
endowed,  sexual  male,  young  40s,  seeking  a  younger 
friend  and/or  buddy.  Give  me  a  try.  You  won't  be 
disappointed.  Photo  preferred  but  not  necessary. 
Drawer  FOl 5. 

GWM  30s  SEEKS  well-endowed,  muscular  stud  for 
hot  times  on  cold  winter  nights.  Photo  guarantees  a 
response.  Drawer  F005. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  30s  SEEKS  athletic  man  for 
fantasy  encounter.  Enclose  photo  with  response. 
Drawer  F006. 

GAY  MALE  33,  SLIM,  SHY,  SENSUOUS,  sincere, 
stable,  sociable  with  undetectable  hairpiece  seeks 
similar  male  30  -  50.  Drawer  FOOl . 

GWM  27  DISCREET,  attractive,  very  well-endowed 
would  like  to  meet  blue  jeans  or  black  jeans  type  guy, 
18-25  for  mutual  pleasures,  friendship  and  possible 
relationship.  A  little  black  leather  turns  me  on  a  lot 
too!  Drawer  F003. 

QUEBECOIS  STUDENT,  23,   not  into  bar  scene, 
seeks  gay  male  for  long-lasting  relationship.  Please 
send  photo.  Drawer  F087. 

BOOTSLAVE 

24  YEARS  5'  1 0"  1 50  lbs,  good-looking,  eager  to  raise 
ass  for  leather  discipline.  Needs  leather  master  with 
straps,  paddles,  etc.  Photo  please.  Discretion 
assured.  Drawer  F088. 

HAIRY  CHESTED  HANDSOME  25  year  old  guy 
would  like  to  meet  same.  rm5'7"  140  lbs  with  brown 
hair/moustache.  1  do  favour  dark-haired,  dominant 
men.  Drawer  F089. 

WELL  EDUCATED  CUDDLER 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE,  serious,  sincere  type  37 
5 '  11 "  1 65  lbs,  blond  seeks  intelligent  younger  man  to 
share  interests  in  films,  literature,  dining  out,  theatre 
and  with  romantic  and  affectionate  rather  than  hot 
and  heavy  approach  to  sex.  University  student  or 
graduate  ideal.  I'm  of  a  broad-minded,  liberal  nature 
but  don't  like  heavy  drinkers.  Photo  appreciated. 
Drawer  F090. 

RIMMER  GWM  32,  6'  170  lbs  would  like  to  service 
your  ass.  Into  fantasy  trips  of  all  kinds,  bondage, 
watersportsetc.  Videos.  J.O.  sessions.  Drawer  F071. 

GWM,  36,  5'9"  1 55  lbs,  with  very  hot  mouth,  wants 
hung  men  who  enjoy  laying  back  and  having  it  taken 
care  of.  Any  age  over  25.  Enclose  phone  number  for 
fast  reply.  Drawer  F091. 

LIKES  TO  BE  HELD 

GUESS  I  GAVE  MYSELF  AWAY.  We  all  have  our 
weaknesses.  Mine  is  to  be  held  in  the  arms  of  a  healthy 
strong  male,  especially  on  those  cold,  dark,  lonely 
nights.  The  need  to  be  dominated,  subdued,  and  ex- 
plored, is  an  adventure  (Fantasy?).  1  would  like  to 
repeat  with  someone  who  is  not  too  complicated .  1  am 
a  quiet,  shy,  attractive,  passive  (But  I  can  put  up  a 
fight!),  fit  male;  23  years  old,  5' 10"  tall,  143  lbs, 
medium  build,  hazel  eyes,  brownish  hair 
(everywhere,  patterns  even).  You  should  be  a  domi- 
nant, non-presmigious,  fit,  (hairy?),  partner,  that  is 
willing  to  show  me  the  adventures  of  life.  Oh  well, 
don't  be  shy,  write  me  now.  Drawer  Fl  12. 

I'M  26,  6'2"  165  lbs,  I  have  many  friends  but  want  to 
meet  someone  special.  You  too?  Then  drop  me  a  line 
with  your  phone  and  photo.  (Age  and  race  are  not  im- 
portant to  me.)  Drawer  F080. 

DOMINANT,  FRIENDLY,  masculine  GWM,  non- 
smoker  in  40s,  wants  to  stimulate  and  fuck  non-com- 
petitive, gentle  GWM  with  slim  body  and  firm  buns. 
Me:  a  pleasant  looking  guy  5'I0"  165  lbs,  6"  cock 
with  a  good  sense  of  humour.  You:  reality-oriented 
single,  who  isn't  looking  for  a  fantasy  man  or  coitus 
machine.  Let's  enjoy  my  sexiness  and  energy.  Phone 
numbers  only  please.  Pax.  Drawer  E675. 

HORNY,  MASCULINE,  GWM,  36,  5'10"  175, 
clean-cut,  sincere,  easy  going,  fit,  big  balls  and  cock, 
light  body  hair.  Wish  to  hear  from  younger  farm  type 
boys  and  couples  for  friendship,  hot  times,  mutual 
j/o,  outdoor  lifestyle.  Very  discreet.  Can  travel. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Thanx.  Drawer  F061. 

STRAIGHT-BEHAVING,  intelligent,  honest,  sin- 
cere,  discreet,  clean  gay  white  male.  Reliable,  28,  5'8" 
1 50,  seeks  friendship  with  attractive  male  with  similar 
qualities.  Photo,  phone,  thanks.  Drawer  F046. 
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NOW  EASI 
THAN  E 


Use  VISA  or  Mastercharge 
and  order  by  phone! 


'\ 


Now  you  can  reach  the  30,000 
men  and  women  who  read 
The  Body  Politic  every  month 
just  by  picking  up  your 
phone. 

Monday  through  Friday, 
from  1 1  am  to  5  pm,  we'll 
accept  ad  orders  paid  by  VISA 
or  Mastercharge  over  the 
telephone. 

It's  easy:  just  write  down 
what  you  want  to  say  before 
you  call,  (you  can  use  the 
form  here  at  the  right  as  a 
guide),  ring  us  at  (416) 
364-6320,  read  us  your  ad  and 
give  us  your  VISA  or  Master- 
card number.  That's  all  there 
is  to  it! 

Of  course,  we'll  still  take 
your  ad  in  person  or  by  mail, 
prepaid  by  charge  or  cheque. 

We're  waiting  to  hear  from 
you! 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35(1  per  word,  minimum  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70(t  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
364-6320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%  off  for  3  to4  runs,  25%  off  for5  to  9  runs,  and  30%  for  10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  orderor  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number.  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  ferns." 


Postage  here 


Drawer_ 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  in  an  envelope  and  address  it  as  in  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mail  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  in  the  box  when  youf  inish  is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  in  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mail  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters)»» 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  INST  LOUIS 
OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
Call  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'll  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5' 10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que.  Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown  near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/ month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 

GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  over  the  basic  cost 

of  your  ad  buys  you  up  to  15  charact 

ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 

Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MA.STER,  .39,  MLRClLtSS,  .seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all.  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 


Write  the  text  of  your  ad  below,  one  word  per  box. 


$7 

$7 

$7 

$7       , 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8.75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$1015 

$10.50 

$10.85 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$1^25 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$1715 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18.90 

$19.25 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

$21.35 

$21.70 

$22.05 

%32.AO 

$2i75 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35«  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70<t  per  word. 


n  Cost  of  ad  $_ 


.timesnumber,  .     ofruns 


HEADINGS 

[  i  BOLD  ($5.00  times  number ofruns) 

n  STANDOUT($10.00timesnumber  ofruns) 

n  GRABBER  ($15.00  times  number ofruns) 

Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 
DISCOUNTS 

I  1  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 
D  Three  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 
n  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 
[1  Ten  to  twelve  runs.  Deduct  30% 
n  I  am  a  subscriber  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

I  1  Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 

I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  pe/-/ssue.  $ 

SUBSCRIBE!  Subtotal  $ 

I  1  I  want  to  subscribe.  D  Canada            $ 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.)  n  International    $ 

Total  enclosed  $ 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  MAY  ISSUE;  5  PM,  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  10 


$_ 
$_ 
$_ 
$_ 

-$_ 
-$_ 
-$- 
-$_ 

-$_ 
Subtotal  $_ 


1.00 


18.95  ON 
18.95  US 


CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
casionally to  the  bars,  asking  $5, OOOor  best  offer.  Call 
James,  944-3214. 


Name    _ 
Address 
City 


Province 


Code 


Ctieque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my  :  ;  Visa  l    Mastercharge 

Card  numt)er 

Expiry  date  


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289.  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9.  ECi3 
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LIQUID  INCENSE  iv::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::^^^^ 


KOi:Hi:i<iMri 
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AN  AROMA  FOR  YOUR  FANTASIES 


Available  at  better  clubs, 
saunas  and  book  stores 
accross  Canada. 


Dealer  inquiries: 

J  A  L    Enterprises  mc 
66  Gerrard  Street  East 
Toronto  (Ontario)  MSB  1G5 

Tel     (416)  977-4718 


"Call  US.  Tell  US  what  you  want.  Describe  yourfantasy  and  the  kindof  guy 
(i.e.  Trucker,  Cop,  Straight,  Body-Bu i  Ider,  etc.,  etc.)  you 'd  like  to  ex- 
plore it  with.Then  we'll  have  him  call  you  backand  you  can  talktill  you're 
satisfied.  GNjaranteed." 
CREDIT  CARDS 


FANTASYPHONI 
(416)  362-9353 


MASTER  NEEDED  BY  NOVICE  SLAVE.  GWM 
24,  5'6"  128  lbs,  slim,  small.  New  to  city  and  life. 
Wants  kind  firm  master  who  will  teach  S/M,  B/D, 
F/F,  T/T  and  other  pleasures  to  make  me  serve.  Send 
photo,  phone  and  good  letter.  Will  consider  any,  es- 
pecially large,  heavy  men  or  nervous  first-time 
masters  same  age  as  1  am.  Neil.  Suite  030-142,  65 
Front  St  W,  Toronto,  M5J  1E6. 

HUNGRY  MALE  ■  "ALDON  922-8484" 
SEEKS  REFINED,  WELL  SPOKEN  friend  with 
cooking  talents  and  fitness,  prone  for  spring/summer 
acquisitional  chum  and  sun  tanning  buddy. 

ATTRACTIVE,  PROFESSIONAL,  27,  ASIAN, 
5'6"  125  lbs,  enjoys  theatre,  travelling,  working  out, 
cuddling.  Would  like  to  meet  compatible  men  for 
friendship/relationship.  Drawer  F102. 

UNCUT  MEN  DESIRED 
HEALTH  CONSCIOUS  hometown  boy,  25,  cut, 
would  love  to  worship  your  foreign  tool.  Europeans 
especially  welcome!  Safe  sex  practices  only.  Drawer 
F103. 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  AN  ORIENTAL  friend  25  to  35 
who  has  a  keen  interest  in  classical  music,  a  non- 
smoker  and  likes  a  quiet,  conservative  lifestyle.  I'm  a 
GWM,  42,  discreet,  average  build,  clean-shaven,  not 
into  bars  or  drugs.  Please  include  phone  number. 
Serious  replies  only.  Drawer  F104. 

GWM,  44,  MASCULINE,  well-educated,  honest, 
5'H"  160  lbs,  interested  in  sports  and  the  arts,  cycl- 
ing, skiing,  canoeing,  movies,  bridge,  etc.  A  non- 
smoker.  Would  like  to  meet  another  mature, 
masculine  man.  Box  49, 238  Davenport  Rd,  Toronto, 
M5R  1J6. 

HANDSOME  ITALIAN  MALE,  mid  20s,  wishes  to 
meet  middle-aged  male,  any  race,  very  well-hung,  for 
friendship  or  possible  relationship.  Drawer  F076. 

AFFECTIONATE,  37,  NON-SMOKER,  hung,  ath- 
letic, trim,  enjoys  cycling,  outdoors,  music,  theatre 
etc. . .  seeks  sincere  friend  (preferably  younger)  whose 
interests  exclude  bars.  Photo  gets  sure  answer.  Box 
7303,  Station  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X9. 


OSHAWA 


MALE  35,  MARRIED.  Seeks  sincere  male  for  friend- 
ship or  possible  relationship.  No  one-nighters.  Reply 
with  address  or  telephone  to  Box  14  Station  A 
Oshawa  Ont.  All  replies  in  strictest  confidence. 


OTTAWA 


SUBMISSIVE  GWM,  35  5'8"  147,  Slim  seeks  B/D, 
suck  training  by  gay  masters  over  40.  Weekend  travel 
possible.  Drawer  F086. 

TRUCKER    POLICEMEN 

SUBMISSIVE  MAN  44,  5'  9"  balding  would  service 
slim  truckers,  policemen,  service  men,  18  -  50.  In- 
terests: Boots,  bikes,  trucks  and  leather.  PO  Box 
9365.  Ottawa,  K1G3V1. 

GWM,  23,  6',  black  hair,  young  professional,  recent 
university  graduate,  attractive,  seeks  similar  male  to 
35.  Interests  include  theatre,  dining,  squash,  downhill 
skiing,  travelling  and  fitness.  Tired  of  the  bar  scenes 
and  would  like  a  friendship  possibly  leading  to  more 
meaningful  relationship.  Please  send  letter, 
photo/phone  appreciated.  Drawer  F038. 

WARM,  SINCERE,  GIVING  GUY,  attractive  and 
stable,  interesting  and  active,  mid-forties,  not  into  the 
typical  gay  scenes,  looking  for  younger  guy  to  share 
with.  Willing  to  offer  emotional  and  financial 
assistance.  Good  opportunity  for  the  right  guy.  Reply 
Drawer  F070. 

SLAVE  SEEKS  A  YOUNG  MASTER  to  control, 
humiliate,  B/D,  W/S,  discipline.  Leather  does  it  to 
me,  sir.  Will  meet  anywhere  in  Ontario.  Drawer  F074. 

SLAVE  WANTED  by  40  year  old  master.  Write  giv- 
ing necessary  details.  Those  replies  with  photo  get 
answered  first.  Do  it  now.  Drawer  F073. 

ON  YOUR  KNEES  BOY 

OTTAWA  MASTER,  33,  5'  7"  hairy,  experienced, 
wants  boot-licking  slave  that  turns  on  to  leather,  obe- 
dience CB/TT  and  bondage.  If  you  want  to  wear  my 
collar,  get  on  you  knees  boy  and  call  (613)737-3666 
for  your  instructions.  Visitors,  serious  and  novice  or 
experienced  only.  Limits  and  discretion  respected. 


MONTREAL 


SENIORPROFESSIONAL,  FREQUENT  visitor  to 
Montreal,  seeks  thoughtful,  gentlemanly,  slim  young 
oriental  for  dining,  cinema,  concerts,  friendship, 
discussion.  Possibly  more.  Drawer  F071. 

HARD-work,  ambition,  affectionate,  good-shape, 
33,  all  describe  me.  Interested  in  sharing  Good  Times 
with  younger  guy.  Write  today!!  Drawer  F041. 

FRUSTRATED  GUY,  thirtyish,  average  good  looks, 
seeks  short,  plump  affectionate  man  for  extensive 
cuddling  and  osculation  with  occasional  pelvic  un- 
dulation.  Box  663.  Sta.  C.D.N.,  Montreal  H3S  2V4. 

FRIENDLY  Montrealer  offers  free  accomodation 
and  hospitality  to  well  hung  young  men  visiting  Mon- 
treal. Tall,  muscular,  hairy  men  especially  welcome! 
Box  204,  Westmount,  Quebec  H3Z  2T2. 


NOVA  SCOTIA 


HALIFAX  GWM  PROFESSIONAL,  aged  34, 6'  170 
lbs,  seeks  sincere  student  or  young  person  for  affec- 
tion and  fun.  Try  me — I'm  good.  Discretion  assured. 
Drawer  F012. 

QUIET  TIMES  TOGETHER 
MIDDLE  AGED  MALE  would  like  to  meet  others  of 
any  age  who  enjoy  quiet,  snuggly  times  with  a  need  to 
share  love.  If  you  need  someone  5' 10"  brown  hair, 
160  lbs,  do  write,  will  answer  all  and  1  live  in  central 
Nova  Scotia.  Drawer  F096. 


GWM  seeks 
same 


GWF  seeks 
same 


What  does  this  mean? 

Classified  shorthand  is  a  good  way 

to  say  a  lot  In  a  little  space,  but  it  can 

leave  you  saying  things  you  may  not 

mean.  If  you're  a  Gay  White  Male  or  a 

Gay  White  Female  looking  for  a  fling 

or  a  friend,  and  if  race  doesn't  matter 

to  you,  don't  limit  your  options 

inadvertently.  Tell  people  what 

you  want  in  your  own  words  and 

you'll  get  results! 


PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  MSS  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
project .  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  10  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  ofO.  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
For  Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 

29  YEAR  OLD  MALE  presently  incarcerated  in  the 
Lucasville  Correctional  Institute.  Loneliness  in  a 
place  like  this  is  almost  unbearable.  It's  very  much 
like  that  of  a  quiet  drama  which  keeps  building  and 
building  seemingly  without  end.  Patrick  Luckett  N" 
157892  Po.st  Box  45699,  Lucasville,  Ohio  456990001. 

LONELY  GAY  PRISONER,  looking  for  a  sincere 
friend.  I'm  27  years  old  with  no  family  or  friends  on 
the  outside.  Please  write  soon  and  send  photo  if  possi- 
ble. Kavin  Francis,  PO  Box  45699-181778  Lucasville, 
Ohio  456990001.         _^ 

I'M  23,  5' 10"  160  lbs,  green  eyes,  brown  hair.  1  like 
rock ,  outdoors  and  horseback  riding.  I  really  have  no 
dislikes  to  speak  of;  looking  for  correspondence  from 
those  who  are  looking  for  a  possible  lasting  relation- 
ship. Lenny  Rush,  176713  Box  69,  London,  OHIO 
43140-0069. 


OTHER 


GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  961-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 
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Paul  W.  IroDope 

D.C.S.,  B.B.A.  (hons),  LL.  B., 
Barrister,  Solicitor,  Notary  Public^ 

Announces  the  termination  of  his 

partnership  with  Harvey  Hamburg 

and  the  continuation  of  his 

practice  at 

400  Dundas  Street  East, 

Toronto,  Ontario  M5A  2A5. 

(416)  967-5259  (24  hours) 

Practice  restricted  to  Criminal  Law. 

Effective  April  1985 


►  31  Words 

continued  from  page  32 


1985 


Can  Mean  Freedom 


From  shaving,  trimming,  tweezing, 

UNWANTED  HAIR 

FROM  ANYWHERE. 


CERTIFIED  ELECTROLOGIST 

Sheilagh  Devlin 

9  Bellbury  Cres.  North  York 

491-1114 


currs 


Being  your  slave 

What  should  I  do. 

But  tend 

Upon  the  hours  and 

Tinnes  of  your  desire? 

—Shakespeare 


...comfortable  &  soft,  constructed  of 
nylon  parachute  webbing  &  velcro.  Vel- 
cro  mates  to  bond  cuff.  A  very  special 
gift,  or  for  your  own  intimate  play. 


Available  plain  or  pretty,  trimmed  with 
hearts  &  lace,  in  red,  black,  or  blue.  Set  of 
four(2ankle&2wristcuffs).Send$34.95 
plus  S3. 00  postage  and  tax,  cheque  or 
money  order,  payable  to  PM  Enterprises. 
Suite  030-131,  65  Front  St.  W.  Toronto, 
0N.M5J  1E6. 
Specify  desired  colour,  &  plain  or  pretty. 


Pleasure  and  privacy  guaranteed. 


ter,  I'd  feel  ashamed  of  myself.  What  incentive  to 
anything  but  shame  could  I  have,  given  the  way  many 
of  us  want  to  handle  this  man's  ad? 

I  would  like  not  only  to  accept  this  ad  as  it  is,  but 
remove  what  restrictions  we  presently  put  on  ads.  Ac- 
cept people  saying  "no  blacks."  Accept  "no  fats  or 
ferns."  Then  find  some  way,  editorially,  of  making 
people  aware  of  what  they're  doing  in  the  ads,  partic- 
ulariy  if  they're  doing  it  mindlessly. 

Gerald  Hannon,  February  7 


If  TBP  has  a  policy  against  racism,  then  a 
line  has  been  drawn  betv^^een  what  is  ac- 
ceptable and  w/hat  is  not.  Our  debate  about 
which  side  of  the  line  a  particular  ad  lies  on 
is  a  technical  question.  Given  that  policy, 
the  assertion  by  a  group  of  whites  that  a  partic- 
ular ad  is  not  racist,  in  the  face  of  unanimous 
agreement  by  all  the  non-white  gay  organiza- 
tions in  town  that  it  is,  puts  them  in  a  pretty  weak 
position.  Are  white  people  better  at  defining 
racism  than  non-whites?  Maybe  straight  people 
are  better  at  defining  homophobia  than  we  are. 

Gerald's  solution  to  this  embarrassing  posi- 
tion —  no  restrictions  whatsoever  —  abandons 
all  pretense  that  we  somehow  oppose  racism  and 
that  we  know  what  it  is.  It  is  the  clear  libertarian 
position  of  the  right  of  everyone  to  discriminate. 
(It  avoids  the  question  of  who  has  the  power  to 
discriminate.)  It  is  the  position  that  no  lines  can 
be  drawn,  since  once  you  draw  a  lineand  prohibit 
something.  Who  Will  Be  Next?  And  for  those 
without  an  analysis  that  takes  social  power  into 
account,  this  is  indeedaproblem.Chillwindsare 
conjured  up  about  what  will  happen  if  we  exer- 
cise our  editorial  responsibility  in  regard  to  this 
ad:  first  the  racists,  then  the  pedophiles,  then 
S/M,etc,  etc. 

I  also  want  to  confront  the  accusation  that 
those  of  us  who  oppose  the  ad  somehow  want  to 
close  down  discussion,  and  our  characterization 
as  censors  and  suppressors.  This  argument  is 
based  on  the  bizarre  conflation  of  the  presence  of 
a  racist  ad  and  a  discussion  of  racism  and  sex. 
Since  when  have  we  conducted  discussions  of 
important  issues  in  our  classified  pages?  Have 
we  stopped  talking  about  pedophilia  just 
because  we  don't  accept  ads  seeking  sex  with 
people  under  the  legal  age  of  consent? 

Yes,  I  think  there  is  a  real  danger  of  suppress- 
ing discussion  of  race  and  sex  in  our  pages  — 
republication  of  this  ad  will  effectively  cut  us  off 
from  the  people  we  should  be  discussing  this 
with.  Those  who  want  to  republish  the  ad  are 
urging  a  course  of  action  that  will  guarantee  that 
the  discussion  of  this  "messy  part  of  our  lives" 
will  never  take  place. 

We  have  required  that  our  classified  advertis- 
ers act  responsibly  in  terms  of  the  Criminal  Code 
and  in  terms  of  exclusionary  language  which  we 
feel  is  destructive  to  our  community.  Why  is  it 
suddenly  such  an  issue  to  require  that  they  con- 
tinue to  act  responsibly  in  our  pages  in  terms  of 
objectionable  racial  stereotyping  which  is 
damaging  to  individuals,  sets  the  stage  for  fur- 
ther discrimination,  cuts  off  our  paper  from 
minority  sections  of  our  community  and  under- 
mines our  goal  of  helping  build  that  community? 

This  debate  has  gone  far  beyond  the  question 
of  the  ad.  The  politics  and  goals  of  our  paper  are 
now  in  question. 

Tim  McCaskell,  February  22 

In  perusing  Gerald's  memo,  I  find  that  it  con- 
tains a  conspicuous  logical  flaw,  which  can  be 
summarized  in  an  example.  Suppose  someone 
who  owns  a  restaurant  will  hire  only  while  staff. 
The  man  is  a  racist.  Do  we  therefore  allow  the 
man  to  cultivate  his  version  of  human  relations  in 
public,  to  advertise  exclusively  for  white  waiters?  Do  we 
wait  impassively  until  the  waiters  themselves  "exper- 


ience" the  harm  in  their  relationships,  and  then  begin 
to  "question"  and  "work  to  change"  them,  or  until 
the  unemployed  non-whites  on  the  street  begin  to  do 
the  same?  Do  we  regard  the  experiences  of  employer, 
waiters  and  unemployed  non-whites  as  "data"  to  be 
cherished  as  primary  knowledge  of  human  affairs,  in 
all  their  realistic  imperfections? 

Now  suppose  the  same  employer,  as  racist  as  ever, 
happened  to  like  to  have  sex  with  all  his  employees. 
Here  he  clearly  enters  into  Gerald's  protected  category 
of  sexual  data  source.  Reality  city.  No  point  censuring 
him:  he'll  do  it  anyway.  Anyway,  he's  not  going  to 
change  because  of  some  silly  old  theory  that  says  he's 
racist.  The  intervention  of  sex  has  both  sanctified  him 
and  made  him  immutable.  Only  by  running  his  want 
ad,  and  bringing  him  into  the  public  discourse  so  that 
his  experiences  are  "articulated,  and  theorized  about" 
(why  post-want-ad  theory  is  more  potent  than  pre- 
want-ad  theory,  I'm  not  entirely  sure)  can  we  trans- 
form his  nefarious  ways  into  "public,  debatable  prop- 
erty." Will  this  actually  give  us  some  influence  on  his 
subsequent  behaviour?  Gerald  seems  to  imply  so,  but 
doesn't  really  say  why. 

Richard  Summerbell,  February  23 


The  first  time  I  can  remember  being  in- 
volved in  a  discussion  of  advertising  in 
TBP,  Libertarian  Honest  Joe  Martin 
wanted  to  advertise  his  candidacy  in  a 
municipal  election.  Martin  thought  our 
politics  were  enough  like  his  (favouring  an 
abstract  notion  of  freedom  that  includes  the  free- 
dom to  discriminateand  exploit)  that  he  could  ex- 
pect to  be  welcomed. 

At  that  time,  it  seemed  clear  that  Libertarians, 
whose  politics  didn't  allow  them  to  support 
human  rights  for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  had  a 
very  different  understanding  of  power  and  free- 
dom than  we  did .  Gay  liberation  is  as  much  about 
power  and  freedom  as  it  is  about  sex,  because  it 
is  informed  by  our  daily  experience  of  oppression 
and  rebellion.  Libertarian  theory  was,  and  is, 
clearly  inadequate  to  gay  reality.  We  told  Honest 
Joe  to  advertise  elsewhere. 

As  we  are  forced  to  think  about  the  complexi- 
ties of  liberationist,  as  opposed  to  libertarian, 
politics  in  the  formulation  of  a  classified  ads  pol- 
icy, it  might  be  useful  to  recognize  that  power  is  a 
factor  in  this  decision  in  more  ways  than  one. 

We,  as  an  alternative  medium,  do  not  have  the 
kind  of  power  that  our  mainstream  counterparts 
have,  and  we  don't  come  anywhere  close  to  the 
kind  of  power  wielded  by  the  state.  TBP' s  editor- 
ial/political discrimination  is  not  comparable  to 
the  tyranny  of  state  censorship:  we  have  a  tiny 
voice,  they  have  the  cops.  People  should  be  able 
to  say  or  write  what  they  want  without  state  inter- 
ference, but  whether  or  not  we  let  them  do  it  in  the 
pages  of  TBP  is  a  very  different  matter  —  that 
much  power  we  have. 

We  also  have  the  power  of  the  printed  word  — 
if  wedidn't  know  that,  we  wouldn't  be  going  toall 
this  trouble.  Our  printed  words  help  determine 
what  gay  is,  what  colour  gay  is.  and  what  race. 
An  analogy  has  been  made  between  the  rela- 
tionship implied  in  the  ad  and  heterosexual  mar- 
riage. It's  a  useful  comparison.  When  a  man 
seeks  a  wife  he  is  looking  for  a  less  advantaged 
person  to  fit  a  socially  approved  role  of  power- 
lessness  —  a  situation  which  has  been  exten- 
sively criticized  by  women's  liberationists. 

On  an  individual  level,  it's  impossible  to  mea- 
sure whether  all  the  members  of  a  relationship 
are  "equal":  those  who  place  and  respond  to 
adshaveawidevarietyofexperience.Theadver- 
tisersmay,  in  some  way.  be  just  as  needy  or  dis- 
advantaged as  their  respondents:  everyone 
comes  to  a  relationship  with  preconceptions 
There's  room  for  variation  and  ambiguity  in  an  in- 
terracial relationship,  as  there  is  in  a  heterosex- 
ual relationship  —  and  lots  of  doubt  about  where 
fantasy  ends  and  oppression  begins.  Regard- 
less of  its  intentions,  this  ad  refers  to  a  social  ins- 
titution like  marriage,  one  withanatrocity-ridden 
history  and  an  on-going  political  and  economic 
reality  Here.asinthepoliticsofsex.contentand 
context  are  more  important  than  abstract  theory. 


If  we  tell  the  advertiser  his  ad  must  be  reword- 
ed, we  are  denying  him  an  opportunity  to  satisfy 
his  desire.  We  would  be  saying  that  our  respon- 
sibility to  give  expression  to  his  desire  is  super- 
ceded by  our  perception  of  the  greater  social 
good.  That's  a  high  price  to  pay.  and  not  one  to 
take  lightly:  that's  what  makes  itajudgment  call. 

The  libertarian  impulse  promoting  the ' '  inviol- 
ability of  desire"  is  a  denial  of  the  significance  of 
social  power.  Different  forms  of  oppression  and 
rebellion  affect  most  of  us  in  many  ways:  no  for- 
mula can  predict  who  is  more  oppressed  than 
whom.  But  whether  or  not  that's  the  case,  and 
whether  or  not  they're  intended  as  such,  racial 
stereotypes  are  damaging. 

In  rejecting  the  principle  that  desire  is  inviol- 
able in  favour  of  the  principle  that  racial  stereo- 
typing is  unacceptable,  we  do  not  preclude  dis- 
cussion of  anything.  Where  the  inviolability  of 
desire  implies  that  our  fate  is  out  of  our  hands,  fo- 
cusing on  the  unacceptability  of  racism  implies 
that  individuals  can  and  should  take  responsibil- 
ity for  changing  the  world. 

Chris  Bearchell,  February  28 


Is  anybody  here  really  arguing  that  this  ad  is  not 
racist?  I  find  that  hard  to  understand.  The  ad  is 
making  a  distinction  based  on  race,  and  is  as  clear- 
ly racist  as  an  ad  that  says  "straight-acting  man 
seeks  same"  is  homophobic.  Now,  even  if  we  had 
no  politics  at  all  about  race,  we'd  be  opposed  to  homo- 
phobia. Why  do  we  still  run  ads  like  that? 

Because,  I  think,  while  we  can  cleariy  apply  the 
words  "racist"  and  "homophobic"  in  these  two  cases, 
we  know  that  that's  where  the  discussion  begins  rather 
than  ends.  What  do  these  words  mean  in  these  con- 
texts? Both  kinds  of  ads  come  out  of  a  social  context  of 
racism  and  homophobia,  certainly.  Do  their  writers  in- 
tend injury?  Probably  not.  Might  they  be  causing  in- 
jury nonetheless?  Yes.  So  what  do  we  do  about  that? 
I'm  not  sure,  because  I  know  we're  dealing  with  ambi- 
guities that  are  part  of  people's  real  lives,  sexual  and 
otherwise,  and  that  even  though  we  may  dislike  and 
want  to  change  these  ambiguities,  we  have  to  acknow- 
ledge that  they're  real. 

I  don't  like  us  being  seen  to  believe  that  these  am- 
biguities are  not  a  problem,  since  I  believe  we  all  know 
they  are.  I  don't  blame  people  from  Zami  or  Gay 
Asians  for  being  angry  if  they  hear  some  of  us  saying 
this  ad  doesn't  present  any  problems  for  us,  no  matter 
how  offended  they  are  by  it.  1  don't  think  the  answer 
lies  in  deciding  to  suppress  the  evidence  of  offensive 
things,  but  neither  do  I  think  we  should  present  that 
evidence  silently.  To  do  that  is  implicitly  to  endorse 
things  that  we  all  know  we  should  be  working  to 
change.  Can  we  find  a  way  to  let  that  evidence  show,  as 
it  is,  while  at  the  same  time  making  it  clear  (in  the 
classified  pages,  not  just  in  the  front  of  the  magazine) 
that  it  points  to  problems  we  all  have  to  deal  with?  1 
think  that's  where  we  should  be  trying  to  go. 

Rick  Bebout,  March  4 


This  is  not  the  last  word.  The  debate  con- 
tinues, within  the  collective  and  among 
all  sorts  of  people  associated  with  The 
Body  Politic —mduding,  potentially,  all 
those  who  read  it.  For  the  most  passion- 
ately involved,  the  discussion  invokes  some  of  the 
most  important  and  complex  issues  to  face  this 
magazine  in  many  years.  It  raises  concerns  of 
major  significance  to  the  gay  community  as  a 
whole  —  concerns  about  sexuality,  fantasy,  rac- 
ism and  the  role  of  the  gay  press. 

We're  printing  this  exchange  to  encourage  re- 
flection and  reaction,  and  ultimately  to  help  us 
arrive  at  a  workable  .solution.  Considering  the 
range  of  concerns  expressed  above,  wc  don't  ex- 
pect that  prcKess  to  be  an  easy  one.  But  we  plan  to 
work  at  it,  and  would  appreciate  your  help.  Let- 
ters should  be  addressed  to:  The  Body  Politic 
Collective,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Onta- 
rio M5W  1X9. 
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She  wants  to  be  known  as 
Nina  Prototype.  Gender 
lesbian.  Age:  26.  Occupa- 
tion: secretary.  Vocation: 
independent  filmmaker. 
Style:  slightly  New  Wave. 
She  could  be  any  dyke.  What 
makes  herspecial  is  her 
situation,  which  may  not  be, 
in  1985,  as  unusual  as  it 
sounds:  she  has  no  lesbian 
friends. ''All  of  my  friends 
are  straight"  she  says, 

"period,  straight  men.  Straight 
women.  And  they're  good  friends 
and  i  love  them  and  I'm  happy,  but 
I'm  not  as  happy  as  I'd  like  to  be." 

A  glance  at  her  background  should  il- 
luminate her  plight.  She  grew  up  in  a 
remote  rural  village;  came  out  to  herself 
at  age  fifteen;  read  every  lesbian  and 
feminist  publication  she  could  order  by 
mail  (allowing  for  teenage  budgets  and 
homophobic  parents);  and  at  age  eighteen 
(1977)  moved  alone  to  the  nearest  big  city 
(population  not  quite  one  million),  roar- 
ing into  town  with  the  political  fervour  of 
a  virgin  lesbian  activist  and  the  savage  in- 
dividualism of  an  intellectual  punk.  "My 
heroes  were  Patti  Smith,  Jill  Johnston, 
and  both  Divines."  Her  hair  was  already 
hot  pink. 

"Imagine  my  surprise,"  she  recounts, 
"when  I  walked  into  my  first  lesbian  cen- 
tre and  met  my  first  lesbians  and  offered 
myself  for  volunteer  work.  To  say  that  I 
was  greeted  with  hostility  would  be  an 
understatement."  In  order  to  be  accepted 
by  the  lesbian-feminist  subculture  ("The 
Lesbian  Community")  she  learned  she 


by  Michele  Belling 


would  have  to:  quit  smoking,  change  her 
hair,  stop  wearing  mascara,  modify  her 
wardrobe  and  significantly  revise  her 
cultural  interests.  In  order  to  fit  into  the 
lesbian  bar  subculture,  she  would  have  to 
meet  most  of  the  same  requirements,  with 
different  criteria.  She  tried  to  conform  to 
the  group  of  her  choice,  but  "how  far  can 
you  fake  it  without  losing  your  soul?" 
She  made  three  lesbian-feminist  friends, 
but  one  day  they  came  to  her  apartment 
while  she  was  playing  a  closet  Jimi  Hen- 
drix  record,  "and  that  was  the  last  I  saw 
of  them." 

After  countless  nights  spent  shivering 
alone  on  lesbian  front  porches  —  exiled 
there  to  smoke  her  cigarette  while  the  rest 
of  the  party  talked  and  laughed  in  chemi- 
cal-free warmth  —  and  after  having  her 
super-eight  movie  camera  crushed  by  a 
redneck  who  claimed  she  didn't  like  "big 
ideas,"  Nina  resolved  to  end  it  all  with  an 
overdose  of  Valium.  "It  didn't  surprise 
mc  that  I  couldn't  make  the  bar  scene," 
she  muses  today,  "but  I'd  absorbed  Ihe 
lesbian-feminist  rhetoric  completely,  and 
I  honestly  believed  them  when  they  said 
they  welcomed  and  tolerated  all  lesbians 
who  shared,  at  least,  their  political 
philosophy.  So  I  intcrnali/cd  their  rejec- 
tion and  decided  that  since  ihcy  were  so 
perfect.  I  must  be  terribly  fucked-up." 


Before  taking  the  final  journey,  she 
decided  to  review  her  life  with  one  last 
trip,  on  the  off-chance  it  might  provide 
some  therapy,  if  not  death  itself.  A  sheet 
of  blotter  acid,  she  informed  me,  opened 
her  eyes.  From  going  to  film  classes  and 
related  media  events,  she  had  met  some 
very  friendly  people,  all  heterosexual. 
"They  were  always  inviting  me  to  hang 
out  with  them,  which  wasn't  surprising 
because  we  had  a  lot  in  common.  And 
they  never  tried  to  change  any  aspect  of 
my  personality.  But  I  was  so  caught  up 
with  being  a  lesbian  and  trying  to  relate  to 
other  dykes  that  I  was  always  rejecting 
straights,  which  was  really  self-defeating, 
since  I  consider  art  and  film  my  career. 
So  I  decided  to  go  with  that  and  forget 
about  being  gay." 

Now,  six  years  later,  Nina  has  regained 
her  self-respect  and  is  philosophical  about 
her  life,  but  not  entirely  resigned.  Sex  re- 
mains a  problem.  "I  tried  it  once  with  a 
man,  out  of  desperation,  and  I  must  say 
I'd  rather  be  celibate."  She  describes  her 
sex  life  as  "almost  non-existent."  While 
5he  used  to  think  long-term  monogamy 
(ie  marriage)  was  a  form  of  zombiedom, 
she's  willing  now  to  take  the  plunge,  but 
insists  on  holding  out  for  the  right  wom- 
an. She  "sort  of  knows"  a  few  gay  men, 
which  means  she  sees  them  occasionally  at 
mixed  parties,  where,  if  she's  lucky,  she 
might  also  run  into  a  dyke.  The  lesbians 
she  meets  tend  to  be  as  disconnected  as 
she  is,  and /or  monogamously  involved, 
"and  even  more  apathetic.  Even  if  they 
know  two  or  three  other  dykes,  they're 
not  very  generous  with  introductions." 
And  the  possibility  of  gathering  for  an 
all-lesbian  party  is  regarded  as  somehow 
uncool.  ("L.isten  to  me,"  she  adds,  "I'm 
whining!")  Most  often  she  meets  bisexual 
women,  and  some  of  them  admit  they 
would  rather  be  lesbians. 

Together  we  discussed  pansexuality. 
We  wondered  how  many  women,  faced 
with  the  homophobia  of  straight  society 
and  the  conformist  demands  of  the  pre- 
vailing lesbian  subcultures,  opt  for  bisex- 
uality,  and  once  there  simply  give  in  and 
go  straight.  If,  indeed,  they  ever  bother 
coming  out  at  all.  "When  you're  around 
straights  all  the  time,  the  lesbian  reality 
begins  to  recede,"  says  Nina  from  experi- 
ence, until  lesbianism  becomes  a  distant 
and  trivial  daydream,  like  the  vintage 
sports  car  you  always  wanted  but  could 
never  quite  afford. 

In  spite  of  everything,  Nina  has  not  lost 
her  original  dream  of  belonging  lo  a  les- 
bian community.  "I  fantasize  about  it  all 
the  time,"  she  confesses.  "Something  is 
definitely  missing  from  my  lite,  and  it's 
not  just  sex,  because  I  felt  this  way  even 
when  I  had  a  regular  lover.  I  want  lesbian 
friends."  Because,  in  fact,  for  manv 


people,  a  lesbian  community  does  fill  a 
deep  psychological  need.  Reasons  may 
vary,  but  the  most  obvious  is  having 
someone  to  understand  and  share  that 
special  gay  point  of  view.  And  Nina's 
loneliness  is  aggravated  by  the  knowledge 
that  such  networks  do  exist.  "I'll  be 
walking  through  a  gay  neighbourhood 
and  I'll  see  a  little  group  of  lesbians  and 
they'll  call  out  to  another  group  and  run 
up  and  hug  each  other  and  .start  talking 
and  I  think,  shit,  why  can't  that  be  me?" 
It's  not  too  difficult  to  see  how  someone 
in  her  shoes  could  develop  a  genuine  dis- 
like for  lesbians,  simply  from  feeling 
excluded. 

Though  Nina's  story  may  be  rather  ex- 
treme, she  could  be  any  dyke,  anywhere, 
living  any  number  of  variations  on  her 
theme.  She  could  be  a  small-town  profes- 
sional with  a  subscription  to  Cosmopoli- 
tan. Or  an  urban  peace  activist  with  a 
taste  for  tweed  and  Bach.  The  point  is, 
she's  an  isolated  lesbian  and  she  needs  to 
know  that  someone  cares.  And  what  can 
be  done  about  it?  Well,  lesbians  in  more 
comfortable  circumstances  could  try  be- 
ing more  inclusive  and  tolerant  of  divers- 
ity, expecially  those  with  power:  bar 
owners,  directors  and  staff  workers  at  les- 
bian centres.  Meanwhile,  she  could  start 
her  own  lesbian  organization.  Or  she 
could  use  the  classifieds.  But  tops  on 
Nina's  list  is  cruising.  Body  language;  eye 
contact;  smiling;  communication.  "Sex  is 
the  one  sure  thing  all  lesbians  have  in 
common,  more  or  less,  so  why  don't  we 
open  it  up?"  says  Nina,  who  works  full- 
time  at  minimum  wage,  and  has  little 
room  left  over  for  the  rituals  of  dating. 

Which  leads  me  to  the  story  of  how  we 
met.  I  was  sitting  alone  in  a  movie  theatre 
eating  popcorn  and  waiting  for  the  fea- 
ture to  begin,  when  a  woman  with  a  style 
quite  different  from  mine  sat  down  beside 
me  and  complimented  my  hair  and  jac- 
ket. We  talked  about  clothes.  As  the 
house  lights  went  down,  Nina  turned  to 
me  and  said  (since  I  too  can  pass  for 
straight),  "God,  you  must  think  I'm 
coming  on  to  you  with  all  these  compl> 
ments."  I  said  I  hoped  she  was.  I  can't 
remember  what  the  movie  was  about,  but 
it  was  wonderful  having  someone  to  hold 


hands  with. 
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Why 

I  read 

The  Body 

Politic. 


Now,  I  own  I'm  not  your  common 
reader.  I  insist  upon  quality,  know  it 
when  I  see  it  and,  I  daresay.  The  Body 
Politic  strikes  me  as  a  periodical  of  the 
first  water.  So  much  to  it!  Reflections  to 
help  you  on  the  voyage  out;  features  and 
reviews  to  keep  you  reading  night  and 
day;  news  about  people  making  waves,  a 
concern  for  the  years  of  our  history 
—  in  all,  a  sense  of  creating  room  of  one's 
own  m  the  world.  And  between  the  acts, 
one  can  take  a  wallop  through  the  small 
ads  — ,  rather  amusing,  they  are; 
ImusttellLytton.... 
But  I  say  —  you  must  see  for  yourself. 
Take  up  a  subscription,  I  advise.  They've 
made  it  very  simple  —  a  mark  on  the 
form  below  or  the  card  inside  is  all  it 
takes.  You'll  save  two  or  three  guineas 
over  plodding  out  to  the  news  agents,  and 
you'll  be  assured  of  a  copy  coming  to  the 
right  house  every  month.  Why  not  do  it 
Monday  or  Tuesday  —  or  straight- 
away? As  time  passes,  you'll  be  glad 
you  did.  Take  me  at  my  word. 

Yr, 
V 


ToU-free.  CaU: 

1-800-268-1121 

In  British  Columbia,  call: 
112-800-268-1121 

Bilingual  operators  on  duty  24  hours  a 
day.  VISA  or  Mastercard  accepted. 


I  I  should  very  much  like  to  see  more. 


You  can  ring  up  | 
and  order  by  phone.  ■ 

I 


Send  me  a  year's  subscription  to  rAe5orf>'/'o/;7/'f.  Twelve  issues  by  second-class  mail,  I  understand,  at  a  saving  of  more  than  $5  over  the  newsstand 
price.  (The  rales:  $18.95  Canadian;  US$18.95  for  Americans;  £14.50  in  the  UK;  A$22.50  in  Australia;  US$1 8.95  elsewhere.). 

Here's  payment  for  my  subscription. 

"^  I  want  super-fast  First-Class  delivery.  Here's  my  extra  $8.75  to  cover  postage,  for  a  total  of  $27.70 
(US$27.70  in  the  States;  US$33.95  for  Overseas  Airmail). 

Bill  me  for  a     Hregular    Dsuper-fast  First  Class  subscription. 
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Mail  to:  The  Body  Politic.  Box 7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada  M5W 1X9. 
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